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SOME ACCOUNT 

■ O F T H E 

XIFE and' WRITI^NG^ 
Mr.;, -S-T E'.R N E. 



LADREKCE Sterne was thcfon of an 
Irifh officer, and born in thebitrracks 
ofDublin : But, though nurtured a- 
mong fotdiers, he was a fon of the churchy 
and, if we may take the opinion of a bifliop 
on his fcrmons, not unworthy the title. His 
gTcat-gtandfather was an archbilhop, and his 
-uucic a prebendary of one of our cathedrals* 

Prom fcbool, he paffed in due couffc to 
the nniverfily, where he fpent the uiual 
number of years ; read a great deaf, iangh- 
cd more, and foraetimes took the dfvcrfion 
of puzzling his tutors. He left Cambridge 
vith the <;hara£ter of an odd man, who 
Vol. I. A 
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had noharm in hhn, and who had parts, if 
he would ufe them* 

Upon leaving the uniTcrfity, he feated 
- himfelf -quietly in the lap of the church, at t; 
Surton, on the Foreft of Galirees, a fmall vi- ■. 
caragc in Yorkfliire, Here he waited pa- "j:,; 
tiently, till time and chance (which now fc 
guide where judgment once prcfided) fliould ,- 
raifc him to what they pleafcd : and here ■ 
ati occafion offered, which made him firft 
feel himfclf, and to which, perhaps, we owe 
the origin of the hiRory of Triftram. 

Theei happened a difputc among fomc ■■ 
of the^iiiperiorsof his order, in wljich Mr- 
§terue's friend, one ^f the bcft raeo ii} the 
world, was coQceruEd: A perfpn, who filled 
a li^adye benefice, was not faiisfied with , 
enjoying it during his own lifetime, biH:.. 
exerted all his ioteref): to have it eQtAil(;4 
upon his wife sfid fan after bis .dece^fe. 
Mr. Srcme's friend, who expefted the rc- 
verfion .of this Jiving, had no;,' fcowevur, 
fuSci^nt influence to prevept the (Upcefs of 
Itisadvcr^ry. At this critical pet^Q^i M^^* . 
Sfernc attacked the monopolizer in jc^^ 
and wrote *' The pillory of a good waj^m 
** watcl^-coat, wjih whicti the pr?feflt, pof- 
** feffor is not content to covef \ih own 
** ftiouldcrs, unlcfs he can alfo cut out of it 

■ ..Cooglo 



** a -petticoat Tor his wife, and a pair of 
" .breeches for biifoa." 

What all the ferrous arguments iii the" 
\Tcvld coidd not- have effeftcd, Stcrtifc'S 
fatiricat pea brought aboai. The intended' 
monopolizer fenthimword, that if lie would 
fttp^efs t&epBbJioatioH cf this JaroafiA, i\c 
would ■refignhisiprctenfioas to the next can- 
didatsi The p^nphfef was fapprefled, ■ ithe 
rcverfion took |ilat:e,aad Mi". Sterne was tc- 
qait^k by the interoft of his patron^ with 
liie iirebeodarjlhip of York. 

- Av fixctdrat^tBuch aboor thffame vrnty. 
comributcd exci=ediiigly to tiftabMl the K- 
patanon of MpJ Stiruc'k- wiu It was ihii t 
He Was iittKig hrtfab cofio: boufe at York, 
when- a. ftraoger came iti, who gave much 
e£mce CO the company, cbhfiftlng chiefly of' 
genrleraen of the gotro, by d&fCMiting too- 
freely upon religion, and the hypocrify of 
thedngy.. TheyoangfsttoU'-arleiigdi ad- 
dreffcd himfclf to Mr. Sttrac^ afkinghini, 
what were his fcntimeiits upon the fubjefl ; 
wlwn^ inftead of anfWering him dircflly, he 
toid the ttfitliagf That ' i-is dog was reciion- 
*. ed one df the moft ;bGautifol pointers in 
' the whole county, T^as very good-natured, 
' but that he had an infernal trick, which 
* dcilroycd alt hisgood qualities,— He never 
-A 2 
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* fccsaclfrgymap,' (continued Sterne)* but- 

* he immediately flies ai him/ " How lohg- 
may he have had that trick, Sir?" — Ever 

* fiDcc he waS' a puppy.' The youug itfan 
felt the keennefs of the &iirc, turned upoa 
his heel, and left Sterne to triumph. 

At this rime Mr. Sterne was poffefled of 
foriie good Jirings, having, cnjoycdfo early.- 
as ;die 'yflar 1 745, the vicarage of Suttoji on 

. the Foreft-<if Galtrees, where he afaally. 
performed diviije fervice on Sunday morn- 
ings ; and in the Yfternoon he preached at 
the re^ioryof Stillington, which he held as 
one of the prebends of York, in which ca- 
pacity be jjfo aflifted regularly, in his tnra 
atthe cathedraL Thus he decently liveda 
becoming ornament to the church, till bis 
Rabelaifian fpirit, which iffucd from the 

laprefs, imracrfcd him. into the, gayetics and ^ 
frivolities of the Worid. . ■ -. ; .;,. 

His wit and humour were already greadf 
admired within the circle of his acquainc- 
, ance ; but his genius had never yet reach- 
ed the capital, when his two firfl volumes 
of 'f riftram Shandy made their appearance. 
They were printed ac York, and. propofod 
to the bookfellers there at a very irioderaic 
price; thofe gentlemen, however, were fuch 
judges of their value, that thcyfcarce offer- 
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ed the price of paper and prmt ( and the 
work nrade its -way iato the world, withouc 
ajiy of ific artifices which arc oiicD pmAifcd 
to put off an edition. A large impreHioQ 
beiQg almoA iaflaiitaQCouOy fotd, the buok- 
fellers were toufed irom their Ittbargy, aud 
every ooe was eager to purchafc the iccood 
edition of the copy. Mr. Sterne fold it for 
fix hundred pounds, after being rcf'ufed iifty 
pooodsfor the £^11 impreiliciQ.atid proprie-- 

The two firil volumes oF Triftram Shan- - 
dy were now la every body's hands. All 
read, moft approved, but few- undcrftood 
them, ihofe who had not entered into the 
ludicrous manficr of Rabelais, or the poig- 
□ant faiirc of Swift^ did not comprehend 
ihenj ; but they joined with the multitude, 
uid pronounced 'Triftram Shandy very cle- 
ver. . Even the reviewers recommended Mr. 
Sbandy .as a writer infinitely more ingenious 
aad entertaining than any other of the pre- 
fent race of novelifts ; adding, bis characters 
Were Ariking asd fmgukr, bis -obfervations 
ihrcwd and pertinent, and making a feW 
CEceptions, ,that bis humour was cafy and ■ 
genuine.. 

The pubncation of thcfe two volumes 
brought Mr Sterne into great repute. He ■ 
A -3 . 
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was confidered as the genius of the age r 
His company was equally courted by the 
great, the literati, the witty, and the gay ; 
and it was confidered as a kind of honour 
to have paffed an evening with the author 
of Triftram "Shandy. Though fome 6f the 
over-rigid clergy condemned this ludicrous 
performance, apd judged it incompatible 
with that purity and morality which fhould 
ever accompany the writings of the gcnilc- 
men of the gown; thefe ccnfures were far 
from being univerfal^ even among the cler- 
gy, and the acquaintance he made bythis 
publication, were, in many rcipefts, advan- 
tageous to him. Among others, the- Ear! 
Faulconberg fo particularly patronized tbc 
Author of this work, that, to tcft'ify Insap^ 
probation, he prefenied Mr. Sterne with the 
reflory of Cawood, which was an agreeable 
asd convenient addition to his other livings-, 
beingallin the neighbourhood ofYork- 

His next publication, confifted of two 
vi)lumes of fermons, which ihc fevcrcft 
criiicks couldntJi help applauding, for the 
purity and elegance of their ftylc, and the 
cxceHcncc of their i^oral : The manner 'ih 
which they were ufbercd to publick notice, 
was, by fomCj fcvetely condemned, wbilft 
others 'lamented, that fuch excellent dif- 
courfes Jliould Aand ia need of fuch an in- 
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ITOeftiftibn ;■■ aad ■tBafiy Weft of dpioioni 
thai he had wrote Triflram Shandy purely 
ro introduce them, as, in his preface to the. 
fermons, he acquaiiHs the rea3cr, "Riat 
" *rhe lerraori which gave -rifij. to the'puh*-- 
" lieatibti of -tbcle, having beeiv ofiercd to . 
" the publick as a-fei-m©H 6£ Yofick's, he 
** hoped the moft ferious- reader, would find 
•' nothing^t* offead him, ia his continuing. 
" thofe two volumes under the- fame title : ■ 
** Left it (houid be othcrwife,thRve added 
** a fecondtitle page, \i4th the. real name of 
" the author :■■-- . ■ the- fifft will feme the 
** bookfcllec's porpofc, as Yofrek's name if 
** poffibly of thetwo the moFc known ; — < — r 
" and- the fecond- will eafe the' minds of 
" thofe who fee a- jeft, and the danger 
** which liirks^under.it where no jeft was 
** meant."' 

Whek the third and' fujnrth voliimes of 
Triftram Shandy made their appearance, 
ihepublick was not quite- fo eager in puT- 
chafing^ and applauding them, as they had 
been with refpcfl to the- fitft two volumes. 
ITie novelty of the ftyle and manner no 
longer remained ; his digreffions were by 
many confidcred as tedious, and his afteriiks 
loo obfcure,; nay, fome invidious criticks, 
who pretended to be able to point them out. 
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jhfihusted; ih« they were .too imjeliartcfor 
tfce eye of chaitiEy- ■ ■ 

Hs had nevenbelefs a great namber c^ 
admirets; .aail:he was,<a^urage4 (o pui>li^ 
B fifth and lixtb:volfWe^ .Their retire wasftiU 
pcigiUD't, f^ii!ited> m4 ia geni»'al,.6xtr'epio- 
I7 juft. The chara6lers, though fomewhat 
OTcrcharged^ wet'C lively, aod is natore. He - 
confbntly caUghctho RidiculouSt wherever 
he fbuadic ;. aod be ocver failed 10 ppcfentit 
to his readers it) the inod iigreeable poiat of 
hght. Hrs rtory of Le Fevre was highly & 
nifhed,- aad truly pathetick; and would a-- 
loDc rcfeu« his name from oblivicm, if his , 
fermoQS were iwt confidercd as fomc-of the ; 
bcft. Aorai difcourfes extuit. . 

The feventh eighth,, and ninth' volumer 
have not yet completed that -Work ; ,fo that : 
what was faid upod the pablicatioa of his . 
6rfl volumes, has been Terllied:." Mr.. 
*' Shandy feems fo extremely fond of di- 
*' greiSons, aod of giving his hiflorical read- 
*' ers the flip opon all occafiom, that we are 
** not a little apprehenlive, he may, {brae 
" time or other, give them the flip in good 
*' carneft, and leave the world before the . 
•' ftory be finiihed." 

In the above mentioned volumes, Mr',- 



Stenie carries his readers throljgh France, 
and iotrodaccs fomc iccncs and charaflcrff, 
3Bhicii:aTc afterwards takeo up in the. Sem 
rhaeinal Journey, particularly that of Maria; 
fo that this may, in fomc mcafure, be cont- 
fidered as a continuation of the Life aod 
Opinions of Triftram Shandy. 

■ iTi's-ahnoftu'efedlcfctb obfcrTffjofaiKJok 
lb imivcifany rcad:as,.ShaiKiyithat ihcftorf 
of the-herdfs.'life Is the leafl part bfjihe 
author's concern. It is, in reality, nothing 
more thaa a vehicle for &rlre on a great 
variety of fubjcfts-j iMoft of thcfc fatirical 
(trokcs arc incroduccd- whh lrctle< regard to 
any comreftioni cither: with tht princtpaJ 
ftoiy or with. icach, other-: /Hie author haf 
ving BO determined end in- Vie\T, runs'fnSra 
objeft to objeft, as ihey happen to flrikc a 
Tcry lively and very irregular, imagination. 
In nd, the. book is;a' perpetual- feriea of:di£- 
appoimmcnrs ; :yet witiithis and other jblet 
miflies, the life of .Tiiftrdtti St^aiidy has aot- 
commoni; merit,: and the freedom and fince- - 
rity of its author, pcrhdps cannot be equals- 
led by any other writer bcfide the incomr 
parable Montaigne. The faults of an o- 
rigrna] work arc 8twa.ys pardonbd } i)nd h is 
nor furprifirigythaij -At a tiint when a tame 
imhation' makcsalnioft the. whole itferir of 
lb many books, fo happy an auempt at bo- 
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rdty Jhould have liecn fo veil received. 
HtB laft wotki- howeiterj miy be ctmfidercd 
as his ^eateftj finccit caiHBiols ar fa.rit^.'of 
agreeable pdchcncla dc&riptionsvib aoieafy^ 
fimple ft)^» cleared fit>m'mu£ii dfrtbc'obt 
Iciirir^. and levity whioh -■ do^^de the fonaet 
volumes. 

. 'As Mr Stcrtieadrancbdiiiliioibry.iBin?, 
htrlift hii livingsta the otre-ofbiktouraoci't 
aiid,:thOQgh he dcqaired £»tie tjmufaods b^ 
his prodaflioiiB, being a charafter ifery di* 
ftant trom an cecunomifb, his .Savings -wers 
bo grefttta* at the end dif tbirycir j liiuif.wlLcit 
he had no otiiicr fopftent binthc fingid.'-nt- ' 
caragc of Suiton^ . Indbid, tii&i^tarc^g'BXi- 
petiocs alwoadj'and the JuxsncoiU) TQaairn^itl 
whicb he lived vith th^ gay-aad-paliteiac 
home, greatly promoted die dilUpatiDil of a 
»ery-coiifidcKible fum,/which htei --wriangB 
hadi prodoCcidv aod. which itaighc tiaycL-bceA 
a fiinire aSiftaactrto hfs^fsmjlf.. 'i.hts bpi- 
ing thiJ crife/a% htsileath, hi^i'viiiQV.^aQd 
daughter, an Agreeable ' young: lac^.aiHmt ' 
£xceeQ,.who had both reifded SoeSame yean 
ifl xOAnreiic in. Fraace*, having fepal-atoi j 

. * A paifictdBDHnd iagpniiriu suojiat.W tfata.«b> | 

furd practice of the Engiitli, !» ^y<:n ior Col. Thu:k- 
nefl^s obferratioiiB on. th« cuAqitis and nianaen of 
the French nation," in which lioany ufcful Ki'iits and, 
Infortnaticns to tninllttl making the toW of France-,, 
may he fouuij.. 



fr<Wi.Mr. StorBetbrpgglifqHiepiqne, which 
was jifi^reDtly at<;couated for by the puFties, 
fipding that their penfiipns mpit difcoijtiouK^ 
r^tiirged.tQ Eiiglwci^ ifi order to pubUlh hia 
ppfthiiraous^VQrlM. Beiijg aij Ypjrlc during 
the laH:' r^(:e^, fomc human? gefKlem^n, 
frief(dfi vidi^fjBiif^s.of the Ute PretXBd, 
tootc into. CQnQderatiop their dif^igrcicaifaJe !!• 
tiiittioQ;^ and made ch^Qi '4 pTcfeot qf a pqrTa 
cont^ipjqga thpuja^d ppvnds. This utiex- 
pefte4^9d generous. fu|»ply, acWcd co ^ very 
cxten&ir? fuMcriptic^i of th« n^Ulity ftnd 
gei^ry tp tlirep adidiiional volume? of (er- 
Dipfis, b^s a;Qbrd<ed a fu^cient provtfion to 
cnablfi thtsip ,;? (opport therafclvcs m their 
l#t« r«clufe maoiper of U%-to which they 
'JjWe 4eieBH)ipfld; to retitfn, 

As, lift- £ie>me h^th dfawnhis own cha- 
TiaSsr (wpdiff the lia,me of Yorick) with 
great happincfs and : ikill; wc will take thft 
Sbeity of introducing it here, the better to 
cBBupl^Rt QUF ^ccoam of the author and bis- 
WOSJts.; 

-T-r-^." This is aj! that eve? ftaggcr'd 
" my faith ia regard to Yorkk's extraction, 
** who, by wtwt I cap remtaijber of him, 
" and by all the accQants I could ever get- 
" of hijp, ,fe?ro'd Hflt;,K), have had QBe 
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fiiigle Dfop of Danifli1iloQii-m his whole 

■ crafis ; in nine hundred years it ihighl 
' poffibly have ^!l rua oiit : — ^^— I will 

not philofophife 'one moment with you 

■ about it ; for liappcn how ft Wtluld, the 

■ faft ttas this :- — ~— That infte^d- of that 
' cold phlegm and exaft rcgUferiiy of fcnfe 

■ and humours, you would have took'd 

■ for, in one fo cxtrafted ; ' h e was 
' on the co<«trary, as mercurial and fubli- 
' mated a composition, — ' as hcteroclite 

■ a creature in all his declenlious 

■ with as much life and whkn, and gaieic 
' de coeur about him, as the kindlieft, cli- 

■ mate couid have engendered and put to- 

• gcther. With all this fail, poor Yoricic 
' carried not one ounce of bailaft ; he was 

■ utterly unpraftifed in the world ; and at 
•~ the age of twenty-fix, knew jurt about 

■ as well how to fteer hiscaurfe ia.it, as a 
' romping unfufpicious girl of tliineen : 
' So that, upon his firft fetting out, the 
' briflc gale of his fpirits, as you will ima- 
' gine, ran him foul, ten times in k day, 
' of fomebody's tackling ; and as the grave 
' and more flow-paced were oftencll in his 

' way, ; you may likewjfe imagine, 

' 'twas with fuch he generally had the lit 
' luck to get the moft entangled, For 

* aught I know, there might be ibme mix- 
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" rare of unlucky wit at the bottom of 
" fuch fracas -For, to fpeak the truth, 
*' Yorick had vi inviDcible diflike and op- 
*' pofition in his nature to gravity ; 

" not to gravity as fuch for, where 

" gravity was wanted, he would be the 
" moil grave and feiious of mortal men for 

** days and weeks together : but he 

" was an enemy to the afieflation of it, 
« and declared open war againfl it, only as 
"^St^peared a cloak for Ignorance, or for 
" fol^ i and then, whenever it fell In bis 
'• way, however flicltered and proiefted, hq . 
" fcldom gave it .much quancr- 

" Sometimes," in his wild way of talk- 
" ing, he 'would fay, that gravity was an ar- 
** rant fcoundrel ; and he would add, - 
" of the mod d^igerous kind too, ' ' ■- 
" becaufe a fly one ; and that he verily be- 
*' lieved,more honeil, well-meaning people 
" Were bubbled out of their goods and 
" money by it in one twelvemonth, thao 
" by pocket-picking and flwp-lifiing in fe- 
^ ven. In the naked temper which a 
" merry heart difcovercd, he would iay, 
" There was no danger— —but to itfelf : 

" whereas the very eflcnce of gra- 

" vity was defign, and confequently deceit ; 
" - 'twaa a taught trick to gain crc^ 
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** dit of the world for more fcnfe and. 
" knowledge than a man was worth ; and 

" that, with all us pretenfions, — ■ it 

" was no better, but often worfe, than 
*' what a, French wit bad long ago defined 
«* it-- "" ' ■ — viz. Amyfterious carriage of 
*' the body, to cover the defefts 6? the 

*' mind ; < — which definition of Gravi- 

" ty,Y0rick, with great imprudence, Would 
" fay, deferved to be Wrote inleitets of gold. . 

" But, in plain tnithj he was a man uh-- 
" hackneyed and unpraftifed-in the world; 

- " and was altogether as indifcreet and 
** foolifh on every other fubjeft of dif-' 
*' courfe, where policy is wont to iaipi;efs 
*'_ reftraint.' ' Yonck had no impreffion but 
" one,, and that was what arofe from the _ 
*' nature of thfe deed fpokcn of ; which im-' 
*' preffion he would ufually tranllate into 
*' plain Englifli withont any periphrafis,, 

« J i — ■ and too oft without much di- 

*• ft'P^o" of either perfonages,. tinie or 
'* plai^^ ;— — ■ — fo -that iVhen mention was 
*' made 6f a' pii^fcil or an ungenerous pro- 

*' ceeding, ■ — he never'gavc himfelf a 

"■motnent's time to refieft who was the 
'^ Hero of the piece — ■ — what his ftation 
*t^ I- — r— or how fat he had power to hurt 

." tiim tcreafter j but if it was a dirty 

« aaio n'" '■'■ Wiihottt more ado, ... ■■ — 
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" the man ■wafl^-a; dirty fellow——: — and 
" fo op::— — r-^And as his fipmtnenta had 
" ufaally the ill fate to be terminated eithef 
" ia a bon mot, or to be enlivened through- 
" out with fome drollery or humour of cx- 
" preffion, it gave wings to Yorick's indif- 
" cretipa. In ,a- word, though he never 
" fought, 5ict, K-.the fame time, ae. he fel- 
" dom fhunn'd 'occafions of faying what 
" came uppcnnoft, and without much ce- 

" rcmony, he had but too many 

" temptations in life, of fcattering his wit 

" and his humour, his gibes and his 

" jefts about him.-r They were not 

" loft for want of gathering." 

Mr. Sterne died as he lived, the fame 
indifferent, carelefs creature ; as, a day or 
two before, he feemcd not in the leaft af- 
fcfted with his approaching dUTolution. 
He was buried privately in a new burying 
ground, belonging to the parifli of St. 
George's, Hanover-fquare, at twelve o'clock 
at noon, attended only by two gentlemen 
in a mourning coach, no bell tolling. His 
death was announced in the news-papers of 
March 22d. 1768, by the following para- 
grapTi: 

" Died at his lodgings in Bond-ftrcct, 
" the Kcv, Mr. Sterne,'' 



( «a ) 

At As^oor Torick ! I knew hftn well ; a - 
Fetlow of mfinite Jeft, m«^ exceUcBC Fancf'- 
&c. ■ 



Wit, Hutmar, Genius l/iAst thou, all amc ; 

Qtw grain <tf Wisdom had been wortb tae Three £ } 
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To the AUTHOR of the above Lines, on 
the Death of Mr YORICK. 

SO ! — this is WiHom — to infult the Dead j 
Heap fancied Crimes upon 3 mortal's Head : : 

Well-rbe it fo ;— fuch Wifdom— and fuch Art 
Shall never— nevdr fhall approach my Heart. 
Whatever Yorick's Lot, in whate'cr State, 
I'd gladly riik it in the Hour of Fate, 
Sooner than joinwith thee !— I would fay rather 
Unto Corruption —Thou (hall'tbc my Father, 
" * Be thine the avenging Angel's Lot, decreed 
"To point each Fault, and aggravate each deed : 
" Angel of Mercy I— thy fweet Taik he mine 
"To blot them ere they reach theThrone divine!" 

Yorick, farewell ! Peace dwell around thy Stonej . 
Accept this Tribute from a Friend unknown. 
In human Breads, while Pitf has a Claim, 
Le Fevre's Story (hall enhance thy Fame ; 
Toby's Benevolence each Heart expand, 
And faithful Trim confefs the Maker's Hand. 
*' j One generous Tear unto the Monk you gave j 
"Oh let me weed this Nettle from thy Grave !" 



An EPITAPH for the Rev. Laueenc* 
Sterne's Tombftonc By a LADY' 

V_7TERNE, reft for ever, and no longer fear 
The Critick's cenfure, or the Coxcomb's fneer.. 
The gate of Envy now is clos'd on thee, 
And fame her hundred doors fhall open fiee :. 
Ages unborn Ihall celebrate the page, 
Where friendly join the Satirift-and Sage : 
|[ O'er Yorick's tomb the brighteft eyes fliall we^. 
And Britifh Genius mournful vigils keep ;. 
Then, Cghingi^y, to vindicate thy fame, 
" Qreat werehia fauUsibutglorious washis flame,* 
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Mr. PITT. 



Sm, 

NEVER poor wight of a dedicator bad 
lefs hopes from his dedication, than I 
barve from this of min^ ; for it is written in 
a bye comer of the kingdom, and in a re- 
tired thatch'd houfe, where 1 live in a con- 
ftant endeavour to fence againft the infirmi- 
ties of ill health, and other evils of life, by 
mirth ; being finnly perftiaded, that every 

rime a man fmiles but much more fo, 

when he laughs, that it adds fomcthing to 
this fragment of life- 

I humbly beg, Sir, that you will honour 
this book, by taking it— (not under your 
Proteflion, — it muft proteA itfelf, but) — in- 
lo the country with you ; where, if 1 am e- 
ver told it has made you fmile. or can con> 

Vol. I. B 



DEDICATION. 

ccive it has beguiled you of one moment's 
pain* I Ihall think myfelf as happy as a 

minifter of ftate perhaps much happier 

that any one (one only excepted) that I 
have ever read or heard of. 

/ am, great Sirt 

(and what it more to your honour,) 
lam good Sir, 

Tour miLWiiher 
and most hutnhit Fellow Suhjeii, 

The Author. 
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-^ 3LIFE AND OPINIONS 
OF 
TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gt. 

CHAP. 1. 

I "WISH either my father or tny mother, or 
c iniieed both of them, as they were in duty 
both equally bound to it, had minded what the^ 
were about when they begot me : Had they 
duly confidered how much depended upon what 

they were then doing ;■ that not only the pro-. 

duftion of a rational being was concerned in it, ■ 
but that poflibly the happy formation and tempe- 
rature of his body, perhaps his genius, and the 
very caft of his mind ; — and for aught they knew 
to the contrary, even the fortunes of his whole 
houfe, might take their turn from the humours 
and difpofitions which were then uppermofl :— 
Ba 
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Had they duljr-wei^cd and conGdercd allthn> 

and proceeded accordingly, 1 am vertly per- 

fuaded I fliould have made a quite differcm figure 
in the world, from that in which the reader is 

liltely to fee me. Believe me, good folks, this 

is not fo inconlidcrablf a thing as many of you 

may think it i you have all, I dare fay, heard 

of the animal fpirits, as how they are transfufcd 

from father to fon, tffi'- ts'f . and a great deal 

to that pdrpofe :— - ---Well, you may take my 
word, that nine parts in ten of a man's fenfc, or 
his nonfenfe, his fucceJTes and mifcaniages in 
this world, depend upon their motions and afli- 
vity, and the difFerent tracks and trains you put 
them into j fo that when they are once fee a-go- 
ing, whether right or wrong, 'tis not a halfpenny 

matter, away they go, cluttering like hey-go 

mad ; and, by treading the fame fleps over and 
over again, they prefently make a road of it, as 
plain and as fmooth as a .garden-walk, which^ 
■when they are once ufed to, the Devil himfelf 
fomctimes fhall not be able to diive them off it. 
"Pray, my dear, quoth my mother, have you not 

forgot 10 wind up the clock ? Good G ! 

cried my father, making an exclamation, but tak- 
ing care to moderate his voice at the fame time, 
——did ever woman, fince the creation of the 
world, interrupt a man with fuch a fiily queftion? 
iFray, what was your father faying ? Nothing, 
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CHAP. n. 



T hen poliiirely, there is notliing in 
tlie qucftion that I can fee, either good or bad. 
' ■ Then let me tell you, Sir, it was a very 

nnreafonable qucftion atleaft, bccaufc it 

fcattered and difperfed the animal fpirits, whofe 
bulincfs itTffas to have efcorted and gone hand in- 
baod with theHOMUNCULUS, and conduced 
him fafe to the place deftined few his recep- 
tion. 

The HoMUNCtrLus, Sfr, in howevef low and 
Ilidicrous a light he may appe^ir, in this age of 

IcTity, to the eye of folly or prejudice ; to 

the eye- of reafon in fcientifick refearch, he (lands 

confefs'd a Being guarded and circum- 

fcribed with rights : The minuteft ph'ilo- 

fophers, who, by the bye, have the mod enlar- 
ged onderftandings (their fouls being inverfely as 
their inquiries) fhow us inconteftibly, That the 
H'0Mt;NCUH7S is created by the fjme hand,— — 
engcnder'd in the fame courfe of nature, ■ . 
endowed with the fame locomotive powers and 

fac" I tie 5 with tis : That'he confifts,as we do, 

of ftin, hair, fat, flefh, reins, arteries, ligaments, 
nerves, cartilages, bones, nvarrow, brains, glands, 
genitals, humonrn, and articulations ; — is a be- 
ing of as much aftivity, — and, in all fcnfes of 
the word, as much and as truly onr fellow crea- 
ture, as my Lord Chancellor ofEnj,'Iand. He 

may be benefited,— he may be injured, he 

may obtain redrel'si- — -in a word, he has all 
the claims and rights of humunity, which Tully, 
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Piiffcndorf, or the beft ethick -writers allow to 
arile out of that ftate and ralation. 

Now, dear Sir, whnt ifan^ accident had be- 
fallen him in his way alone ! Or that, through 
terror of it, natural to fo jroung a trsTfiller, my 
little gentleman had gotta his joumoy's eiulnii- 

ierably fpent ; his mnfcular ftrength and-n- 

lililf worn down to a thread j-^-his own animal 
fpirits ruffled beyond dcfcription,'<— and that in 
this fad difordercd ftate of nerves, he had laid 
down a prey to fudden ItarCs, or a leriev of me- 
lancholy dreams and fancies for nine long months 
together I — 1 tremble to think what a foundation 
had been laid for a thoufand wcalcneiTeG, both of 
body and mind, which ho IkLl of the phyrician or 
the phUofophcr could ever afterwards have fct 
thoroughly to rights. 



CHAP. m. 

To my uncle Mr. Toby Shandy do Iftand 
indebted for the preceding anecdote, to 
whom my father, who was an excellent natural 
philofopher, and much given to clofe reifoning 
upon tlic fmalieft matters, had oft, and heawly 
complained of the injury : but Ofioe more parti- 
cularly, as my Uncle Toby well remcmber'd, a- 
pon his obferving a moft unalccount able obliquity, 
(35 he call'd it) in my manner of fetting Up my 
top, and jultifying the principles upon which! 

had done it, the old gentleman fbook his 

head, and in a tone more expreflive by hatf of 
forrow than reproach,— he faid, his heart all a- 
long foreboded, and he faw it verified la this, 
and from a thoufand other obfcrvaiions he had 
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nade upon me, that I Jhbuld neyer think nor aft 
like any odier man's child :— But, alas ! continu- 
ed hci fluking hisbeadafeaond lime, and wiping 
- away a tear which was trickling down hia cheeksi 
my Tiiltinini's misfortunes bsgan nine months he- 
me ever be came into the world. 

My mother, who wbs fitting by, 
look'd up ; — ^-but fhe knew no more than her 
backGdc what my father meant ; — -but my un- 
de, Mr Toby Shandy, "who had been often in 

formed of the affair] underitood him Tcry 

weU. ' , 

, CHAP.IV,. 

JKnow there are readers in the worldi as well 
as ma&y other good people in it, who are 
no readers at allj who find themfelves ill aceafc, 
unlefs they arc let into the whole fecret from 
firft to laft] of every tintig which coneems yoa. 

Icisinpnre compliance with this humour o£ 
theiis,and from a bxokwardnefs in tay nature td 
diiappoint any one foal liring, that I have bceo 
fo very particular already. As my life and opi- 
nions are likely to make fomc noifc in the world, 
and, if I conjefture right, will take in all ranks, . 
profeflions and denominations of men what-^ 
ever, — be no lefs read than the Pilgrim's Progrcfs 
itfcif, — and, in the end, prove the very thing 
whieh Montaigne dreaded his effays ftiould turn 
out, that is, a book for a pariour window ; 
I 6nd it ncceflary to confult every one a littie in 
his turn i and therefore mud beg pardon for go- 
ing on a little farther in the fame way ; For 
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which caufe, right glad I am, that I hare begun 
the hifloiy of myfelf in the way I have done ; 
and that lam able to go on tracing every thing 
in it, as Horace fays, ab ovo. 

Horace, I know, does not recommend this 
fathion altogether ; but that gentleman is fpeak- 

ing only of an epick poem, or a tragedy (I 

forget which )i — beGdcs, if it was notfo, I (hould 
beg Mr. Horace's pardon ; — for in writing what 
I have fct about, I (hall confine myfelf neither 
to his rules, nor to any man's rules that erer 
lived. 

To fucli, however, as do not choofc to go Co 
far back into thcfe things, I can give no better 
advice, than that the^ fl^ip over the remaining 
part of this chapter; fori declare before -hand 
'tis wrote only for the curious and inqutfitive. 

Shut the door 1 was begot 

io the night, betwi:it the firft Sunday, and the 
firll Monday in the month of March, in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand fevcn hundred and 
eighteen. T am poTitive I was. — Buthow I came 
to be fo very particular in my account of a thing 
which happened before I was born, is owing to 
another fmall anecdote, known only, in our own 
family, but now mad,e public, for the better clear- 
ing up of this point. 

My father, you mull know, who. was origi- 
nally a Turkey merchant, but had left off buG- 
ncfs for foine years, in order to retire to, and 
die upon his paternal cftate in the county of 

— — , was, I believe, one of the moft rc- 

gularmenin every thing he did, whether 'twas 
matter of bulinefs, or matter of amuferacnt, that 
ever lived. As a fmaU fpecimen of this extreme 
eiaftncfs of his, to which he was in truth a 



, TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gimt. ii 

Jlave,^— hehad made it a rule for many years 
of his life— —on the firft Sunday night of every 
month thoughout the whole year, — as certain 

aa ever the Sunday night came,-; to wind up 

> large houfe-clock which he had (landing upon 
the back-ftairs head, with his own hands : 
And being fomewhere between fiflf and listy 
years of age, at the time I have been fpeakitig of, 
— Jic. had Hkewife gradually brought fome other 
little family concernmentS'to the fame period, in 
order, as he would often fay to my uncie Toby, 
to get them all out o£ the way at one time, and 
be no more plagued and pelter'd with them the 
reft of the month.- 

It was attended but with one misfortune,. 
which, in a great meafure, fell tipon myfelf, and 
thfcffif^s of which, I fear, I (hall carry with me 
to ray grave ; namely, that from an unhappy af- 
fociatioaof ideas which have no conne£lion in 
nature, it fo fell out at length, that my poor mo- 
ther could never hear the (aid clock wound up, 

butthc thoughts of fome other things una- 

Toidable popped into her head, — et vice verfa : 

which ftrange combination of ideas, the 

bgacious Locke, who certainly underlrood the 
nature of thefc things better than moll men, af- 
firms to have produced more wry actions than all 
other fouKes of prejudice whatfoever. 
But this by the bye. 

Now it appears by a memorandum in tny fa- 
ther's pocket-book, which now lies upon the 
table, " That on Lady-day, which was on the 
15th of the fame month in which I date my gc- 

niture^ ^my father let out upon his journey to 

l<ondQn,with.myeldeft brother Bobby, to (is hinv 
at Weftminfter fchooi ;" and, as it appears from 

Us 
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the fame autliority,- '* That he dkt not get down 
to his wife and family tiltthe fecendweck in May 
following," It brings the thing almoft to a cer- 
tainty. Howevev^ what follows in the beginning 
of the nc;it chapter, puts it beyond all poffibility 
of doubt. 

But pniy. Sir, what was your father do- 
ing all December, ^January, and February ? 

——Why, Madam, he was all tliat time 

aiRifled withafciatlca. 

CHAP. V. 

ONthefifthday ofNovembcri 1718, which, 
to the leia fixed on, was as near nine ka- 
lendar months as any hulband could in reafon 
have expefled, — was I,Triftram Shandy, Gentle- 
man, brought forth into this fcurvy and difaf- 

troiia world of ouis, 1 wifli I had been bom 

in the moon, or in any of die plancis, (except 
Jupiter or Siituin, bccaufe 1 could nercrbeir cold 
wea(hcr), for it could not well have fared worfe 
with me in any of them (tho' I will not anfwer 
for Venus) than it has in this vile dirty planet of 
ours, — which, o' my confciencc, with reverence 
be it fpoken, I take it to be made up of the Ihrcds 
and clippings of ibe reft ;— — not but the planet 
is well enough, — provided a man could he bom 
in it to a great title or, to a great eltate ; or 
could any how contrive to be called up to pub- 
lick charges, and employments of dignity and 
power* — but (hat is not my cafe i ^and there- 
fore every man will fpeak of the fair as hia 

own market, has gone in it; -for which 

caafe, I affirm it over again, to be one of the tU 
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left worlds that ever was ihadc ;— for I can truly 
fay, that from the firll hour I drew my breath 
in it, to fhi3> chat I aan now fcarce draw it at all, 
for an alUima I got in fkating againft the wind in 
Flanders — I have been the continual fport of 
whatthe world calls Fortune ; and tho' I will not 
wrong her by faying^ She has ever made me 
feel the weight of any great and fignal evil •, — — • 
yet with all the good temper in the world, I af- 
firm it of her, that in every ftagc of my life, and 
at every turn and corner where flic could get 
fairly at me, the ungracious Dutchefs has pelted 
me with a fet of aspitiful mifadventures and crofs 
accidents as ever fmalt Hebo fuituined. 

CHAP. VI. 

IN the beginning of the laft chapter I informed 
you exaftly when I was born ■, but I did 

not inform you how. No, that particular was re- 
ferred entirely for a chapter by itfclf : .be- 

fides, Sii*, as you and I are in a manner perfcdl 
ftiangers to each other, it would not have beeu 
proper it» have let you into too many clrcumitances 

relating to myfelf ail at once. You mull have 

a little patience. I have undertaken, you fee, to " 
write, not only my life, but my opinions alfo j 
hoping and expelling that youi knowledge of 
my charadlcr, and of what kind of a mortal I 
am, by the one, would give you a better relilh for 
ilie other : As you proceed farther with m«, the 
lli^t acquaintance, which is now beginning be- 
twixt U5,wil! gi-ow into famiiiariiy ; and that, 
unlefa one of us is in fault wilt terminate in 

fricndfliip ^O diem prxdarum ! then 

nothing which has touched me will be thought - 
B 6 . 
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triiling ia its nature, or tedious in its tciliiig. 
'Difrefore, my dear friend and companion, if you 
(hould think me fomewliat fparing of my nai- 
raiive on my firft fcttiiig out, — bear with me, 
■— — and let mc go on, and tell my (lory myown 
way :— — or if i Qiotild fcem now and -then to 
trifle upon the road, or (hould fometiines put on 
a fool's cap with a bell to it for a moment or two 

as wc pafs along, don't fly off, but rather 

courteouflf give me credit for a little more 
wifdom than appears on my outfide ; — and as 
we jog on, either laugh wirh me, or at me, or, in 
Ihort, do anything, only keep your temper. 

CHAP. VH. 

IN the fame Tillage where my father and mo- 
ther dwelt, dweltalfoa thin, upright, mother- 
ly, notable, good, old body of a midwife, who 
with the help of a little plain goodfenfe,andfome 
years full employment in-hcr bufinefg, in which 
ilie had all along trulled little to her own clforts, 

and a great deal to tbofe of JDamc Nature, ' 

had acquired, in her way, no fmall degree of re- 
putation in the world; by which word world, 

need 1 in this place inform your worfhip, that I 
would be underflood to mean no more of it, than 
a fmall circle defcribed upon the circle of the great 
world,of four Englifh miles diameter, or therea- 
bouts, of which the cottage where the good old 
vomanlived, isfuppofedtobc the centre. — She 
had been left, it feems, a widow in great diHrefs, 
with three or four fmall children, in her forty- 
fercnth year ; and as the was at that time a perfon 
of decent carriage,— grave deportment, — a wo- 
aiin moreover offew words, and withal an ob- 
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je^ of compafiioiii wbofc diArcfs and Glence un- 
der it, called out die louder £oi a friendly life — 
the wife of the parfon of tlic paiilli was touch'd 
with pity -, and having often lamented an incon- 
venience, to which her hulband's flock had for. 
many years been espofed, inafmuch as there was 
no fuch thing as a midwife, of any kind or degree, 
to be got at, let the cafe havcheen never fo urgent^ 
within lefs than Ax or fevcn long miles riding,— 
which faid fevcn long miles in dark nights and. 
difmal roads, the country thereabouts being noth-'- 
ing but a deep clay, was almoit ei^ual to fourteen, 
and that in ctfe^ was fomctimes next to having, 
no midwife at all, — it came into her head that it, 
would be doing as feafonablea kindnels to the 
■whole parifli, as to the poor creature herfelf, to 
get her a httle inftrufled in fome of. the plain- 
principles of the buQnefs, in order to fct her up. 
in it. As no woman thereabouts was better 
qualified to execute, the plan Ihe had formed than, 
herfelf, the Gentlewoman very charitably un-. 
dertook it -, and having great influence over the 
female part of the pariHi, Uie found ao difficulty 
in effefljng it to the utmoft of her wifhes. ..In, 
truth, the parfon joinedhis interelt with hia wife's 
in the whole affair ; and in order to do things as- 
they Ciould be, and give the poor foul as- good a. 
title by law to praflife, as his wife had given by 

inflituiion, he cheerfully paid the fees for the; 

ordinary's licence himfelf, amounting in the whole 
to the fum of eighteen ftiillings and lourpence ; 
fo that betwixt them both, the good woman was 
fully inverted in the real and corporar poflcflion 
of her office, together with allies rights, members 
and appurtenances whatfoever. 

Thefc laft words, you mull know, were not ac- 
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conlmg to the old form in wlrich fach licences, 
faculticG and powers ufnall^ran, wliich in like 
cafes had heretofore been granted to the flftcr- 
hood. But itwas according to a neat Formula 
of Dtdius his own devifing, who having a particu- 
lar turn for taking to pieces, and new-framing 
over again, all kind of inftruments in that way, 
not only hit npon this dainty amendment, but 
ctJau'd many ot the old liccnfed matrons in the 
neighbourhood, to open their facalties afrcftl, in 
order to have this whim wham of his inferted. 

1 own I never could envy Didius in thefe kinds 
of fancies of his : — But every man to his own 

taftc Did not Dr. Kunastrokius, that great 

man, at his leifure hoursi take the greatell de- 
light imaginable in combing of aSes tails, and 
plucking the dead hairs out with his teeth, though 
he had tweezers always in his pocket ! Nay, if 
you come to that, Sir, have not the wifeft men in 
all ages, not excepting Salomon himfelf^,— — have 
they not had their Hobby-Horses, their run- 
ning horfcs, their coins and their cockle- 

flicUs, their dTums and their trumpets, their fid- 
dles, their pallets their maggots and their 

butterflies ? -and fo long as a man rides his 

HoEBY-HoRSE peaceably and quietly along the 
King's highway, and neither compels you or me 
to get up behind him, — Pray, Sir, what have ei- 
ther you or I to do with it ? 

CHAP.Vm. 

— ' — — Dc guftibus non eft difputandum 5 

that is, there is no difputing againft Hcbby- 
Horfes 1 and, for my part, I feldora do ; nor 
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could I,, mtb any finrt of grace, had I been an 
enemy to them at the bottom, for happmmg, at 
certain intervale, and changes of the Moon, to 
be both fiddler and painter, acOTr Jing as the fljr 
{UngB :— r — — B e it known to you, that I 
keep a couple of pad* myfdf, upon which, in 
thoirtums, (floi dol care who know* it), I fre- 
quently Tide out and take tho atr ;~thaugb fome^ 
times, to my (biKne be it fpoken, I take fonie- 
what hxiger journies than what a wife man 
would think altogether right. But the tratfa is 

—I am not a wife man ; ■ — >-and bcfides, am 

a mortal offo little confequenec in tKc worid, it 
is not mB(^ matter what I do ; fo I feldom fret 
or fume at all about it : Nor does it much dif- 
turb my reft, when I fee fuch great Lords and 
tall Pcrfboagee 33 hereafter ft^w; — fuoh for 
inftance, as my Lord A, B, C, D, E, F, G, 
H, I, K, L, M, N, O, P, Q, and fo on, aii 
of a row mounted upon their fevcral horfes ; 
— ^fome with large ftirrups, getting on in a 
more grave and fober pace } — others on the con- 
trary, tuck'd up to their very chins with whiprf 
acro^ their months, fconiing and fcampering ic 
aw^ like fo many httle party-coloured devils 

aftiide a mortgage, and as if fome of them 

were refolved to break their necks, — So much 

the better — fay I to myftlf ;= for in cafe the 

worftlfaould happen, the world would make a 

ihifttodo excellently well without them, and' 

for the reft) — why — iGod fpeed them e'en' 

let them ride on without any oppofition froni 
me i for were their Lordlhips unhorfed this very 

night 'tis ten to one but that many of them 

would be worfe mounted by one half before ta- 
monow mproing' 
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Not many of tlieCc indances therefore can bs' 

fjid to breik in upon my rclt. But there 

is an inltaiice, whicli I own puts meoiT my guard, 
and chat is when I ins one born for great ad:ianS| 
and, what iaflilL more for his honour, whofe na- 
ture ever inclines him to good ones ; when 

I behold fuch a- one* my Lord, like yourlclf, 
whofe principle and conduA arc as generous and 
noble as his blood, and whom for that reafoa a 
corrupt world cannot f[»re one moment ;— — 
' — when 1 lee fuch a one, my Lord, mounted, 
though it be but a minute beyond the time whiclv 
my love to my country hasprefcribed tohim, aad 
my zeal for hisglory, w'^'ESi — then, my Lord » 
iceaf^ to be a philofapher, and in the firlt tran- 
fport of an honelt impatience, I wifii the Hsiiji- 
idorff, y/ith i& his.fiaternity, at the Devil.. 



"My liord,^ 



I Maintain this to be a dedJoation, notwith- 
flanding |ts lingularity in the three greaCr 
'-' cllentiais, of matter, form, and place; 1 beg,. 
■' therefore, you will accept it aa fuch, and that: 
:i you will permit me to lay it with the molt 
" refpeftful humilky, at youi Lordlliip's feet,, 

i( when you are upon them, which 

■' you can be when you pleafe,- and that- 

'•' is, my Lord, whenever there is occa&on for it,.. 
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" and I will add, to the bell purpofea too. I hare 
"• the honour to be, 

M^ Lord, 

<< Tour Lord(hip*8 moltobedten^ 

" and moft deroted, 

" and moft humble leirant. 

" TbHTBAM SHiNDTi*"" 

GHAP. ]X. 

1 SOLEMNLY declare to all mankind.thatthe- 
above dedication was made for no one Prince, . 
Prelate, Pope, or Potentate, — Duke, Marquis, 
Earl, Vifcount, or Baron of this, or any crthcr 

Realm in Chriflcndom, r-ooi has it yet. 

been hawk'd about, or offered publicly or pri- 
vately, direftly or indire^ly, to any one perfon 
or pcrfonage, great or fmall ; but is honeftly a 
true Virgin Dedication untried on, uponany foul 
liring. 

1 labour this point fo particularly, merely fo . 
remove any offence or objertion which might ai- 
rifc againft it, from the manner in which I pro- 
pofetomakc the moft of it j wlilch is putting, 
't np fairly to publick falc, which I »ow do. 

I ■ Every author hasaway ofhis ownia. 
bringing his points to bear ;— for my own part,, 
M I hate chaffering and higgling for a few gui- 
neas in 3 dark entryf— I rcfolred within m^-. 
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felfjffora the Tery bcginningj to deal iqiiBTclj 
and openly with your Great Folks in thi» atfair, 
and tiy whether I Ihould not come off the better 
by it. 

If therefore there is any one Duke, MarquU* 
Earl, Vifpount, or Baion,.in thefe his Majefty's 
dominions, who Hands in need of a tight, gen- 
teel dedication, and whom the above will fuit^ 
(for, by the bye, unlcfs it fuits in fome degree, I 

will not part with it) it is much at his fer- 

vice for fifty guineas, which I am pofitiveis 

twenty g.(itBeaa lefsfhan it ought to be afforded 
at, by any man of genius, 

RJyLord.if you examine it over again, it is 
far from being a grofa piece of dawbing, as fome 
dedications arc. Thedefign,.yourLordfliip fces^ 
is good,— the colouring tranfparent, — the draw- 
ing not amifs ; or to fpeak laorp like a man of 
Ciienoe, — and mcafuring mf [uece !n the pain- 
ter's fcalc, divided into 20, 1 b«Ueye, my 

Lord, the ou{4ia£s will turn out as 12 the 

«ompofition as 9 the coIouringaB tf,— the ei- 
prcffion 1 3 and a half, " ■ and the dcfi^,— — ^if 
i may be allourod, my Lord, to underftand my 
Own dciign, and fuppofmg ^folute perfeflion in 

defigning, to be as ao, 1 think it cannot 

veil fail fbort of 19. Befides all this there 

is keeping in it, afld the dark Arokes in the HoB<- 
BT Horse (whit^ ii a feoondary figure, and a 
kind of hack-ground to the whole) give great 
force to the prindpal lights in your own figare, 
and make it- come off wonderfully ; and be- 
fides, there is an air of originality in the touten- 
. iemUe. 

Bcpleafed, my good Lord, to order the fum 
to be paid into the haads of Mr. Dodfley, for the 
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benefit of die aiubiw i and in th« next ecUtion 
care ihall be taken that this ch^ter be expunged, 
aad youT Loidflup''S nries, di(lni£Hons, arms and 
good actions, be placed at the front of the pre- 
ceding- chaptcar : All which, from the worda, De 
guKibiis noQ eft difputandum, and whatever dfe 
in this book relates to Hobby-Horbes, but no 
nwre, (ball (land dedicated to your Lordihip- — 
The rcltl dedicate to the Moon, who, by the bye, 
ofall thepA-moMs dtMathons lean think of, 
has-moft power to fet my book a going, and make 
the worid TUD mad after it. 

Bright Godilcfs, ' 

Ifthouartnot too bufy with Cakdid and Mifs 

Conbgond's a^irs, 'take Triftram Shandy's 

uader tfay.pTOte^Uoaalfo. 



GHAf. X. 

WHATEVER degreeoffmdl raerit,the a<a 
of bcitignity in favour of the midwife, 
might jultly claim,, or in whom that claim truly 
reftcd— — — at firft fight feemsnot very material 
to Aa hifttrry }—— certain bowe^ it was, that 
the gentlewoman, the parfou'e wife, did run away 
at diat time with the whole of it: And yet, 
for my life I camicrt help thinking but that the 
pvrfon himfelf, though he had not the good for- 
WnetD hit'i^on the ddign firft' ■ ■■ yet as he 
heanaly- concurred in it the moment it was laid 
before Inm, anft as heartily parted with his money 
Uxcarry it into execution, had a claim to fomo 
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Ihare of if, if not to a full half of whatercr 

honour was due to it. 

Tlie world at that time was pleafed to deter- 
mine the matter ctherwifc. 

Lay down the book, and I will allow ^rou half 
a day to give a probable gncfs at the grounds of 
this procedure.. 

Be it known then, that for about five years be- 
fore the date of the midwife's licence, of ^phich 

you have had fo circumdantiat an account,- ■ — 

the p^rfon wc have to do with, had made himfelf 
a country talk, by a breach of afl decorum, which 
he had committed againft himfelf, his ftation, and 
his office i and that mas in his never appear- 
ing belter, or otherwife mounted, than upon a lean 
ibrry, jack-afs of an horfe, value about one pound 
fifteen (hillings ; who, to fliorten all defcription 
of him, was full brother to :Rolinant^, as far as 
limilitude congenial cDuidihake him } for he an" 
fwcrcd his defcription to a hair-breadth in every 

thing, except that I do not remember it is- 

aiiy where faid, that Rofinantc was broken-wind- 
ed ; and that, moreover, Rofifiance, as is the hap- 
pinefs of mod Spanilh horres, fat oFlCan— — 
wa»nndoubtedly a horfe at all points. 

I know very well, that the Hero's borfe wat 
B-hotfe of chafte deportment, which may.havs 
given grouad^ for a contrary opinion; Bnt it if 
certain at the fame time, that Rofinantc's conti- 
nency fas may be demonftratcd from the adven* 
ture of the Yangucfian carriers) proceeded from 
no bodily defeii or caufe whatfoever, but from 
the temperance and orderly current of his-Uoed ; 
and let me^ teil you, Madam, there is a great 
4e«l.of ,vef y good . chaility io. the . wor]d, in ,be» 
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lulT of which, jov could not fa^more for jovt 
life. 

Let that be -as it may, is my parpofe is to do 

nafljuAiceto crcry creature brought upon the 

flageof this dramatic vork, — I could not ftifle 

ibia dillin^ion in favour of Don (^iiotc's horfc, 

■ -ia all other points the parlon's horfc, I 

I fay, wag juft fuch another, for he was as 

lian,aud as lank, and as forry a jade, as HuMi- 
UTT hcrfelf could have bedrided. 

In the edimUion of here -and there a man of 
weak judgement, it was greatly in the parfon's 
power to have helped the figure of this horfe of 
hii.forhe wasmallerof avety handfomc dcmi- 
p«ak'dfaddle,quiItedon the featwith green ptufh, 
garnifhed with a double row of Giver-headed Itudt, 
fnd 3 noble pair of (hining brafs it in up s, with a 
IiouGng altogether fuitable, of grey fuperfine cloth 
with an edging of black lace, terminating in a 
deep, black, tiUc ftinge, poudrc d'or, — all which 
Ik had purchafed in the pride and prime of his 
life, together with a grand embolTed bridle, or- 

nimented at all points as it Ihould be But 

not caring to banter his bealt, he had hung all 
Llicfe up behind his (ludy door ; — and, in lieu of 
them, had fertoully befitted him with ju(V fuch a 
biidkand fucha i'addle, ae the figure and-valuc 
of fach a fteedmlght well <nd truly defeive. 

In the feveral lalliei about his parilh, and in 
the neigMiouring Tifitfl to the gentry who lived 

atound him -you will cafily eomprehend, 

that the parfon, fo appointed, would both hear 
and fee enough lo keep his philofophy from ruft- 
>Qg> To fpcak the truth, he never could en- 
ter a village, but he caught the attention of both 
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dd and young— ^ — Labour ftood ftill as Ke 
pafs'd, the bucket hung fufpended in the mid- 
cUcof the wel l ' ■ ' ■ the fjunning vivtti foigot 
its round— —even chuck-Sarthifig and (hufiie- 
cap thcmfelves fto«d gapng tillhe had got out 
of fight ; and as his movement was none of Ibe 
quickefl, he had gcnciall^ lime enough upon hts 
hands to make his obfervationi.— — —to hear 
the groans of the ferious— — and the laughter of 

the light-hearted ; all which he bore vnth 

excellent tranquijiity.— — Hia chancer was, 

he loved a jeft ia his heart and as he 

faw himfelf in the true point of ridicu]e,he would 
fay, he could not be angry with others for feeing 
' him in ,a light, in which he fo flrongly faw him- 
felf : So that to his friends, who knew his foible 
was not the love of money, and who therefore 
made the lefs fcruple in bantering the extrava- 
gance of his humour-^— in (lead of giving the 
true caufc)^— he chofe rather to join in the 
laugh againll himfelf i and as he never carried one 
fingle ounce of fle(h upon his own bones, being 
altogether as fpare a figureaahisbean,— -he would 
fbfflctimes inlift upon it, that the horfe was as 
good as the rider deferved, — that they wcic cen- 
tauT-ltke, — both of a piece. At other tines, and 
in other' moodfl, when his f^its were abowe the 
temptation of falfcwit,— he would iay, he found 
himfelf going DiF&ltinaccnfun;iption;and, with 
great gravity would pretend he could not bear 
the fight of a fat horfe without a dcje<ftion of 
heart, and a fenfible alteration in his pulfe ; and 
that be had made choice of the lean one he rode 
upon, not only to keep- himfelf in cotinWnance, 
but in fpirits- 
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At difierent times he would give fifty-humour- 
oui and oppofite reafons for riding a meek- fpiri ted 
jade of 3 broken winded horf^ picferable to one 

of mettle ; for on fuch-a one he could fit n\e>- 

chanic>dty,and meditate as delightfully, de vanita^ 
te mundiet fugafEecu]i,a9 with the advantage of 
a death's head before him ; — that in all other 
exetcitation^ he could fpend his time, as he rode 
flowly along — CO as much acoount as in his (tudy; 
' -■■ -ihat he could draw up an argument in his 
fermon, — or a hole in his breeches, as ftcadily on 
thcone as in theother; that brilk trotting and now 
argumentation, like wit and judgement, were two 

incompatible movements. But that upon his 

ftccd— he could unite and reconciie every thing : 

he could compofe his fermon, he could 

compofe hiscough, and in cafe nature gave a 

caii that way, he could likewife compofe himfelf 
to Heep: — In fhort, th^paifoi), upon fuch encoun- 
ters, would aHign any caufe, but the true caufe, — 
and he withheld the true one, only out of nicety of 
temper, becaufe he thought it did honour to him. 

But the truth of the Ttory was as follows j In 
Iheiiift years of this .gentleman's life, and about 
the time when the fupeib iaddle and bridle were 
pmchafedbyhim, ithadbeenhis manner, or vanity 
or call it what you will, to run into the oppolitc 
extreme. — In the language of the country where 
he dwelt, he was faid to have Isved a good horfe, 
andgenerally had one of the bed in the whole par i(h 
Handing, in his (table always ready for faddling j 
and a^ the neareQ midwife, as I told you, did not 
live nearer to the village than feven milee, and in 
a vile country,' it lo fell out that the poor gen- 
tleman was fcarce a whole week together without 
fome piteous application for his bealt ^ and as he 
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vasnotan linkmd-hcarted man, and evcrycafe 
was more prd&ng and more dHlrcfsful than the 
latt,' 33 much afl he loved his beaftihc- had ne- 
ver a heart to rcfufc him ; the upQiot of whfich 
was generally this, that his horfe was «ther clap- 
p'd, or'fpavin'd, or greaz'd — or he was twitter- 
bon'd, or broken winded, or fome thing in fhort 
or other had befallen him, which would let him 
carry no flelh ; fo that he had every nine or ten 

months a bad horfe to get rid of, ^and a good 

horfe to purchafe in his (lead. 

What the lofs in fuch a balance might amwjnt 
to, communibua annis, I 'woQld'leave to a {[Tccial 
jury of fufferers in the fame traffic to determine } 
——but let it be what it would, the honeft gen- 
tleman bore it for many years without a murmur, 
rill at leiigth, by repeated ill accidents of the kind, 
he found it ncceffary to take the thing under conC- 
deration ; and, upon weighing the whole, and 
fumming it up in his mind, he found it not only 
difpro portioned to his other expcnccs, but withal 
fo heavy an article in itfelf, as to di fable him I 
from any other aft of generoflty in his parilh : | 
Bcfides this, he confidered, that, with half the I 
fum thusgallopped away, he coulddoten times as I 

much good ; and what ftill weighed more I 

with him than allotherconfiderationsput together 
was this, that it confined all his charltyinto one 
particular channel, and where, as he fancied, it 
was ihc lead wanted, namely to the child-bearing 
ami child getting part of the parifli -\ referving no- 
thing forthe impotent,— nothing for the aged, — 
nothing for the manycomfortlcfs fcenes he was 
hourly called forth to viGt, where poverty and 
ficknefs and affliftion dwelt together. 

For thefe reafons he refolved to difcontinue 
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theetpence*, and there appeared but two poOible 

ways to extricate him clearly out of it j and 

ihefc were dlher to make it an irremeable law, 
nerer more to lend his.fleed Upon any application 
whatever, — or clfe to be content to ride the laft 
poor devil, fuch as thej had made him, with all his 
aches aAd infirmities, to the very end of the chap- 

As he dreaded his own conftancy in'thc lirft,— 
he very cheerfully betook himfelf to the fecond ; 
and though he could very well have explained it, . 
as I (aide 10 his'honour, — yet, for that very reafon, 
he had a fpirit above it j choofing rather to bear 
ihe contempt of hia enemies, and the laughter of 
his friends, than undergo the pain of telling a fto- 
ryi which might feem a panegyric upon himfelf. 

I have the highcfl idea of the fpiritual and re- 
fined fentiments of this reverend gentleman, from 
this fingle ftroke in his charafter, which I think 
conr.es up to any of the honeft refinements of the 
peerlefs knight of la Mancha, lAhom, by the bye. 
with all his follies, 1 love more, and would a£lu- 
ally have gone, farther to have paid a vifit to, than 
'he greatest hero of antiquity. 

But this is not the moral of my ftory : Tlic 
thing I had in view, was to fiiew the temper of 
llie world in the whole of this affair, — For you 
muft know, that fo long as this explanation would 
have done the p^irfon credit, the devil a foul could 
find it out ; — I foppofe his enemies would not, and * 

that his friends could not, But no fooncr did. 

he beftir himfelf in behalf of the midwife, and pay 
tlie cxpences of the ordinary's lice nee to fet her up, 
—bat the whole fecret raoie out ; every horfe he 
■lad lort, and two horfes more than, ever he had 
loft, ^iiii all the circymftanccs of their deftruflion. 

Vol. I. C 
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wcrel^nown anddiftinflljr remembered.— -Tlic Ho- 
ry ran like wild-fire— — — " The patfon had »rt- 
M turning fit of pride which had juft feized him, 
■' and he was goiiijg to be well mounted once 
** again in his life ; and if It was To, 'twas plain 3i 
*• tnc fun at noon day, he would pocket tlic 
" eipenc^ofthe licence ten times toM the Very 
'• firft year :— — — fo that every body was left 
*' to judge what were his views in this aft ol 
" charity," • 

What were his vipws In this, and in every o- 
ther aflion of his life,— or rather, what were ihs 
opinions which floated in the brains of othn 
people concerning it, was a thought which too 
much floated in his own, and too often broke in 
upon his reft, when he fliould h^ve been found 
aileep. 

About ten years ago, this gentleman had tk 
good fortun? to be made entirely cafy upon th;: 
fcorc, — it being juft fo long fince he left his ps- 
rilh, and the whole world at the fame "time be- 
hind him, and ftands accountable to a judgf, , 

of whom he will have no caufe to complain. 

But there is a fatality attends the aflions of 
fome men ; Order them as they will, they pafs 
through a certain medi^im which fo twifts ani 

refr^fts them from their true dire^iwis r- 

that, with aB the titles to praife which a re^itude 
of heart can give, the doers of ihem are ncvftiht- 
Icfs forced to live •nd die without It. 

Of the truth of which, this gentleman was a 

painful cjtamplc. But to know by what means 

this came to pafs, and to make that know- 
ledge of ufe to you, 1 infift upon it that you read 
the two following chapters, which contain fuch 
a flcetch of his life and converfation, as will canT 
its monvl along with it.-< — When this is done, if 
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notbing flops us in our way, we will go on with the 

miifvifc. 



CHAP. XI. 

yORICK was this parfon's name, and 
what is very lematkable in it, (as appears 
fTam a moft ancient account of the family UTote 
upon ftrong vellum, and now in pcrfcft ptcfer- 

vation) it had been eiaflly fo fpeit for near ■ 

I was within an ace of faying nine hundred 
years ; ■ ' but I would not Ihake my credit in tell- 
ing an improbable truth, however indifputable 
■a itfclf i and therefore I ihall content my- 

felf with only faying, It had been exailly fo 

fpelt, without the leaft variation or tranfpofition 
of a fingle letter, for I do not know how long ; 
which IS more than I would venture to fay of 
One half of tlie bell furnatneR in the kingdom j 
which, in a courfe of years, have generally un- 
dergone as many chops and changes as their own- 
ers.-: —Has this been owing to the pride, 

wto the fliame of their refpeftive proprietors? 

In honeft truth, I think, fometimeg to the 

one^ and fcmetimes to the other, jull as the temp- 
tation has wrought. But a villanous adair it is, 
and will one day To blend and confound us all to- 
gt;[her, that no one Ihall be able to (land up and 
fwear, " that his own great grand-fathet was 
the man who did either this or that." 

This evil had been fufficiently fenced againft 
ty the prudent care of the Yorick family, and 
Ineir religious prefervation of thefc records I 
I quote, which do further inform us, that the fa- 

C 2 
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.inily was originally of Daniih extraction, and 
had been tTanfplantcd into England as early as in 
the rcigti of HoTwendillus, king of Denmark, in 
whofe court, it feems, an anceftoc of this Mr. 
Torick's, and from whom he was lineailr it- \ 
fcended, held a confidcrable poll to the day of 
his death. Of what nature this confiderable pod 

was, this record faith not : It only adds, That 

for near two centuries, it had been totally abo- 
liflied, as altogether unnecefTary, not only in 
■that court, but in every other court in the Chriftian 
world. 

It has often cmne into my head, that this pofi 
could be no other than that of the king's chief 

jefterj and that Hamlet's Yoricfc, in our 

Shakefpearc, many of whofc plays, you know, are 
founded upon authenticated faints,— was certaiiv 
Jy the very man. 

I have not the time to look into Saxo-Gram- 

• maticus's Danifti hiftory, to know the certainty 

of this 1 but if you have leifure, and can eafily 

get at the book, you may do it full as well your- i 

felf. _ I 

I had juft time, In my travels through Denmark 

■ withMr. Noddy's eldeft fon, whom, in the year 
174^,1 accompanied as governor, riding along 

. with him at a prodigious rate through moft parts 
of Europe, and of which original journey per- 
formed by us two, a moll deleft able narrative will' 
be given in the progrefs of this work ; I had juft 
time, I fay, and that was all, to prove the truth 
of an obfervation made by a long foiourner in 
that country, namely, *• That Nature was 

: neither very lavilh, nor was fhc very ftingy in her 
gifts of genius and capacity to its inhabitants.; 
but like a difcreet parentj was moderately 
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UHd to them all ; obferving fuch an equd tenor 
in the diftributioD of hor favours, ^ to bring 
themki thof% pO'inU, pretty ttear to a level witu 
each otder j fo that you wiU meet with few in- 
ftanccsj m that kingck>ai, of refined parts : but 
a great deal of good plain houQiold undcrllanding 
amongd all ranks of people, of which every body 
has a Ihare ■" which is, I think, very right. 

With ust you fee, the cafe is quite difleietit ; 
— *-we are all upa and downs in this matter } 
—yon are a great' genius ;— or, 'tia fifty to one. 

Sir, you are a great dunce ajid a blockhead; ' 

not that there is a total want of intermediate 
ileps,— no,— Jweare not fo irregular as that comw 
to;— but the two extremes are more common, 
and in a greater degree in this unfettlcd ifland, 
where Nature, in her gifts gnd difpofitions of this 
Itind, is moft whimfical and capricious ; Fortune 
hcrfelf not being more fo in the bequeft of her 
goods and chatties than flie. 

This is all that ever ftaggered my faith in fe- 
gard to Yorick's extraction, who', by what I can 
Temember of him, and by all the accounts I 
could ever get of him, feenied not to have had 
one Tingle drop of Danifli blood in his whole. 
erafis ; in nine hundred years it might poilibly 
have all run out : — I will not philofophike one 
moment with you about it ; for, happen how it 
would, the fa£l was this:— That inl^d df that 
cold phlegm, and exaO. regularity of fei>fe and 
humours, you would have looked for, in one fo 
ei^trafted,— he was, on the contrary, as mercu- 
rial and fubiimated a compofitioH, — as hetero- 

clitc a creature in all his declcniions with as 

much life and %vhim, and gaiete de cceur about 
Iwm, as the kindlicfl; climate could have engcn-- 

^3. „„.c„„o 



3a Tafe LIFE and OPINIONS or 

dered and put together. With all this fail, poor 
Yorick carried not one ounce of ballad ; he wu 
utterly unprafli fed In the world} and at the age 
of twenty-fix, knew juft about as well how to 
lleer his courfc in it, as a romping nnfufptcious 
gh'l of thirteen : So that upon hts firft fetting 
out, the brilk gale of his fpirits, a« you wiS 
imagine, ran him foul ten- times in a day of (bme- 
body'g tackling; and as the grave and more flow- 
paced were oftencfi: in his way, —you may like- 
wife imagine, 'twas with fuch he generally had 
the itt tuck to get the mod entangled. For auglit 
1 knjQw,. there might be fome mixture of utiluckr 
wit at the bottom of fuch fracas— for, to^ ^^cak 
the truth, Yorick had an invmcible diflikc and 

oppofitioD in his nature to gravity j not to 

gravity as fiich for where gravity was want- 
ed, he would be the moft grave and feriotis of 
mortal men. for days and weeks together ;— — 
but he was an enemy to the affcflationv of it, 
and declared open war againtV ie, only a9 k ap- 
peared a clock for ignorance, or for foUy j and 
then, whenever it fell in his way, however fliei- 
tcred and prote^cd, he feldom gave it much quar- 

Soroetimcs, in his wild way of talking,, he 
would fay, that gravity was an arrant fcoundrel : 
and, he would add, — of the mod dangerous kind 
too,— — bccaufe a fty one ; and that he verily 
believed, more honeft, well meaning people were 
bubbled out of their good's and money by it in 
one twelvemonth, than by pocket-picking and 
fhop-liftingin fevcn In the naked temper which 
a merry heart difcovered, he would fay. There 
was no danger— but to itfclf : — whereas the very 
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eltence of gravity *as defign, and confequentl^ 
deceit ;^'twa3 a taught try:k to gain credit of the 
world for tnoie fenfc and liuowlcdge than a man 
was worth ; and that, with all Ua prctenfions,— 
it was no better, but often worfe than what a 
French wit had long ago defined it, — viz. A my- 
fterious carriage of the body, to cover the defefls of 
the mind ;——— which definition of gravity, Yo- 
lick, with great imprudence, would fay, dcfeiTed 
to be wrote in letters of gold, 

But, in plain truth, he was a man unhackne]^- 
ed and unpraflifed in the world, and wag alto- 
gether as indifcTcet and foolilh on every other 
fubjeil of difcourfi:, where policy is wont to im- 
pwfs reftraint. Yoricic had no imprcffioo but 
one, and that was what arofe from the nature of 
the deed fpoken of ; which imprelTion he would 
ufortlly tranflaie into plain Engtilh, without any 

periphrafis.- — and too oft without much di- 

iUntlioa of either perfonage, time, or place % 

fu that when mention was made of a pkiful of 'an 
ungenerous proceeding — he never gave himfelf 
a motpent's time to refleft who was the Hero of 

the piece what his llation or how far he 

tiad power to hurt Iiim hereafter j but if it 

Was a dirty afl ion,— without more ado, 

ihe man was a dirty fellow ^and fo on :— — 

And as his comments had u fa ally the ill fate to 
be terminated either inabon mot, or to be en- 
h(cn'd throughout with fome'drollery or humour 
of csprelDon, it gave wings to Yorick's indifcre- 
tion. In a word, though he never fought, yet 
at the fame time, as he feldom fliunned occafions 
of faying what came uppermoA, and without 

nuicb ceremony, he had but too many temp- 

t^Uoue un life, of fcattering his wit and his hu~ 

C4 
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inour,~-his gibee and hU jefts, about him.— They 
were not loft for want of gathering. 

What were the confcquencesrand what was To- 
ricli's cataftrophe thereupon, you will read in the 
next chapter. 



■ CHAP. xn. 

XHE Mortgager and the Mortgagee difiir the- 
one from the other, not more in length- 
rfe, than the Jefler and Jeftee da in that 
vi memory. But in this the comparifon be-, 
twecn them runs, as the fcholiaits call it, upon 
all-four ; which, by the bye, is upon one or two 
legs more, than fome of the bed of Homer's can 
pretend to ; — n»mely, THiat the one raifcs a fum, 
and the other a Uugh at your cipence, and think 
no more about it. Interett, however, ftill runs 
on in both cafe^— the [leriodtcal or accidental pay- 
ments of it, juft ferving to keep the memory 
of the affair alive ; tilt, at length, in fame evil | 
hour — pop comes the crediior upon each, and by 
demandin}; principal upon ihe^lpol, together with- 
full interelt to the very day, makes them both feel 
the full extent of their obligations. 

As the reader (for I hate your ifs) bas a tho- 
rough knowledge of human natitre, •! need not fay 
more to fatisfy him, that my Hero could not go on 
at this rate without fome flight experience of thefe 
incidental mementoes. To fpeak the truth he had 
wantonly involved himfelf in a multitude of fmntl 
book-debts of this ftamp, which not with (landing 
Kugeuius's frequent advice, he too much difregard- 
ed i thinking that, as not one of them was CMi- 
trafled thro' any malignancy, — but on the con-. 
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i^ry, from an honefty of miod and a mere jo- 
cundity of humour, they would all of ihecn be 
crofs'd out in courfe. 

Eugenius would never admit this i and would 
often tell him, that, one day or other, he would 
certainly be reckoned with; and, he would often 

add in an accent of forrowful apprchen&on to 

the uttermoft mite. To which Yorick, with hia 
ufual careleShcfs of heart, would as often anfwer 
with a pfliaw !- ■ —and, if the fubjefl was ftarted 
m the ^elds — with a hop, (kip, and a jump at the 
end of it i but if clofe pent up in the foetal chim- 
ney corner, where the culprit was barricado'd in 
with a table and -a couple of arm chairs, and could 
not fo readily fly off in a tangent, — Eugeniuft 
would then go on with his leflure upon difcretion, . 
in words to this purpofe, though fomewhat better- 
put together. 

Truft me, dear Yorick, this unwary pleafant-- 
ry of thine will fooner or later, bring thee into 
trapes and difficulties, which no after-wit can 

eitiicate the out of. In thefe fallies, too 

(^t, 1 fee, it happetis, that a perfon laugh'd at, 
confiders himfelf in the light of a perfon injured, - 
with all tlie rights of fuch a fituation belonging 
to him ; and when thou vtewefl him in that light 
too, and reckonefl up his friends, his family, his ■ 
kindred and allies, — and muflerelt up with them 
the many recruits which will I'lfl: under him, from'^ 
a fenfc of common datigerj 'tis no cxtnvagant 
atiihmetick to fay, that for every ten jokes, — thoa 
hjil got an hundred enemies -, and till thou haft 
gone on, and raifcd a fwarm of wafps about thy 
ears, and art half Hung to death by them, thou^ 
wilt never be convinced it is fo. 
I cannot l'ufpe£l it in tfie man whom I cileem, , 
Cs 
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that there is the leaft fpur from fpleen or malcro 
Icnce of intent in thcfe fellies,— I believe and 
know them to be trulyjioncft and fportive : — but 
con(icter, my dear lad, that fools cannot diltinguifti 
this, and that knaves will not ; and thou knowe(V 
not what it is, either to provoke the one, or to make 
roerry with the sther j — -whenever they aflbciatc 
for mutual defence, depend upon, it, they will 
carry on the war in fuch a manner againft thee, 
my dear friend, as to make thee heartily Tick of it, 
and of thy life too. 

Revenge from fomc baneful corner fiiall level' 
a tale of difhonour at thee, which no innocence 
of heart, or integrity of conduft, (hall fet right. 
———The fortunes of thy houfc Avail totter,—: 
thy charafter, which led the w«y to them, (hall 
bleed on. every (ide of it, — thy fjiih queftioned, 
— thy works belied, — thy wit forgotten, — thy leatn-. 
ing trampled on. To wind up the laft fcene of 
thy tragedy, CauELTY and Cowardice, twin-ruf- 
fians, hired and fet on by Malice in the dark, 
Ihall llrike togethef at all thy infirmities and mif- 
takes : — the hell of us, my dear lad, ly open there ; 
—and trull me — truft me, Yorick, when, to gratifv 
a private appetite, it is once refolved upon, that 
an innocent and an helplefs creature (liali be fa- 
crificcd, 'tis an eafy matter to pick up flicks eno^ 
from any thicket where it has ftrayed, to make a 
fire to offer it up with. 

'Yorick fcarce ever heard this fad vatlcinattoii of' 
his deftiny read over to him, but with a tear fteal- 
ing from his eye, and a promifTory look attend- 
ing it, that he was refolved, for the time^to comc, 

to ride his tit with more fobricty —But, alas, 

too laic! --a grand confederacy, with* •*•* and 
• ••«* at the head of it, was form'd before the 
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firft prcdi£lion of it. The wlio'c plan of die 

attack, jufl as Eu^cnius had foreboded, was put in 
eicecution aii at once,^-^-4ivith To tittle mercy on 

the fide of the allies,-< and fo little fufpicion in 

Yorick, of what was carrying on againft him, 

that when he thought, good cafy mm ! full fure* 
ly preferment was o'ripening,— ihcy had fmote 
hi& root and then he fell as many 3' worthy man 
had fallen before hint. 

Yorick, however, fought it out with all imagi' 
nable gallantry for fome time ; till, overpower'd 
by numbers, and worn out at length by the cala- 
mities of the war, —but more fo, by the ungenc- 
lous manner in which it waa carried on,— he threw 
down the fword ^ and though he kept up hiv 
fpirits in appearance to the laft,— he died, never— 
thelefs, as was generally thought, quite broken-- 
hearted. 

What inclined Eugenius to die fame opinion,, 
was as follows : 

A few hours before Yorick hreath'd his la(l» 
£ugenius ftept in with an intent to take Ms lafl 
%ht and^laft farewel of him: Upon his draw- 
ing Torick's curtain, and afking how he felt him- 
felf, Yorick, looking up in his face, took hold of 

hi» hand ;> and, after thanking him for the 

many tokens of his friendfhip to him, for which 
he faid, if it was their fate to meet hereafter,—— 

he would thank him again and ajjain, —he 

told hinii he was within a few hours of giving 

his enemies the flip for ever. --l hope not, »n- 

fwered Eugenius, with tears trickling down hia 
checks, and with the tendercft tone that ever man 

fpokc,— I hope not, Yorick, faid he, Yorick. 

replied with a look up, and a gentle fqueeze of. 
Eugenius's hand, and that was all;— but it. cut 
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Eugcnius to hig heart.— —Come, — comCt Yorict^, 
quoth [£ggenius, wiping his eyes, and fummoning 
up the man within him, — my dear lad, be com- 
forted, — let not all thy fpiriia and fortitude foriaVc 
thee at this crifis, when thou moft wanted thcmj 
—who knows what refources aie in. llore, and what 
the power of God mjy yet do for thee ?— Yorick 
laid his h^nd upon his heart, and gently Ihook his 
his head. — For my part, continued Eugenius, cry.- 
jng bitterly as he uttered the words, — I declare, I 
know not, Yorick, how to part with thee,---and 
would gladly flatter my hopes, added Eugenius, 
chcaring up his voice, that there is llilt enough 
left of thee lo make a Iwihop,— and that I may li?(! 
to fee it. — I befeech thee, Eugenius, quoth 
Yorick, taking off his night-cap as well as.he c<3uld 
with his left hand, — his right being ftill grafpcd 
clofe in that of Eugenius, — I befeech thee to take 

a view of my head, — ■ —I fee nothing that ails, 

it, replied Eugenius. Then, alas ! my friend, faid, 
Yorick, let me tell you, that 'tis fo bruifed and 
miafhapen'd with the blows which ••••• and, 
• •■•»j and foFite others, have fo unhandfomely. 
given -me in the dark, that I might fay with 
Sanclio Pancho, that ftiould I recover, and " mU 
" tree thereupon be fuffcred to rain do%rnfrom. 
" heaven as thick as hail," not one of 'em would . 

fit it. Yorick's ' lalt breath was hanging 

upon his trembling lips ready to depart as he ut-. 
tcr-d,,tlus, — yet ftill it was utterM with ronaethlng 
of a Cervanric tone ; — and as he fpokc it, Euge- 
nius could perceive a Elream of lambent five light- 
ed up for a moment in his eyes ', — faint pi£lurc of 
thofe flafhes of his fpirit, which (as Shakefpeare 
faid of his anceftor) wer« wont to fet the tabic in 
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Eagenius was convinced from this, that the 
licart of his friend was broke ; he fqucez'd his 

hand, and then walk'd foftly out of the 

room, weeping as he walk'd. Yorick followed 

£ugeniiu with his e^es to ihe doorj he then 

clofed them, — and never opened ihem more. 

He lies buried in a coriier of his churchyard, 

ill the parifli of ■ — -, under a plaiu murble 

flab, which his friend Eugenius, by leave of his- 
executorS) laid upon his grave with no more than 
thefc three words of infcription, ferving bothfor.- 
liis epitaph and elegy ; : 
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Ten times a day has Torick's (rhoft the con- 
folition to hciirhis monumental iiifcriptipn read 
over, with fuch variety of plaintive tones, as de* 

rotf a general pity and eftcem for him ; a 

foot-way cro(Tnig the church-yard clofc by the 
fide of his grave, — not a paflenger goes by with- 
■ out Hopping to call a look upon it,— and Gghing„ 
a$ he walks on, 

Alas, poor YORICKl 
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ITJt To lot^ Snce the reader of this rhapfodnal 
wotL has bcea partrdirom the 'midwife, that 
itishightimt to mention her again to him, mere- ' 
lytoputhim in mind that-thcre is fuch a bodj 
ftill in the world, and whom, upon the belt 
jwlgemem I can form upon my own phn at pnc- 
fent, — I am going; to introduce to him for good- 
and all : But, aafreth ntatrer nrfty be ftartcd, and 
mpch unespefled bufinels fall out betwixt the 
[ffader and myfelf, which may require immediate 
Jlfpatch, — 'twas right to take care that the poor- 
WDBiMt^ouId not be loft in the mean time ;— be- 
caufe when the is wuited, we can no way do with^. 
OHt her. 

friiinki told you that tiris good woman was a- 
petfon of nofmaUnoieand confequence through. 
out our whole village and towiilhip i— that her 
fame had fpread itfclf to the very ouC-cdge and 
circumference of that circle of importance, of 
which kind every foul living, whether he has a 
ftirt to hia back or no, — has one furrounding ■ 
him : — which faid circle, by the w?.y, whenever 
'lis faid, that fuch a one is of great weight alid 
importance in the world, 1 defire maybe enlarged 
or contracted in your worfliip's fancy, in a com- 
pound ratio of the (tation, profeflion, knowledge,, 
abilities, height and deptJi (mcafuring both ways) 
ef the perfonage brought before you. 

hi the prefent cafe, if I remember, I fixed it 
at about four or five miles, which not only com- 
pteheaded the whole parilh, but extended itfelf 
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to two or three of ihe adjacent hamlets in t^ 
flcirts of the next parifli ; which made a con^ 
fiderable thing of it. I mnft add, That (he wfl» 
moreover, very well looked on at one large gran ge^- 
houfei and fome other odd houfes and farms with- 
in two or three miles, at I faid, from the fraoke 
of her own chimnej :— — But I mull berCf 
once for all,- inform you, that alt this will be 
more exa^ly delineated and cxplain'd in a map^ , 
now in the hands of the engraver* which, with 
many other pieces and developemcnta te this worlir 
will be added to the end of the twenlieih vohime i 

— not to fwell the work ! deleft the thought 

of fuch a thing, — —but by way of commentary, 
fcholium, 41]uftration, and key to fuch paffagcSf 
incidents, or inaendoes, as fhall be thought to- 
he eiiher of private interpretation, or <rf dfirk of 
doubtful meaning, afier my life and my opinions 
iliall have been read over, (now don't forget the 
n^eaniiijif of the word) — by all the world : — - — 
which, betwixt yoB and me, and ii* fpite of alf 
the gentlemen reviewers in Creat-Britaiti, and of 
all that their worfbips fliall undertake to write or 
fay to the contrary, — I am determined Ihall be the 

c;ife. ' — I need not tell your worfliip, that ali 

tliis is fpoke in confuknccv 



CHAP. XIV. . 

UPON looking into my motlier's marrj^tf 
fcttlemcnt, in order to fatisfy tnyfclf and 
reader, in a point neceflary to be clear'd lip, be- 
fare we could proceed any farther in this hillory, 
—1 had the good fortune to pop upon the wry 
tiling 1 wanted, before I had read a day and a halt 
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ftfaight fon'rari'iB ;— it might hare, taken me u]t) a 
month i— which fiiows plainly, that v/hen a man 
fits down to write a hiltorf,— tho* it be but the 
hidory of Jack Hickathrih or Tom Thumb, he 
knows no more than his heels what lets and con- 
foimded hindcrances he is to meet with in his 

way, or what a dance he may be led, by ont 

excurfion or another, before all is over. , Could 
an hiftoTiographer drive on his hiftory as a mule^ 

leer drives cm his mule ftraight forward,. 

fog inftance, from Rome ail the way to 
Lorctto, without ever once tuniing his head alide, 
eitherto the right hand or to the left,— he might 
venture to forctcl you toi an hour when he flionW 
get to his journey's end :— but the thing Is, morale . 
Trr fpenking, impoflible ; for, if he is a man of 
the leaft fpirit, he will have fifiy deviations from 
a ftraight line to make with this or that party as be 
goes along, which he can nowifc avoid ; He will 
have views and profpefls to htmfelf perpetually 
foliciting his eye, which he can no more help {land- 
ing ftill to look at, than he can fly j he a ill more- 
over have various 
, Accounts to reconcile : 
Anecdotes to pick up: 
Infcvtptions to make out : 
Stories to weave in i 
Traditions to fift : 
Perfonages to call upon r 
Panegyricks to paftc up at this door ; 

pafqui/iatlesit that ; All which, both tbc 

man and the mule are quite exempt from. To 
fum up all 1 there are archieves at every ftage to 
be look'd into, and rolls, records, documents, 
Mid endlefa genealogies,, which jufticc ever and 
anon calls him back to ftay the reading of : In 
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fliort, there is no end of it. ■ For my own part). 
I- declare I have boca M it thef^-fix wwics, makmg 
ah the fpeed 1 pofTibly could, — r— and am iwt yet 

born: 1 have juft been able, and dtat's all, to 

tell you when it happen'd, but not how,— fo thst 
yon fee the thbig is yet far from being accom[<liih- 
ed. 

Tbefe unforefccn ftoppages, whkh, I own, I 
had no conception of when I firft fct out, — jBut 
whkh, I am convinced now,, will rather increafe 
than dimtnilh as I advance, — • — have ftruclc oMt a- 
Hnt which I am refolvcd to foHow j— --ami' that- 
ig, ' not to be in a hurry,— ^-bat to go on !ci- 
fardj, writing and publishing two volumes of my 

life every year, which, if I am fuffered to gp' 

oh qniedy, and can make a tolerable bargun with 
ra<r bsokfcUcr, I IhitU continue to d<i a$ long as I^ 
live. 



CHAP. XV. 

THE article in my mother's marrijge fettle*- 
ment. which I told the reader I was at the 
"pains to fearch for, and which, now that I have 
found it, I think proper to hj before him, — is fo 
much more fully exprefs'd in the deed rtfelf, than 
ever I can pretend to do it, that it would be bar- 
barity to take it out of the lawyer's hand: — It i$ as 
follows. ■ 

" AND THIS INDENTURE FARTHEK 
" WITNESSETH, That the faid Waher Shan- 
" dy, merchant, in confideration of the faid intend- 
« cd marriage to be had, and by God's bleffing to 
*' be well and truly folemnized and confummated 
between the faid Walter Shandy and Elizabetli- 
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" Moltineux, aforeraid, and divers other good and 
'< valuable cMtfcsand con li derations, him thcTcun- 

" to fpccially moving, doth gr3nt,covrnant, 

" condefcend, confcnt, conclude, bargain, and fnl- 
" ly agree to and with John Dixon and James Tur- 
" ner, Efqrs. the above-named trufteea, &c. &c. 

" TO WIT, ^That in cafe it Ihould 

■' hereafter fo fall out, chance, happen, or othcr- 

" wife come topafs,— that the faid Walter 

" Shandy, merchant, dial] have left off bulincfs 
'' before the time or times, that the faid EHzahe^ 
' Mollineux Ihali, according to the courfe of na- 
■' turc, or otherwife, have left off bearing and 

' bringing forth children ; and that in confc- 

" quence of the faid Walter Shandy having fo left 
■' ofl'buGnefa, (hall, in defpight, and agamft the 
" free-wiil, confcnt, and good-liking of the 

" faid Elizabeth Mollincox, make a depar. 

" lure from the city of London, in order to re_ 
" tire to, and dwell upon, his eftate at Shandy^ 

" Hall in the county of , orat anyothcr 

" country-feat, caflle, hall, manfion-houfe, mef- 
" fuage, or grange-houfe, now purchafed, or 
" hereafter to be purchafed, or upon any part or 
" parcel thereof : — That then, and as often as the 
« faid Elizabeth Mollincux Oiall happen to be 
" enceint with child or children, feverally and 
" lawfully begot, or to be begotten, upon the bo- 
"dyof the faid Elizabeth Molhneux during her 
" faid coverture, — he the faid Walter' Shandy 
" fhall, at his own proper cofl and charges, and 
" out of his own proper moiries, upon good and 
" reafonable notice, which it hereby agreed to be 
'' within Gx weeks of her the faid Elizabeth Mol- ' 
" lineui's full reckoning, or time of fuppofcd and 
'" computed delivery, — pay, or canfe to be paid. 
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*' the fum of one hundred and twenty pounds of 
« good an4 lawful mone^, to John Dixon tad 

** James Turner, Efqrs. or afBgns, upon 

*« TRUST and confidence, and for and unto the 
" ufe.and ufes, intent, end, and purpofc follow* 

*t ing-. — i-THAT IS TO SAY, That the 

« faid fum of one hundred and twenty pounds 
<' fhall be paid into the hands of the faid Elizi- 
** beth MoUineuz, or to be otherwife applied by 
« them the faid truilees, for the well and truly 
" hiring of one coach, with able and fuflicienE 
•• horfes, to carry arid convey the body of the 
■' faid Elizabeth Mollineux and the child or chil- 
*' dren wiiich (he fliall be then and there en- 
•< cient and pregnant with, — unto the city of 
" London ; and for the farther paying and dc- 
** fraying all other incidental cofts, charges, 
" and expcnces whalfocver, — in and about, and 
•• for, and relating to her (aid intended delivery 
*■ and lying in, in the faid city, or fubuibs t^iere- 
■*: of. And that the faid Elizabeth Mollincui 
" /hall and may from time to time, and at all 
" fuch time and times. as arc here covenanted and 
" agreed upon, — peaceably and quietly hire the 
" faid coach and horfes, and have free ingrefs, 
•' egrefs and regref* throughout her journey, in 
<■ and from the f^idcoach, accordingto the tenor, 
" true intent, and meaning of thefc prefeni^, with- 
*< out any let, fuit, trouble, difturbance, molefta- 
" tion,-difchargc, hinderancc, forfeiture, eviftion, 
" vexation interruption, or tncumbcrance what- 

« foever. And that it ftiall moreover 

" be lawful to and for the faid Elizabeth Molli- 
" neux, from time to time, and as oft or often as 
" flie (hall well and truly be advanced in her faid 
*' pregnancy, to the time heretofore (Itpulated 
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" and agreed upoiii — to live and refide in fuch 
' place or places, and in fuch family or families^ 
' and with fuch relations, friends, and other per- 
< fons within the faid city of Ixindon, as flic, at 
' her own will and pleafuie, notwithftanding her 
' pre fent coverture, and as if flic were a fcmmc 

' fole and Unmarried, fliall think fit. 

' AND THIS INDENTURE FARTHER 
' WITNESSETH, That for the more cffeaual-' 
' ly carrying the faid covenant into execution, 
' the laid "WaUcr ^andy, merchant, doth hcrc- 
" by grant, bargain, fell, releafe, and conlirm 
'• unto the faid John Dixon and James Turner, 
" Efqrs. their heirs, executors, and affigrts in 
' their aflual pofTeflion, now being by virtue of 
" an indenture of bargain and fale for a year to 
" them the faid John Dixon and James i'nrner 
" Efgrs. by him the faid Walter Shandy, mer- 
■'chant, thereof made, which faid bargain and 
■' fale for a year, bears date the day next before 
" the date of thefe prefents, and by force and 
"virtue of the flatute for transferring of ufcs in- 

" to pofleffion, All that the manor and 

" lordftjjp of Shandy, in the county of 
'' with all the rights, members, and appurte- 
" nances thereof; and all and every the mef- 
'' fuages, houfes, buildings, barns, ilablcs, or- 
" chards, gardens, backfides, tofts, crofis, garths, 
" cottages, lands, meadows, feedings, paftures, 
" marlhcs, commons, woods, underwoods, drains, 
" Gflieries, waters and water-courfes,— — — 
" together with all rents, reverfions, fervices, an- 
" nuities, fee-farms, knights fees, views of ftank- 
" pledge, efcheats, reliefs, mines, quarries, goods 
" and chattels of felons and fugitives, felons of 
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-« themfclves, and put in exigent, deodands, ftffi 
« warrens, and all other royakiea and feigno- 
" rics, rights and jurisdifliona, privileges and 

« hercditsments whatfoever. AND AL- 

•« SO, the advowfon, donation, prcfentation and 
' " free difpofition of the rcAoiy and parfonage of 
" Shandy aforefaid, and all and every the tenths 

-" tithes, glebe-buds " In three words 

my mother was to lie in (if flie chofe it) in 
■ London, 

But, in order to put a Hop to the praiflice of 
any unfair play on the part of my mother, which 
a marriage acticle of this nature too manifeftl^ 
opened a door to, and which, indeed, had never 
been thought of at all, but for. my uncle Toby 
Shandy; a claufe was added in fecurity of my 
father, which was this ; ' " That in cafe my 
'*' mother hereafter IhouM, at any time, put my 
" father to the trouble and expence of 3 London 



' journey, upon 



falfe cries and tokens ; that 



' for every fuch inftance, flie Ihould forfeit all 
' the right and title ■which the covenant gave her 
" to the next turn ; — but to no more,— and fo on, 
■" toties quottes, in as cffeftual a manner, as if 
" fuch a. covenant betwixt them had not been 
*< made."— This, by the way, was no more than 
-what was reafonable ; — and yet as rcafonable as 
it was, I have. ever I'lought it hard, that the whole 
weight of the article fliould have fallen entirely 
.as it did, upon myfelf. 

But 1 was begot and bom to misfortunes ; 

for my poor mother, whether it was wind or wa- 
— terjor a compound of J^oth, — or neither^ 
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or whether it was Gmply the mere fwell of ima- 
gination and fatKy in her j-— or bow far z ftrong 
wifh and defire to have it fb, might miflead her 
judgement ; — in fhort, whether flic was deceived 
or deceiving in this matter, it no way becomes 
mt to decide. The fa£t was this, that in the lat- 
ter end of Septeml>er 1717, which was the year 
before I was born, my mother having catrled my 
father op to town much againft the grain, — he 
j>CTcmptorily itifjfted upon the tlaufe; — fo that I 
was doom'd, by marriage articlfs, to have my nofe 
fqueezM as flat to my face, as if the deftinies had 
afluaUy fpun me without one. 

How this event came about,— am] what a traJa 
of vexatious difappointments, in one ftagc or O- 
ther of my life, have purfued me from the mere 
iofs, or rather compreffion of this one Gngic mem^ 
ber, — fliall be laid before the reader all iQ doe 
time. 

CHAP. XVI. ■ 

MT father, -as any body may naturally ima- 
gine, came down with my mother into 
the country, in but a pettilh kind of a humour. 
The firft twenty or five and twenty miles he did 
nothing in the world but fret and teaze himfelf^ 
^nd, indeed, my mother too, about the curfed ex- 
pence, which, he faid might every fhiUing of it 
have been faved; then, what vexed him more 
than every thing elfc, was the provolcing time of 
the year,— which as I told you, was towards 
the end of September, when his wall fruit, and 
greeo gages efpecially, in which he Was very cu- 

lious, weie juft ready for puUine: *• Had 

Vol.1. ,' D 
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** he been whifttcd up to London, upon a Tom 
" Fool's errand in an^ other month of the whole 
" rear, he fliould not have faid three wordt *• 
*' bout it." 

For the next two whole llages, no fubjefl would 
go down, but the heavy blow he had fuftataed 
from the lofs of a fon, whom, it feems, he had 
taUj reckoned upon in his mind, and regiltered 
down in his pocket-book, as a fccond ftaff for his 
old age, in cafe Bobbv fhould fait him. . " Tix 
*' difappointment of this, he fatd, was ten timei 
" more to a wife man, than all the money which 
(' the journey, ilfc. had colt him, put together 
" Rot the hundred and twenty pounds,— he 

<* did not mind it a rulh." 

From Stilton all the way to Grantham, no- 
thing in the whole affair provoked him fo much 
as the condolences of his friends, and the foolilh 
figure they (hould both make at church the fiHl 
Sunday ; of which, in the fatirical vehemence 
of his wit, now fliarpencd a little by vexation, he 
would give fo many humorous and provoking de- 
fcrtptions, — and place his rib and felf in fo many 
tormenting lights and attitudes, in the face of the 
whole congregation ,~that my mother declared 
thefe two ftages were fo truly tragi-comical, that 
(he did nothing hut laugh and cry in a breath, 
from one end to the other of them all the way. 

From Grantham, till they had crofled the 
Trent, my father was out of all kinil of patience 
at the vile trick and impofition which he fancied 

my mother had put upon him in this affair 

*' Certainly," he would fay to himfclf, over 
and over again, " the woman could not be de- 
ft cdved hcifelf ; — if flic could, — what veak' 
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" ncfs !"— Tormenting word ! which led his ima- 
gination a thorny dance, and, before all was 

over, played the deuce and all with him ; for 

fure as evet-tlie word weaknefs was uttered and 
jtruck full upon his brain, fo fure it fet him up- 
on lunning divifions Upon how many kinds of 
weakneffes there were;— that there was fuch z 
thiag as weaknefs of the bod^^ — as .well as weak- 
nefs of the mind, — and then he would do no- 
thing but fyllogize within himfelf for a ftage or 
two together,- how far the caufc of all thefe veia- 
tions might, or miglit net have arifen out of 
himfelf. 

In ihort, lie had To many little fubje^s of dif- 
quietude fprlnging out of this one affair, all fret- 
ting fucccflively in his mind as they rofe up in 
it, that my mother, whatever was her journey 
up, had but an uneafy journey of !t down— ~In 
a word as (he complained to my uncle Toby, he 
would hare tired out the patience of any flefh a- 
livc. 



CHAP. XVII. 

X HOUGH my father travelled homewards, as 
I told you in none of the bed of moods,— 
'-ing and pifli-ing all the way down, — yet 
he had the complaifance to keep the worft part of 
the ftory Rill to himfelf; — which was the refolu- 
t ion he had taken, of doing himfelf the jullice, 
which my uncle Toby's claufe in the marriage 
fettlement empowered him ; nOr was it till the 
very night in whith I was begot, which was thir- 
teen tiionths after, that the had the leaft intima- 

titin of hi8 dcGgn when my father, hap- 

D a ' 
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peniRgt as you Tcmembcr, to be a little chagrined 
and out of temper, — took occafion, as they laf 
chatting gravely ip bed afterwards, talking over 
what was to come, — to let her know that flie 
inuft accommodate herfelf as well as Ihe could to 
the bargain made between them in their marriage 
•deeds } which was, to ly-in of her nest child in 
tjie country, to balance the laft year's journey. 

My father was a gentleman of many virtues, 
—but he had a itrong fpicc of that in his temper, 
which might or might not add to the number. 

. Tis known by the name of perfevcrance 

in a good caufe, and of obftinancy in a bad one : 
Of this my modicr had fo much knowledge, that 
ftic knew 'twas to no purpofe to make any temon- 
ftrance,— fo (he e'en rcfolvcd to Ct down quietly, 
And make the molt of it. 



CHAP, xvm- 

AS the point was that night agreed, or ratlier 
determined, that my mother ihould Jy-in 
of mc in the country, (he took her meafures ac- 
cordingly; for which purfofc, when flie wa» 
three days, or thereabouts, gone with child, flie 
began to caft her eyes upon the midwife wliom 
you have fo often heard me mention ; and before 
tfic week was well got round, as the famous Dr. 
Matiingham was not to fee had, Jhe had come to 

a final determination in her mind, ^notwith- 

ftanding there 'was a fcientlfick operator within 
fo near a call as eight miles of us,., and who, 
moreover, had exprefsly wrote a five fliillings book 
upon the fubjca of midwifery, in wluch as had 
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eipofed} not only the blunders of the fifterhood 
itfelF, — but had alfo Superadded many curious im- 
provements for the quicker cxtraflion of the foe- 
tus in crofs births, and fome other cafes of dan- 
ger ^irhich delay us in getting into the world j— 
notwtthllanding all this, my mother, I fay, was ■ 
^folui^Iy determined to truft her fife, and mine 
with it, into no foul's^ hand but this old woman's 
only. Now thts I lik« ; — when we cannot get af 
the very thing we wifli, — never to take up with 
the next betl i.i degree to it; — no, that's pitiful 
beyond defcription. It is no marc than a weeb 
from this rery day in which I am now writing 
^is book for the edification of the world, > 
which is March 9. 1759,^— ^at my dear, dear 
Jenny obfcrving 1 looked a little graye, as the 
ftood cheapening a filk of five and twenty Ihil- 
Kngs a yard, — told the mercer Jhe was fbrry Die 
had given him fo much trouble ; and immedi- 
stely went and bought herfelf a yard-wide fluff 
of ten pence a yard. ' Tis the duplication of one 
and the fame greatnefs of foul -, only, what leflcn- 
ed the honour of it fumewhat, in my mother** 
cafe, was, that (he could not heroine ft into fo 
violent and hazardous an extreme, as one in her 
fituation might have wilhed, becaofe the old mid- 
wife had really fome little claim to be depended 
upon, — as much, at lead, as fuccefs could give 
her ; having, in the courfe of her praflice of near 
twenty years in the parifli, brought every mo- 
ther's fon of them into the world without any one 
flip or accident which could fairly be laid to hcF 
accoiiRt. 

Thefe fa£ls, though they had their weight, yet 
did not altofffther fatisfy fome few fcruples and 
aneafincfTes which hung upon my father's fpirits 

„, C„„sio 
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in relation to this choice. To fay nothing of the . 
natural workings of humanity and juftice, or of 
the yearnings of parental andcortnubial love all 
which prompted him to leave as little to hazard 
as pofliblc in a cafe of this kind, — he felt hitn- | 
felf concerned in a particular manner, that all '■ 
Ihould go right in the prefent cafe, — from the '. 
accumulated forrow he lay ojien to, (liouM nny ' 
evil betide his wife and child, in lying-in at Shan. 
dy-hall. He knew the world judged by events, 
and would ndd to his aflliflions in fuch a misfor- 
tune, by loading him with the whole blame of 
it. — " Alas o'day ! — had Mrs. Shandy, poor gen- 
" tlcwoman I had but her wilh in going up to 
" town juft to ly-in and come down again,— ' 
** which they fay, fhe begged and prayed for 
" upon her bare knees, — and which, in my i 
■" opinion, conlidering the fortune which Mr. ■ 

" Shandy got with her, was no fuch mighij' | 

" matter to have complied with, the lady anii 
** her babe might both of 'em have been alive at ' 
•* this h^ur. I 

This exclamation my father knew was unan- 
fwerablej — and yet it was not merely to fheiter 
liimfelf, — nor was it altogether for care of his off- 
fpring and wife, that he fcemed fo extremely an- 
xious about this point; my father had cxtenfive, 
riews of things,— and ftood moreover, as he 
thought deeply concerned in it for the publick 
good, from the dread he entertained of the bad 
ufes an ill-fated inftance might be put to. 

He was very fenfiblc that all political writers 
upon the fubjefl, had unanimoufly agreed, and la- 
mented, from the beginning of Queen Eliza- 
beth's reign down to his own time, that the cor- 
, rent of men and money towards the metiojiolii 
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upon one frivolous errand or another,— fet in fo 
ftrong,— as to become dangerous to our civil 
rights 1— though by the bye, — a current was not 
the image he took moll delight in,— a ditlemper 
was here hia favourite metaphor j and he would 
run it down into a pcrfefl allegory, by maintain- 
ing it was identically the fame in the body na- 
tional as in the body natural, where blood and fpi- . 
rits were driven up into the head, fader than 
they could find their ways down : a Iloppage of 
circulation muft enfue, which was death in both 
cafes. 

There was little danger, he would fay, of lo- 
fing our liberties by French politicks or Frenclr 

inraiions ; nor was he fo much in pain of a 

confumption from the mafs of corrupted matter 
and ulcerated humours m our conftitution,-^— 
which he hoped was not fo bad as it was ima- 
gined; — but he verily feared, that in fome vio-- 
lent pu(h, we fhould go oif, all at once, in a Hate~ 

apoplexy and then he would fay, The Lord 

have mercy upon us all. 

My father was never able to give the hUlory of 
this diftcBiper, ' without the remedy along^ 
with it- 

" Was I an abfolute prince," he would fay,, 
palling up his breeches with both his hands, as- 
he rofe from his arm chair, " I would appoint 
'» able judges at every avenue of my metro- 
*• pplis, who (hould take cognisance of every 
" foot's bufinefs, who came there i and if, upon 
" a fair and candid hearing, it appeared not of 
" weight fufhcient to leave his own home, and 
" come up, bag and baggage, with his wife and' 
« children, farmers fons, ts*!-. £3*f- at his back- 
•» fide, they ihould be all feat back from con- 
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» ble to conftable, like va^ants, as they wcRr 
« to the place of their legal fetttements. By ' 
« this means, I (hatl take care, that my metro- 
« polie tottered not through its own weight, — 
« that the head be no longer too big for the bo- 

" dy, that the extremes, now wafted and 

** pinned in, be reftored to their due fhare of 
•* nourifliraeot, and regain, with it, their natural 
«' ftrength and beauty :— — I would efFeftually 
« provide, That the meadows and corn fidds 

« of my dominions, fhould laugh and ling; 

" that good chcar and hofpitallty flourifh once 
•• more ;— and that fuch weight and influence be 
« put thereby iiito the hands of the Squirality 
« of my kingdom, as {hould counterpoift what 
'■^ I perceire my nobility are now taking from 
" them. 

<• Why are there fo few palaces and gentle 
" mens feats," he would afk, with fomc emo- 
tion, as he walked acrofs the room, " throiigh- 
« out (b many delicious provinces in France ? 
" Whence is it that the few remaining chateaug 
« amor.;ft them are fo difmantled, — (o unfur- 
M nifhedt and in fo ruinous and defolate a con- 
" dition ? Becaufe, Sir, (he would fay) hi that 
" kingdom no man has any country int-ercft to 
« fuppoTt ;— the little interctt of any kind, which 
** any man has any where in it, is concentrated 
•« in the court, and the locAs of the Grand Mo- 
" narque; by the fun-ihineof whofe countenance, 
" or the clouds which pafs acrofs it, every French- 
•< man lives or dies." 

Another political reafon which prompted ray 
father fo ftrongly to guard againft the leaft evil 
accident in my mother's lying-in in the country, 
—was. That any fuch inUauce would infallibly 
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throw a balance of power, too great already, into 
the weaker veflels of the gentry, in his own, or 
higher ftations ;-^which, with the many other 
ufurped rights which that part of the conftitution 

was hourly eftabliihing, would, in the end, 

prove fatal to the monarchical fyltem of dome- 
Hick government eftabliftied in the firft creation of 
things by God. 

In this point he was entirely of Sir Robert Ri- 
mer's opinion. That the plans and inftitutions 
of the greatcft monarchies in the caftern parts of 
the world, were originally all llnlen fr»m that 
admirable pattern and prototype of this houfhold 
and paternal power ;-— which, for a century, he 
faid, and rnore^ had gradually been degenerating 
away into a miited government i-rthe form of, 
which, however defirable in great combipationa 
of the fpecies, — was very troublefome ih fmall 
ones, — and feldo;n produced any thing, tliat he 
faw, butforrow and confufion.- 

For all thefe reafon?, private and' publick, put' 

together, my father was for having the maiv- 

midwifc by all means, — my mother by no means. 
My father begged and iiitreated (he wouki for 
once recede from her prerogative in this matter, 
and' fuffer him to choofe for her ; — my mother, 
on the contrary, infilled uponhir privilege in thia 
matter, to choofe for hcrfelf, — and have no mor- 
tal's help but the old woman's. What could 
my father do ? He was almoft at his M'it's end ; 
— talke 1 it over with her in all moods j — placed 
his arguments in all lights ; — argued the matter 
with her like a chriltian, — like a heathen, — like » 

hulband, like a father, like a patriot,. 

like a man : ^My mother anfwered every ' 

thing only — hkc a woman; whkh was » little-- 
D s 
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haTd upon her; for as (he could not a(rume ani 
fight it out behind fuch a variety of chaiaflcis, 
— 'twas no fair itiiitch;-—— 'twas lev en to 

one. What could my mother do ? 

She had the advantage (otherwife fhe hail been 
certainly overpowered) of a fmall reinforcement 
of chagrin perfonal at the bottom, which bore 
her up, and enabled her to difputc the affair with 
my father, with fo equal an advantage,— that 
both fides fung Tc deum. In a word, my mo- 
ther was to have the old woman, and the o- 

perator was to have licence to drink a bottle of 
wine with my father and my uncle Toby Shandy 
ill the back parlour,— for which he was to be paid 
five guineas. 

1 mull beg leave, before I finifti this chapter, 
toentir. a caveat in the breaft of my fair reader; 

■ ' — aiid it is this: Not to take it ab- 

folutely for granted, from an unguarded word or 

two which I. have dropped in it, — " that 

" I am a married man." 1 own, the ten- 
der appellation of my dear, dear Jenny 

with fomc other ftrokee of conjugal knowledge 
jnterfperfed here and there, might naturally 
enough have milled the moft candid judge in the 

world into fuch a determination againll me. 

All I plead for in this cafe, Modam, is Itri£t 
juftice, and that yon do fo much of it, to me 

as well as to yourfetf, as not to prejudge or 

receive fuch an Impreflioo of me, till you have 
better, evidence, than, I am. pofitive, at prcfcnt 

can be produced againft me : Not that I can 

be fo vain or unreafonable, Madam, as to dc- 
fire you Ihould therefore think, that my dear, 
dear Jenny is my tept miftrefs ; — no, — —that 
would be flattering my chaiafler ia the other ex- 

' . .-Coogio ■ 
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tTcme, and giving' it an air of freedom, which,' 
j^crhaps, it has no kind of right to. All t con- 
tend for, is the utter impoffitiiHly, for fomc vo- 
lumes, that you, or the moft penetrating fpirii upon 
earth, (houtd know how this matter really ftands. 

It ij not impoffibJe, but that my dear, dear 

Jenny I tender as the appellation is, may be 

my child. Confider, — I was born in the year 

eighteen, Nor is there any thing unnatural 

or extravagant in the fuppofition, that my dear 

Jenny may be my friend: Friend! My 

friend. Surely, Madam, a friendfhip between 

the twt) fescs may fubiifi, and be fupported with- 
out Fy ! Mr. Shandy ^without any 

thing, Madam, but that tender and delicious 
fentiment, which ever mixes in frlendfliip, where 
there is a difierence of fex. Let me entreat you, 
to ftudy Lhe pure and feniimental parts of the heft 

French romances ; it will really. Madam, a- 

tlonifli you to fee, with what a variety of chafte ' 
eipreflion this delicious fentiment, which I have- 
the honour tofpcafeof, isdrefl'cdout. 

CHAP. XIX.- 

I WOULD fooner uiidertafce to eiplain the' 
hardeft problem in Geometry, than pretend to ' 
account for it, that a gentleman of my father's 

great good fenfe,— ■ ■ — knowing, as (he- reader 

muft have obferved him, and curious too, in 
phiIofophy,-^-^wifc alfo in political rcafoning,-— 
and in polemical 'a* he will find) no way igno- 
rant, could be capable of entertaining a no- 
tion in his head, fo out of the common track> > 

that I fearthe reader, when I come to- men-' 

D 6 
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rion to lum, if he is the leall of a cholcrick 
temper, will immediately throw thfc book by ;— 
if niercuiial, he will laugh moft heartily at it^ 
——and if he is of a. graye and faturlnc call, he 
win, atfirll tight, abfolytely condemn it as fanci- 
ful and extravagant ; and that was in refpcA to 
the choice and impofitioa of Chriitian names, oa 
which he thought a great deal more depended, 
than what fuperficial minds were capable of con- 
ceiving. 

His opinion, in this matter was. That therr 
was a llrange kind of magick bias, which good 
or bad namca, as he called thenfr, irreliftibly. im- 
preiTed upon ourchara^ersandconduft. 

The Hero of Cervantes argued not the point 
with more ferioufnefs, 'nor had he more 

faith, - i or more to fay oa the power of Ne- 
cromancy in diOionouring his deeds,- ' . or on 
Dolcinea's name, in Ihedding luftre tipon 
them, than my father had on thofe of Trisme- 
GisTUs or Ahchimedes, on (he one hand — • 
or of Nykt and Simkin on the other. How 
many Cjisars and Pompetts, he would fay, by 
mere infpiration of the names* haVe been render- 
ed worthy of them ?;— And how many, he would 
add, are there, who might have done exceeding 
wc!i in. the world, had not their ch^ra^crs and 
fpirics beentotalijr deprcifed and. Nicoobmds'd in- 
to nothing. 

I fee plainly, %r, by your looks, (or as Ae- 
cafe happen'd) my father would fay,^— — that you 
do not heartily fubfcribe to this opinion of mine, 

which to thofe, he-would add, who have 

not carefully Itfted it to the bottom, 1 

own has an air more of ihncy tliaa of folid rea- 
fening in it; and---- — -yet^ my dear Sir,, if I 
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may prefume to know your chandler, I am mo» 
rally aflured, I ihould hazard little in Hating a 
cafe to yoa,— not as a party inrthe difpute, — but 
as a judge, and trufting my appeal upon it to 
your own good fcnfe and candid difquililion ia 
this matter : You arc a perfon free from 

IS many narrow prejudices of education as molt 

men j and, if 1 may prefumc Co penetrate 

farther into you, of a liberality of genius above 
bearing down an opinion, merely becaufc it 
wants friends. Your fon ! — your dear fon,' 
from whofc fwect and open temper you have f» 

much to expe£l, your Billt, Sir, ■ 

would you for the world have called him Ju- 
Dis?— Would you, my dear Sir, he would 
fay, laying his band upon your brcaft with the 
gcnteelell addrefs,^ — and in that foft and irreliili- 
ble piano of voice, which the naturd of the ar- 
gumenium ad hominem abfolutely requires,^-^ 
Would you. Sir, if a Jew of a godfather had 
propofedthe njme of your child, and offered you 
his purfe along with it, would you have confented 

to fuch a defecration of him I — O my God ! 

he would fay, looking up, if I know your temper 

right, Sir, you are incapable of it ; -you 

would have trampled upon the offer ; you 

would have thrown the temptation at the tcmptcr'3 
head with abhorrence. 

Your greatncfs of mind in this aflion, which 
I admirer with that generous contempt of mo- 
ney which you (how pie in the whole tranfac- 

tion, is really noble ; -and what renders it 

more fo, is fhc principle of it ;— the workings 
of a parent's love upon the truth and convi£tioa 
of this very hypomcfis, namely, that was your 
fon called JtDjs, — the fordid and treacbcious 
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idi^a, fo infcparablc from the name, would hxve 
accompanied him througli life like his fhadow, and, 
ill the end, made a mifer and a rafcal of him, in 
fjjite, ^.ir, of your example. 

I iicrer knew a man abls to anfwer this arga- 

nient But, indeed, to fpeak of my father 

as he was; he was certainly irretillible, both in 
his oraricns and difputations ; he was born an 
orator i e'^i'M'Jn FerfuaGon hung 

' upon his Ups, and the elements of Logick and 

Rhetorick were fo blended up in him, and, 

withal, he had fo Oirewd a guefs at the weat- 

iieJTes and padtons of his refpondcnt, that 

Nature mighthave flood up and faid,- ■ 
*' This man is eloquent.". In ihort, whether 
he wa» on the weak or the (Irong fide of the 
<]ue(lion, 't.was hazardous ineithercafc to attack 
him : And yet, 'tis ftrange, he had never read 
Cicero, nor Quititilian de Oratore, nor Ifoc rates, 
nor Arillotle, nor Longinus, amongft the an- 
cients 1 nor Voffius, nor Skioppius, nor , 

Ramus, nor Farnaby, araongil th& moderns ; r 

and, what is more aftoniihing, he had never in 

■his whole life the leail light or fpark of fubtilty 
llruck into his mind, by one fingle letter upon ^ 
Crakenthorp or Burgerfdicius, or any Dutch Lo- . 
gician or commentator i — he knew not fo much i 
as in what the .diiference of an argument ad ig- 
noranthm, and an argument ad homincm co]i-| 
filled }.fo thatlweltremember, wbenhe wentupj 
along with mc to enter my name at Jefus Collegi: | 
in •■", — it was a matter of jiift wonder wilhJ 
my worthy tutor, and two or three felfows offl 
that learned fociety, that a man who knew not 
fo much as the names' of his tools, (hould be able to 
work after that fashion with' 'cm. - 
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To woik wiih t]ieni,in the bcft manner he 
ecuid, M'25 what mjr father M-as, however, perpe- 
tually forced upon ;-> for he had a thoufand 

liule fceptkal notions of ihe comicli kind to de- 
fend, m oft of which notions, I verily believe, 

■at firft entered upen the footing of mere wliima, 
and of a vive la bagateile ; and, asfuch, he would 
make merry with them for half an hour or fo, 
and having, fh-arpcned his wit upon 'em, difmifa 
themtill another day.. 

I mention this, not only as matter of hypo- 
theRs or conje<?ture upon the progrefs.and cfta- 
bliilimcnt of my father's many odd opinions, but 
as a warnii^ to the learned reader againtt ihe 
indifcreet reception of fuch guelts, who, after a 
free ant! undifturbed entrance for fome years, 
into our brains, at length claim a kind of fettle- 
ment there, — —working fometimea like yeaft,— 
but more generally after the manner of ihc gentle 
pafiion, bcg.inr,ing, in j£,t,— but ending in down- 
right carneiL 

- Whether this was the cafe of the Angularity 
of my father's notions, or. that his judgment, at 
length, became the dupe of his wit } or how ' 
far, in many of his notions, he might, though 

odd, be abfolutely right i the reader, as 

he comes at them, (hall decide. All that I 
maintain here, is, that, in this one, of the in- 
fluence of Chriftian names, however it gained 

footing, he was ferlous ; he was aU uni- 

formhy ; he was fyftematical, and, like all 

fyftcmatickreafoners, he would move both hea- 
ven and earth, and twift and torture every thing 
in nature to fupport his hypotheCs. In a word» 
I repeat it over again,— —he was feriouB , - — - 
and, in confequence of it, he would lofe all 
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luml of patience whenever he faw people, cfpe* 
daily of comlition, who fliould have knowa 
better, — — aa carelefs and as IndiiFerent about 
the name they impofetl iipon their child, or more 
fo, than in the choice of Ponto or Cupid for their 
poppy dog. 

This, he wooW fay, looked ill } — . -anJ 
hid, rnoreover, this particular aggravation in if, 
viz. That, when once a vile name was wrong- 
fully or injudicioufly given, it wae not like the 
cafe of a man's character, which, when wrorfged, 

might hereafter be cleared, and, poflibly, 

ibmc time or other, if not In the maa's life at 
Icaft after his death, be, fomehow or other, fet 
to rights with the world ; But the injury of this, 
he would fay, could never be undone ; — nay, he 
doubted even whether an aft of parHament couU 

reach it: He knew as well as you, that the 

legiflalure afTunied a power over furnames;^^ 
biit^for very ftrongreafons which he could give, 
it had never yet adventured, he would fayi to go a 
ftcp farther. 

It was obfervable, that though my father, in 
confequence of this opinion, had, as I have told 
you, the ftrongeft likings and diftikings towards 
certain names, — that there were (till numbers of 
n^mes which hung fo equally in the balance be- 
fore hifn, that they were abfolutely indifferent 
to him : — Jack, Dick, and Tom were of this cjafs : 
Thcfc my father called neutral names j — affirm- 
ing of -them, without a fat ire, that there had 
been as many knaves and fools, at leaft, as wife 
and good men, fince the world began, who had 

indiftreritly born them ; fo that like equal 

forces a£li!ig againft each other in contrary di- 
regions, he thought they mutually deftroycd csch 
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others effefts \ for whieh mfon, he would often 
declare. He would not give a cherry-ftone to 
choofe amongft them. Bob, which was my bro- 
ther's najne, was another of thefe neutral kinda 
of Chrifiian names, which operated T«ry little 
either way ; and as my father happened to be- 
at Epfoni when it was given him, he would oft- 
times thank Heaven it was no worfe. Andrew- 
was fomething like a negative quantity in Alge- 
bra with him :— 'twas worfe, he faid, than nothmg;. 
— Wiliiara ftood pretty high : — Numps again was 
low with him — and Niclc, he faiJ, was the Ofr> 
TIL. ■ 

But, of all the names in the univcrfe, he had 
the moll unconquerable averfron for Tkistrah^ 
—he had the ioweft and moft contemptible opi- 
nion of it of any thing in the world, thinking it 
could poffibly produce nothing in rerum natura« 
but what was extremely mean and pitiful : So 
that in the itiidlt of a difpute on the fuhjeft, in 
which, by the bye, he was frequently involved, 
-^e would fomctimes break olf in a fudden and 
fpirited Epiphoni^ma, or rather EkotesiSi 
rai&d a third, and fometimcs a full fifth, above 
the key of the difcourfci — — -and demand it 
categoricaiiy of his antagonift, Whether he would 
take upon him to fay, he had ever Tenienibered, 
—whether he had ever read, — or even whether 
he had ever heard tell of a man, cill'd Triftram, 
performing any thing great or worth recording ? 

— No, he would fay—— Tkistbjm ! The 

thing is impoffible. 

What could be wanting in my father, but t» 
have wrote a book to publilh this notion of his 
to the world ? Little boots it to the fubtle fpecu- 
htift to Itand Gnglc in his opinions, un- 
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lefs he gives them proper vent : It was tte 

identical ihiDg wbich my father didj^-or in the 
year fixteen, which was two years before I wa) 
born, he was at the pains of writing an czprefi 
Dissertation (imply upon the word Triftram, 
—(bowing the world, with great candour andmo- 
dclly, the grounds of hie great abhorrence to the 
name- 
When this ftory i^ compared with the title- 
page, Will not the gentle reader pity my 

father from bis foul i — — to fee an orderly anil 
well-difpofed gentleman, who, tho' .fingular,-^— 
yet inofirnfivc in his notions, — fo played upon 

jD them by crofs purpofes; to look down 

upon the ftagc, and fee him baffled and over- 
thrpwn in all his little fyflems and wiOies i— to 
behold a train of events perpetually falling out 
againll him, and in fo crirical and cruel a way, 
as if they had purpofely been planned and point- 
ed out againft him, merely to infult his IpccD- 

lations. In a word, to behold fucba one, 

in his old age, ill-fitted for troubles, ten limes in 
a day fuiFtring forrow ;--ten times in a day call- 
ing the child of his prayers Tristram ! Me- 
lancholy dilTyllable of found ! which, to his earst 
wasnnifonto Nincompoop, and every name vilu* 

peratii-e under heaven :- By his alhes ! I fwear 

it, if ever malignant fpirit took pleafure, or bu- 
ficd itfelf in traverGng the purpofes of mortal 
man, — it muil have been here -, — and if it wai 
not neceflUry I ftould be born before I was chril^ 
teneii, I would this moment give the reader anao- 
count' q£ it. 
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CHAP, XX. 



' ' How could jwn. Madam, be fo 
inattentive in reading the laft chapter I I toJd 
you in .it. That my mother wa3 not a papill.— 
Fapill ! You told me no fuch thing. Sir. Ma- 
dam, I beg leave lo repeat it over again, Thst 
I told you as plain, at lead, as words, by di- 
rc£l inference, could tell you fuch a thing. — — 
Then, Sir, I muft have miffed a page.— —No, 

Madam, you have not miffed a wotd. -. — 

Then I was aficep, Sir.- My pride, Ma- 
dam, cannot allow you that refuse. Then, 

I declare, I Xnow nodiing at all about the mat- 
ter. That, madam, is the very fault I lay 

to your charge ; and as a punilhment for it, I da 
inllft upon it, that you immediately turn back, that 
i«, as foon as you ^t to the nest full Hop, and read 
the whole chapter over again. 

I have impofcd this penance upon the lady,, 
neither out of wantonncfs or cruelty, but from 
the beft of motives; and therefore^, ftiall make 
her no apology for it when (be returns back; — 
Tis to rebuke a vicious tafte which has crept 

into thoufands befidcs herfelf, of reading 

ftraight forwards, more in queft of the adven- 
tures, than of the deep erudition and -knowledge 
which a book of this call, if read over a» it 
ftiould be, would infallibly impart with them. 

— The mind (hould be accuftomed to 

make *ife relleiflions, and dr:iw curious conclu- 
sions as it goes along ; the habitude of .which 
made Pliny the younger affirm, "That he ne- 
ver read z bcok fo bod, but he drew Tome pro- 
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fit from it." The ftorics of Greece and Rome, 
run over without this turn and application,-^<io 
kfs fervtce, I affirm it, than the hiftor^of Parif- 
mus and Partfmenus, or of the fesea Qianipious 
of England read with it. 

'' But here comes my fair lady. Have 

' you read over again the chapter, Madam> as I 
defired you? — Tou have : And did you not ob- 
fcrve the padage> upon the lecond reading, whitii 

admits the inference ? Not a word liite it. 

Then, Madam, be pleafed to ponder well the laA 
line but one of the i^pter, where I talce upon me 
to fay, " It wi& neeeflary I Ibould be born before 
I was chrillencd." Had my mo^r, Madam. 
been a Papift, that confequcnee did net SoUow.** 



* Tlie Romi<h Rituali c^fed the baptieing of the 
^ild, in cafes of danger, before it iebom t m but 
upon this provifo, .That fome part or other of the 

child's body he feen by the baptjier. But the 

Doiiors of the Sorhonne, by a deliberation held 

wnoogft them, April 10^11733, have CDlarged 

the power of the midwives, by determining. That 
though no part of the child's body fhould appear, — 
that baptiftn {hall, neverthdefs, be adminiftred to 

it by injeflion, par le moyen d'une petite catmHe 

Anglicc, a fquirt. ■ 'Tia very ftrange, that 

St. 1%oma«' Aquinaa, who bad (o good a mechanical 
head, both for tying and untying-the knots of fcbool 
divinity, — IhouM, after fo much paina beftowed upcai 
this, — gi»e up the point at laft, as a fecond La cWe 

inipoiriblej " Infantes in matemia uteris. eii- 

lientes (quoth St. Thomas) baptlzari pofiiinL nuHo 
modo."-— ^O Thpmas ! Thomas I' 
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It is a terrible misfortune for this fame book of 
mine, but more fo to the Republick of Letters j 

fo that my own is quite fwallowed up in 

the conGderation of it,— that this fclf-famc vile 
pntiiency for frefh adventures in all things, has 
got fo ftrongly into our habit and humours ; 
and fo wholly intent arc we upon fatisfying the 
impatience of our concupifcence that way, that ' 
nothing but the grofs and more carnal jiarts of a 

compofition will go down: The fubtle hints 

and fly communication of fcience fly off, like fpi- 
rits upwards ;— — the heavy moral efcapcs down- 
wards ; and both the one and the other are as 
much loft to the world, as if they were ftill left in 
[lie bottom of the ink-horn. 

I wifh the male reader has not pafTcd by many 
a one, as quaint and curious as this one, in which 
the female rtader has been dctcficd. I wifti it 
may have its cfTe^s ; — and that all good people^ 
both male and female, from her example, may be 
taught to think, as well as lead. 



If the- reader has the curiofity to fee the queftioa 
tipon baptifm, by injcAion, as prefented to the Doc- 
tors of the Soibonne,^— with their confultation there- 
upon, it is as follows. 
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MiuoiiE prefeotf a Mefllcnri lea DoAcun i 



U N Chirnrgien Accoaclieur, wprefente i Meffieon lei 
Doiftcun de Sorboane, i^u'il y i dc cu, qootqne xiit r 
ou DH mere nc (fiiuoit acconchcr, et mJme ou f enTiDt cQ 
tclIcmcDC renfeimi d&ni le TeiD de fa mere, qu'il ne f 
pirolLrc aucnnc piTCie de ha corpa, ce qoi terah nn c 
CuivaDt le> RUuela, de lui coofcrer, da moiDi foHi condltH 
le baptSme. Le Chirurgien, qui coufulre, prftend pat k 
mojtD d'';iie petite cinalte, de pouvoir baplUer immtdiile- 
mtnt renfant, fani faire ancuD tort i la mer e - 
II demand fi ce moyen, qa'il vient de propofer, efi permii 
ec lei^time, et s'il peuc I'en fervir dani le cai gu'il liut 
d' eipofer. 

R £ P O N S E. 

I i E Conrdl eftinu;, que la quedion propofee fouffi^ do 
granilea dilGcultfs. Les Theulajtieni porent A'aa cOtJ pom 

principe, que le baptSme, qui eft utie naiffancc rpirituelli, 
fuppofe tine premiere nailTance; il fvl J(re n£ dant le mondc, 
pour renattre en Jeius Chiift comme ili 1'cnfeigtient. 5> Tho- 
mas, 3- part, quxft 88. anjc. ii. Tuit cccte do^inc comme 
«ne leciti conftantc; 1' on at peut, dit ce, 8. DoSeur, hap- 
tifer leg enfam qui font renfcrnics dans le Tein de Icnr tperei, t 
S. Thomai est fomde Tut ce, que tei enrins ne Coat point ne) 
et ne pcnrcnt £cre comptcs parmi lea aotret bommea d'on, il 
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lonchid, 'qD*iIi tx pentcnt ftre I' objet d'nDc. idltoa eattt- 
nee, puor recevofr pir leur ninilUre ]«> TicrenMat ncce^ 
lairci IB fibt ; Faerl in i 
pradienini in hKcm, ot en 
unit noD poffe fnbjici ftftiori hamuiK, oc per conun mioific- 
rlnm facrmmenta recipiant ad falnlcoi. Lei Rilueli or* 
ionneat dm* 1* pntiquc ce que la theotogicni one ttthS 
fur lei mCme matierci, Et ill defeii<lent toui d' une miDiere 
uaiforme de biplifer lei enfina qui lanl rcnfermfi dim le 
fnn de leim meres, I'ilt ne font puoitre qnclque panic de 
lenn corp*. Le eoncoun del iheotoglent, et dct ricueli, qni 
[nit In i^lei de* diocefei, paroil farmer nne aDtoriti qni 
tcrmbe U qaefiloD prefente ; cepeodant le Conteil de courci- 
cnce coDfidcrant d'na cntj, que Ic raUonDement da thcolof^ 
eni eft uniquemcDt fondf Tnr une raifan de copTcnance, et 
quE la dcfecfe del rlcueli, fuppofe que Ton ne pcut baplifer 
hnmediatetneiit lei enfant aind renfermei dani te fein de 
lenn merei, ce qui efl conire la fuppnlilioti preTente ; et 
i.' un autre eote, eonGdentnt qua lei fti^mea theologimi cn- 
(sgoent, que t' oq peat rirquer lei facremeni que Jeaui Chrilt 
a ftabU* CDinme dei rooyeni factlet, mail necelTaire pour 
liiiAiGer lea hommei; et d' ailleura eftimant, que Ici en- 
fuit renfermfi daci le fein de Inn merei, pouirnient ttre 
apaUei de falut, piree qn' ilt font capable! de damnation; 
pour rei eanfidera'.ioni, et en igtri i I'eipoK, 
liiiTant lequel on aflure avnir trouvf un moyen cerCaia 
de bipcifer cei enfam BinG r<i)Fcrm£t, fant faire tDcud 
tort a la mere, le Confeil eftiine que Ton pDurnut le ler- 
■ir dn mojat propble, dans la coufiancc qu' il a 
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it a , que IKeu n'a poiat UiQE Mi lonci d'etifuil (an* txKnat 
tcccon, ct fuppofaal, contmc il eft cipoIS, ^uc le bujcd imt 
il I'sgit ell propre i leuc procnter k tuptJmn cepeodict 
conune il ■'igimt, en antdl'iliBt la ptaliqiie propolee, it 
-ehuiger uae regie uDWetfellemeDC fublie, de Confeil ctoit 
que celui fui confulte doit raddreflEr a. Ton evfiqao, d a . 
<qui il appartienl de juger de rucilite etdo danger du noTCii ^ 
propolc, ec comme, Taua Ic bao plailir de 1 £ffque, Ic Coo- 
feil cftinie qu'il faut ilroic leLOurir au Pape, ^ni >. Ic dnnt 
d'expliqaer Ie< regleg de L' cglife, ct i'j dccogcr daai k m 
-on la Igi ne [^auroit obliire, quelque lagc eC qoclqnc vdk 
que paroiflc la mani^ie de baptifer doat il a'agil, b Confcil 
ne poucroit 1' approver fans le concoon' de ces deui bdV>- 
riles. Oa confcil aa moios a celui qui confulte, dc »'»ddret 
-Cer a fan cvfque, el'de lui iaire pait de U prcfente deciEoa, 
atin que, il le prelat cntrc dim let raifon* fur lefquellei 
let Doiteura fouffignfi i' appnjrent, il puifle tae autori>£ dam 
U cat de ncccQiic, ou il rifqucioic trop i' aitCDdrc que li 
permiffioa fuc dcmandee ec accordcc d' employer le moyen 
^□'11 propofe fi ivanugcui au laluC de 1' eutaDl. An nOe, 
le Confeil, en eftimam, que 1" on ponrtoit •' en fenir, CToil 
cependant, que fl iei enfana dant il b' igic, venoient an 
jBOiide, centre 1" efpecance de ceui qui ieroient fcrtij da 
mfme morca, il leroit ofceflaire de lei biptifer foui condi- 
tion, ctenee eela le Confeil fe can forme i tout lea rituelt, 
qui en aucorilint le bapcjme d' enfant qui Siit faxoltn 
quelque partie de fon Corps, enjoignent nemlmoiiia, et ordoo- 
nenti de le baptifor foui condilioD, I'il vteDC benrcufcmcDC 
an aonde. Dclibere en Sorboime, le lo Avril, 1773. 

A, Lk MorHi, 
L- I>e RoMioNT, 



-„ Google 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gemt. 



Mr Triflram Shandy's compliments to Meflrs. 
Le Moyne, De Romigny, and De Marcillyi hopes 
they all icfted well the night after fo tireibme a 

confultation He begs to know, whether, 

after the ceremony of marriage, and before that 
of confummation, the baptizing all the Homun- 
CDLi at once, flap-dafli, by inje3ion, would not 
be a fliorter and fafer cut dill ; on condtlioti, aa 
above, That if the Homdnculi do well, and 
come fafe into the world after this, that each 
and every of them (hall be baptized again ( fou« 
condition); and provided, in the fecond place. 
That the thing can be done, which Mr Shandy 
apprehends it may, par le moyen d'une petite 
caniillc, and fans faire aucun tort a la mere. 



—I wonder what's ail that noife | and 



running backwards and forwards' for, above 
Itairs, quoth my father, addtelling himfetf, af- 
ter an hour and a halPs filence, to my uncle 

Toby, who, you muft know, was fitting on 

the oppolite fide of the lire, fmoaking his focial 
pipe all the time, in mute contemplation of a new 
pair of black pluOi breeches which he had got 
on-, — What can they be doing brother? quoth 
my father, — we can fcarce heat ourfclves talk. 

I think, replied my uncie Toby, taking hia 
pipe from hia mbuih, and ftriking the head of it 
two or three' times upon the nail of kis left 

Vol. I. ii , , 
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thumb as he began his fentcnce 1 iianlc, 

jays be ;— — Bift to enter rightly into my ondc 
Toby's fcntimehts upon this matter, you muft be 
nade to enter firil a little into his Ghara£ler> tbe 
cutiinea of which I fliall give you, and then 
the dialogue between him and my father, will go 
on as weU again. 

' Pray what waa the man's name, — fori 
write in fuch a in""?* I have no time to recol- 
k£t or look for it, X ' ■ ' — who firil made theobfer- 
vation, '* That th^e was great inconftancy in 
our air and climate ? " Whoever he was, 'tv» 
a juft and good obferyation in him-^-But 
the corallary drawn froih it, namely, '* That 
it ia this which has fumifhed us with fuch a va- 
riety of odd and whimGcal chara^crs ; "— _— — 
that was not his;>- it was found out by ano- 
ther man, at leall a century and a half after 

him:= ^ThtD again, — that this copious ftore- 

houfe of original materials, is the true and na- 
tural caufe thatjjur comedies are ib much better ' 
than thofe of France, or any other that either , 
have or can be wrote upon the continent,—^ 
that difcovery was not- fully made till about the 
middle of King William's reign,- — when the great 
Dryden, in writing one of his long prefaces, (if , 
I millake not,) moH fortunately hit upon it. In- 
•iUed, towards the latter end of queen Anne, the 
^reat Addifon began to patronize the notion, anil 
more fully eiiplained it to the world in one or 

two of his fpcftatoTsi but the difcovery was 

not his. ' Then, fourthly and laftly, thai 
this ftrangc irregularity in our climate, produ- 
cing fo ftrange an irregularity in our chara^crs, 
—doth thereuv, in fome fort, make us amends, 
by giviitg us lomewhat to make us merry wiili 
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when the weather will not fu^r us to go- eot.f)f 
doors,— that obfervation is my own }— ^od WM 
ftruclt out by me this very rainy day, March 36, 
17591 ^"'^ betwixt the hours of nine and teji is 
the morning. 

Thus, — thus, my fellow labourers and, afl^^ 
ates in this great harreit of our learning now ji^ 
pcning before our eyes ; thus it is by flow, t^fip 
of cafual increafe, that our knowledge,- plijrf^ 
cal, mctaphyiical, phyftological, polemical, nau- 
tical, mathematical) enigmatical, technical, bio- 
graphical, romantical, chemical, and obftetri- 
cal, with fifty other' branches of it, (molt of 
'em ending as thefe do in ical), have, for thafe 
two lad centuries and more, gradually been cieep- 
ing upwards, towards that «■/« of their per- 
fections, from which, if we may form a conjec- 
ture from the advances of thefe laft fevcn jicars, 
-we cannot poflibly be far ofF. 

"When that happens, it is to be hoped, it will 
put an end to all kind of writing whatfocver) 
—the want of ali kind of writing will put an 
end to ali kind of reading ; — ^and that, iii time, 

as war begets poverty, poverty peace, muft, 

in courfe put an end to all kind of knowledge, 
— and then. we ihall have all to begin over 
again ; or, in other words, be exactly where we 
ftartcd. 

Happy ! thrice happy times ! I onljr 

wifh that the scia of nny begetting, as well as the 
mode and manner of it, had been a little altered, 
or that it could have been put off with any conve- 
nience to my father or mother, for fome twenty or 
fivcand twenty years longer, when a man in the 
literary world might have Hood fome chance. 

But X forget my uncle Toby, whom all this 

£ a 
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vhile ve hare left knocking the alhes oat of hu 
tobacco pipe. 

His humour was of that particular fpecieit 
which doea honour to our atmofphere i anil I 
ihould have made no fcruple of ranking him a- 
nongft one of the firll-rate produdlions of it, 
had not there appeared too many ftrong lines in 
it'ofa family Itkenefs, which Ihowed, that he dt- ' 
rived the Singularity of hia temper more from 
blood, than either wind or water, or any modi- 
fications or combinations of them whatever : 
And I hare therefore oft-times wondered, that 
my father, though I believe he had his realbu 
for it, upon his obferving fomc tokens of eccen- 
tricity in my courfc when I was a boy, — iboold 
never once endeavour to acount for them in 
this way : for all the Shandt Familt were of 

an original chara^er throughout, 1 mean 

the males ; — the females had no chara£ter at all)— ' 
tiscept, indeed, my great aunt Dinah, who, 
about fixty years ago, was married and got with 
child by the coachman, for which my fatherj ac- 
cording to his iHrpotheGs of Chriftian names, 
would often' fay, She might thank her godfathers 
and godmothers. 

It will fccm very ftrange, and I would as 

foon think of dropping a riddle in the reader's 
way, ij^hich is not my interelE to do, as fet bint 
npon guefling how it Oiould come to pafs, that 
an event of this kind, fo many years after it ha^ 
happened, fliould be refervcd for the interrup- 
tion of the peace and unity which otherwifc fo 
cordially fubfifted between my father and my 
■ uncle Toby. One would have thought, that the 
whole force of the misfortune IhouM have fpcnt 
and wnfte4 itfelf in the family at firft, as is ge- 



^TRISTRAM SHANDT» Gbmt. 7^ 

wnll^r *^^ <:>''< ' But nothing ever vroaKht 

with OUT family after the ordinary^ way. Poffibly 
at the rerr time this happened, it mtfrht have 
ibmething elfe to affli^ if, and as afflidioos are 
feat down for our good, and that as ttus had 
never done the Skahdt Family mj good at 
all, it might ly waiting till apt times and circum-> 
ftances ihould give it an opportunity to difcharge 
its office. Obferrc, I determine nothing up- 
on this.— My way is ever to point out to the 
curious, difiercnt tracts of inveftigation, to come 
at the £rft fprings of the evcntsl tell ;— not with 
a pcdantick fefcue,— «t in the decifive manner of 
Tacitus, who outwits himfelf and his reader j-^ 
but with the officious humility of a heart devoted 
to the affiftance merely of the inqui&tivc ; — to 
them' I write, — and by them I Oiall be readi— • 
ifanyfuch reading as this could be fuppofed^to 
hold out fo long, — to the very end of the world. ' 

Why this caule of forrow, therefore, was that 
referved for my father and uncle, is undetermin- 
ed 'by me. But how and in what direflion it 
exerted itfelf, fo as to become the caufe of difl»r 
tisfa£lion between them, after it began to ope- 
rate, is what I am able to explain with great exv 
aflnefs, and is as follows : . ;,I 

My uncle Toby Shandy, Madam, was ■ i 
gentleman, who, with the virtues which ufually 
conltitute the charadter of a man of honour and 
reftitude, pofleffed one in a very eminent de- 
gree, which is feldom or never put into the ca- 
talogue ) and that was a molt extreme and un- 
paralleled modcfty of nature ; >tho' I coi> 

re£l the word nature, for this reafon, that I may 
not prejudge a point which muft ftortly come to 
a bjearing i and that is, whether this m«defty of 

E3 - 
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bis -wasTiatural or acquired. Whidi ever ww 

my onelc Toby came by it, 'twas nererthelcls 
modcfty in the trucll fenfe of it; and that bf 
M^daro, not in regaid to words, for he was fo 
snhappy as to have very little choice in them,— 
but to things ; . and this kind of modefty fo 
pofiefied him, and it arofc to fuch a height in 
him, as almoft to equal, if fuch a thing caM 
be, even the modefty of a woman, — that female 
nicety, Madam, and inward clcanlinefa of mind 
and fancy, in your fcx, which makes yoa fo moch 
the awe of ours. 

You will imagine, Madani, that my uncle 
Toby had contrailcd all this from this ¥ery fource; 
— ^that he had fpent a great part of his time in 
^onrerfe with your fex ; and that, from a do- 
rough knowledge of you^ and the force of imi- 
tatidn which fuch fair examples render irrefiA' 
ibl&, — I— he had acquired this amiable turn of 
0iind. 

■ I wifh I could fey fo, — for unlefijt was with 
bis fiftcr-m-law, my father's wife and my m0> 
iher,- — my ancle Toby fcarce exchanged thre« 
Words with the fex in as many years ; — no, hs 
fOt it, Madam, by a blow. A blow ! Yes, 
Madam, it was owing to a blow from a ftoae» 
broke of by a ball from the parapet of a horn* 
work at the fiege of Namur, which ftruck full 

«pon my uncle Toby's groin Which way 

€Ould that effcft it I The ftory of that, Ma- 
dam, is long and interefting ; — but it would be 
-mnning my hiftory all upon heaps to give it 
you here.-' — -'Tis for an epifode hereafter ; and 
■every circumftance relating to it, in its proper 
place, (hall be faithfully laid before you; Tltt 
th«n, it is not in my power to give farther lij^ . 

iK,,-,-.,Coo^^lc 
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into this matter, or fay more than what 1 hare 
faid already, — Tliat my uncle Toby wai a gen- 
tlcBian of unparalleled modefty, wnich happen- 
ing to be bmcwhat fubtilized and rarefied by ttte 
coaftant heat of a little family pride,^^the]r 
both Co wrought together vithin him, that he 
cotdd ncrcr bear to hear the affair of my aunt 
Dinah touched upon, but with the greateit 

emotion. ^The ieaft hint of it was enough to 

make the blood fiy into his face ;- but when my 
father enlarged upon the (lory in mixed compa- 
nies, which the illuflration of his hypothefi* 
frequently obliged him to do, — the unfortunate 
blight of one of the faircft branches of the fa- 
mily, would fet my uncle Toby's honour and mo- 
defty a bleeding, and he would often take my fa- 
ther aGdc, in the grcatcll concern imaginable, to 
expoftulate and tell him, he would give him any 
thing in the world only to let the itory reft. 

My father, I believe, had the truell love and 
teadernefa for my uncle Toby, that ercr one bro- 
ther bore towards another, and would have done 
any thing in nature, which one brother in rea- 
fon could have delired of another, to have made my 
uncle Toby's heart cafy in this or in any other 
point. But this lay out of his power. 

— My father, as I told you, was a philo> 
fopher in grain, — fpeculative, — fyftematical ;— 
aod my aunt Dinah's affair was a matter of a» 
much confequence to . him, as a retrogradation 
of the planets to Copernicus : The backflidings 
of Venus in her orbit fortified the Copemlcan fyf— 
tern, called fo after his name ; and the back' 
Hidings of my aunt Dinah in her orbit, did the- 
ivm fervjce ia elUbliOiing my facer's fyftem, 

E4 
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which, I tnift, will fotcTCr hereafter be called tht 
- Sbandean S]rftein> after him. 

In Aoj other family diflionour, my father, I 
believe, had aa nice a fenfe of (hame as any 
man whaterci ; — and neither he, nor, I date 
fay, Copernicus, would hare divulged the afiair 
in either cafe, or have taken the kaft notice of 
it to the world, but for the- obligations they owed, 

as they thought, to truth. Amicus Plato, 

my father would fay, conftrutng the words to 
my uncle Toby, as he went along. Amicus Plato ', 
that is, Dinah was my aunt ; fed magis arnica 
Veritas — but Trcth is my filler. 

This contrariety of humours betwixt my fa- 
ther and my uncle, was the fonrce of many a fra- 
ternal fquabbte. The one could not bear to heat 
the tale of family difgrace recorded,— and the other 
would fcare ever let a day pafs to aa end without 
fome hint at it. 

For God's fake, my uncle Tobf would cryi 
— anrf for my fake, and for all our fakes, my 
dear brother Shandy,— do let this (lory of our 
aunt's and her alhes lleep in peace ; — now can 
you— how can you have fo little feeling and 

compafiioQ for the charatler of our family ? 

What is the charafter of a family to an hypo- 

thefis? my father would reply. Nay, if yoa 

come to that — what is the life of a family ? ■ 

The life of a family ! — tny uncle Toby would 
fay, throwing himfelf back in his arm-chair and 
lifting up his hands, his eyes, and one leg.— — 
Yes, the life, — my father would fay, maintaining 
his point. How many thoufands of them are 
there, every year that comes, caft away (in all 
civilized countries at Icall^and conlidercd as 
nothing but common air, in comparifon of an 
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lifpothefis ? In my plain fenfc of things, my uncle 
loby would anfwer, — ercrj fuch inllance is down- 
right Mdrder, let who will commit it. Tfarre- 
lics your miftake, my father would reply;— for 
in foro Scientix there is no fuch thing as Mdkdsr, 
— ^"tis only Death, brother. 

My uncle Toby would nerer offer to aofwet 
this by any other kind of argument, than that of 
vhiftling half a dozen bars of Lillabuilero. — — 
Tou mull know it was the ufual channel through 
which his pallions got vent, when any thing 
fliocked or fuTprifed him-,— butefpecially when 
any thing which he deemed very abfurd, was of- 
fered. 

As not one of our logical writers,, nor any of 
the commentators upon them, that 1 rememberf. 
havethought proper to give 'a name to this parti- 
cular fpecies of argument,— I here take the li- 
berty to do it myfelf, for two rcafong. Firft, 
That, in order to prevent all confudon in dif- 
pates, it may ftand as much diftinguiOied for 
ever, from every other fpecies of argument,— is* 
the Argumentum ad Verccuodiam, ex Abfurdo^ 
« Fortiori, or any other argument whatfocver : 
— And, fecondly, That it may be faid by my 
children's children, when my head is laid to 
reft, — that their learned grandfather's bead had 
been bulled to as much purpofe once, as other' 
peoples: — That he had invented a name, — and 
gcneroufly thrown it into the The4suky of the- 
Ats Logica, for one of the moft unanfwerable 
arguments in the whole fcicnce. And, if the end 
of difputation is more to filence than convince, — 
they may add, if they pleafe, to onC of the belt^ 
arguments too. 

lio therefore, by thefe prefents, ftriclly ordcn- 
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Bud commaDd, That it be known and distingai&* 
cd b^ the name and titleof the ArgumcDtum Fi- 
iluktoiium, and tio other; and that it rank 
heieaf ter with the Argumcntum fiaculiniini> and 
.the Argumentum ad- Crumenam, and for ever 
hereafter be treated of in the fame chapter. 

As for the Argumentam Tripodium, which it 
tterer ufcd but by the woman againft the man ; 
— ^ndthc Argumentum ad Rem) which,i comra- 
riwife, is made trie of by the man only against 
tin: woman :— As thefc two are enough in con- 
feiencc for one Icflore V— and, moreorer, as the 
ere is the best anfwer to the other, — let them like- 
wife be kept apart, and be treated of in a place 
by thcmfdves. 



CHAP. XXII. 

^~p^HE learned Bilhop Hall, I mean the fa- 

I mous Dr Jofeph HjI), who was . fiifhop 
«f£zeter in King Jamej the first's teign, tells us, 
in one of h'n Decades, at the end of his divine 
art of mettitaiion, imprinred at London, in the 
year l6)o, by John Beal, dwelling in AldcrTgale- 
ftreet, " That it is an abominable thing for a 
man to commend himfelf i — and I really think it it 
So. " /■■ 

And yet, on the other hand, when a thing is 
cxeciMed in- a malterly kind of a falhion, which 
thing is not likely to be found out ; 1 think it < 
is full as abominable, that a man fhould lufc the 
Iionour of it, and go out ofthe world with thccon* 
ceit^of induing in hi* head. 

Xhisispreciiely my filuation. 

I^or in this long digreflioD wUch X was acci- 
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dentally led into, as, in all my digrellions (one 
only excepted) there is a maflcr-ftroke of digref. 
five fltiU, the merit of which has all along, I fear, 
been overlooked by my reiid.:r, — not for want of 
penetration in him, but bccaufe 'tis an excellence 
ieldom looked for, or expefled indeed, in a di- 
gfffSon ;— and it is this: That tho' my digrtf- 
Sons arc all fair, as you obferve, — and that I fly 
off from what I am about, as far and as often 100- 
as any writer in Great-Britain j yet 1 conllantly 
take care to order a^irs fo, that my main bufi*- 
Dcfsdoes not itand (till in my abfencc. 

I wasjull going, for example, to have given- 
you the great outlines of my uncle Toby's raoft 
whimGcalchara^<:ri — when my aunt Dinah and 
the coachman came acrofs us, and led us a vaga> 
ry fome millions of miles into the very heart of 
the planetary fyltem ; Notwithl^anding all this^ 
jou perceive, that the drawing of my uncle Toby's. 
character went on gently all the time 1 — not the 
gieat crntoursof it, — that was impoQible, — but 
fome familiar Urokes and faint delignations of it^ 
were here and there touch'd on, as we went along*, 
fo that you are much better acquainted witHmy un- 
cle Toby now than you was before. 

By this contrivance, the machinery of my work. 
__il-ofa fpeciesby itfelf i two contrary motions are 
Tiiitroduced into it, and reconciled, which were 
thought to be ^t variance with each other. In a 
Word, my work is digrelfive, and it is progreOive 
too, — ,inl atthefame time. 

This, Sir, is a very different ftoryfirom that of 
the earth's moving round her axis, in- her diurnal 
rotation, with her progrefs in her elKptick otbit,. 
which brings about the year, and conftitutes that 
variety and viciffitu^e of fcafona we enjoy i——r 

^* ,„,.C„„sio 



S6 The LIFE and OPINIONS of 

though I own it fuggefted the thought, as I 

belicre the greateft of our boaftcd imptovcmrnR 

■ and tlifcoTerie* have come from fuch trifling i 

hints. i 

Digrelfions, incontedably, are thefunfliine,^^ 

'they are the life, the foul of reading : take 

"diem out of this book, for inftance,— — you might 
as well take the book along with them ; one cold 
"eternal winter would reign in ercry page of it: 

reftorethem tothc writer, he Heps fonh like 

a bridegroom, bids All hail ; brings in variety, 

and forbids the appetite to fail. 

Alt the dexterity is in the good cookery and 
management of them, fo as to be not only for the 
advantage of the reader, but alfo of the author, 
whofc diftrcfs in this matter is truly pitiable : 
For if he begins a digreflion, from that mo- 
ment, I obferve, his whole Work itands ttock-ftill ; 
——and, if he goes on with his main work, — 
then there is an end of his digrcfhon. 

This is vile work. ^For which 

reafon, from the beginning of this, you fee, 1 
have conftrufted the main work and the adventi- 
tious parts of it with fu(^ interfc^ions, and have 
fo complicated and involved the digreflive and 
progTcffive movements, one wheel within ano- 
ther, that the whole machine, in general, has 

been kept a-going { and what's more, it fliall 

be kept a-gomg thefc forty years, if it pleafes the 
fountain nf health to blcfs me fo long with life and 
good fpirics. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 



I HAVE a ftrong propcnfity in me to begin thi< 
chapter Tcry nonfeniically, and I will not balic 
my fancy. Accordingly I fet off thus. 

If the fixture of Momus's glafs in the huitian 
bt^aft, according to the propofed emendation of 

(bat arch-ctitick, had taken place, firft, This 

foolifh confei^uencc. would certainly have follow- 
ed, That the very wifeft and the very grareft 

of us all, in one coin or other, muft have paid 
window-money every day of our lives. 

And fecondly, That had the faid glafs been 
there fet up, nothing more would have been 
wanting, in order to have taken a man's charac- 
ter, but lo have taken a chair and gone foftly, as 
you wi^uld to a dioptrical bcc-hivc, and looked 
in, view'd the foul ftark-naked ;^-obferved all 
her motions, — her machinations ;— ^traced all 
her maggots, from their firft engendering to their 

crawling forth ; -watched her loofc in her 

frilks, her gambols, her capricios ; and, after 
fome notice of her more folemn deportment, con< 

fequent upon fuch frilks, &c. then takeil 

your pen and ink, and fet down nothing but what 
you had feen, and could have fworn to : 
But this is an advantage not to be had by the 
biographer in this planet ; — in the planet Mercury 
(belike) it may be fo, if not, better ftill for him ) 

■■ — for there the intenfe heat of the countryj 

which is proved by computators, from its vicini^ 
to the fun,'to be more than equal to that of red* 
hot ironj-^-Hnuft, I think, long ago havt vitri- 
fied the bodies of the itthabitants, (as the elfi- 
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cicnt caufe), to fuit them for the climate (wHclr 
is the final caufc); (o that betwixt them both, 
all the tenements of their fouls, from top to bot- 
tom, may be nothing clfe, for aught the founded 
philofophy can fbow to the contrary, bdt one fine 
tranfparent body of clear glafs (bating the uxntu- 

lical knot) ; fo that till the inhabitants grow 

old, and tolerably wrinkled, whereby the rays of 
light, in paf&ng thro' them, become f? monftrouf- 
ly refracted, — or return reflefled from their fui- 
faces in fuch tranverfe lines to the eye, that a man 

cannot be feen thro' ■, liis foul might as wcll» 

unlefs, for more ceremony, — or the trifling ad- 
vantage which the umbilical point gave her,— 
might upon all other accounts, I fay, as well play 
the fool out o' doors as' in her own houfe. 

But this, as I faid above, is not the cafe oT 
the inhabitants trf this earth ; — our minds Ihine 
not through the body, but are wrapt up here in a 
dark covering of uncryflalized flclh and blood {. 
fo that if we would come to the fpecifick cha- 
.rafters of them, we wuH go fome other way to 
work. 

Many, in good truth, are the ways which hu- 
man wit has been forced to take to do this thing, 
with cxa^lnefs. , 

Some, for inftancc, draw al) .their charaflcrt- 
with wind inftrumcnts. ■-' ' Virgil takes notice 
of that way in the a^ir of Dido and .^eas v— 
but it is as fallacious as the breath of fame,^— ^ 
and, moreover, befpeaks a narrow genius. I am 
pot ignorant that the Italians pretend to a math^ 
matical eia^nefs of their defignations of one par- 
ticular fort of chara^i^r among them, from the 
forte or piano of a certain wind inltrument the^ 
ufc, — which they lay is iofalUble. 1 dare not 
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■lection the name of the inftrument in this 
place i ' ■ ■ ' tis futBcient we have it amonglt us> 
— but never think of making a drawing by it j^ 
this is enigmatical, and intended to be fo, at Icafl, 

ad populum : And therefore I beg. Madam, 

when you come here, that you read on as fad u 
you can,~aad never ftop to make any enquiry a- 
Dout it. 

There are others again, who will draw a manV 
character from no others helps in the world, but 

merely from his evacuations i but this often 

gives a very incorrect outline] unlefs, indeed^ 

you take a Iketch nf his repletions too ; and, bjr 
correrting one drawing froih the other, compound 
one good, figure out of them both. 

I ihpuld have no objection to this method, but 
that I think it mull fmcU too llrong of the Ump, 
—and be rendered Hill more opcrole, by. forcing 
you to have an eye to the relt of his Non-Natu- 
rals. Why the -moft natural anions of a 

snan's life Ihould be called his Non-Naturals,— i« 
another quellion. 

There are others, fourthly, who difdain every 
one of thcfe expedients; not from any ferti- 
lity of their own, but from the various ways of 
doing it, which they have borrowed from the- 
honaurable' devices which the Pentagraphic Bre- 
thren • of the bruQi have Ihown in taking copies., 
——Thcfe, you muft know, are your great hiHo*. 
lians. 

One of thefe you will fee drawing a. full-length 

charaftcr againll the light; that's illiberal,—' 

dilhonelt, — and hard upon the chara£ler of thc: 
man who lits. 

• FcQtagtapb, an inllrament to copy prints and! 
piAurcs mechaoicallf , aad in aoy proportion. 
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Others to mend the matter, will make a drav- 
k)g of yoii in the camera i-~that is moft unfair 
of all, — becaufe, there you are fure to be repre- 
(cnted in fome of your moll ridiculous attitudes. 

To avoid all and every one of thefe errors, in 
giving you my uncle Toby's character, I am de- 
termined to draw it by no mechanical help what- 
ever;— nor ftiall my pencil be guided by any one 
wind inftrument which ever was blown upon, ei- 
ther on this, or on the other fide of the Alps;— 
nor will I confidcr cither his repletions or his dif< 
chargesr— or touch upon his Non-Naturals }.^}ut, 
in a word, I will draw my uncle Toby's chaTa£let 
Ax>m his HoBBY-HoB.SE. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

TF I was not morally fure that the reader mufl' 
I be out of all patience for my uncle TtAy** 

charader, I would here previoufly have con* 

Tinced him, that there is no inftrument.fo (it to- 
draw fudi a thing with, as that which I have 
picch'd upon. 

A man and his HoBBT-HoRSE,tho' I cannot 
fay that they a£t and re-a£t eica^ly after the fame 
manner in which the foul and body do upon each 
other; yet, doubtlefs, there is a communication 
between them of feme kind ; and my opinion ra- 
ther is, that there is fomcihing in it moreof thc- 
manner of elc^rified bodies ; and tha(, by means 
of the heated part^ of the rider, which come 
immediately into contafl with the back of the 
HoDBY-HoRSE,— ~by long journies, and much, 
friftibn^ it fo happens, that the body of the ridet 
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i» stt length fill'd as full of Hobbt-Horsicii, 
matter as it can hold ;^fo that if you -are able to 
give but a clear dcfcription of the nature of the 
one, you may form a pretty exaA notion ef the 
genius and character of the other. 

Now, the HoBBT-HoBSE which my uncle 
Toby always rode upon, was, in my opinion an 
HoBBT-HORSE well worth giving a defcription 
of, if it was only upon the fcore of his great £n> 
gularity j for you might have travelled from York 
to Dover, from Dover to Penzance in Corn- 
wall, — and from Penzance to York back again> 
and not have feen fuch another upon the road t 
oi, if you had feen fuch an one, whatever haftc 
you had been in, you mull have infallibly have ftop- 
ped to have taken a view of faim. Indeed, the 
gait and figure of him was fo ftrange, and fo ut- 
terly unlike was he, from his head to his uil, to 
any one of the whole fpecies, that it was now 

ahd then made a matter of difpote, whether 

he was really a Hobbt Horse or no: — But as 
the Philofopner would ufe no other argument to 
the fceptick, who difputed with him againd the 
' reality of motion, fave that of rifmg up upon hi* 
legs, and walking acrofs the room }-^fo would 
my uncle Toby ufe no other argument to prove 
his HOBBT-HoRSE was a Hobbt-Horse indeed, 
but by getting upon his back, and riding hint 
about ; — leaving the, world, after that, to deter- 
mine the point as it thought £t. ■ 

In good truth, my uncle Toby mounted him 
with fo much pleafure, and he carried my uncle 

Toby fo well, that h? .troubled bis head very 

little with what the world either faid or thought 
about it» 
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It is now high time, howeYer, that T give yoo 

A defcriptioii of him : ^But to go on regularljr, 

I only beg you will give me leave to acquaint jw 
£ifl, how iDf uncle Toby came by him. 



CHAP. XXV. 

THE wound in my uncle Toby's groitit 
which he received at the fiege of Namar, 
rendering him unfit for fervice, it was thought 
expedient he fliould return to England, in order 
if polliblc, to be fet to rights. 

He was four years totally confined, — part of it 
to his bed, and all of it to hid room } and in tbc 
courfe of hia cure, which was all that time la 
hand, fufiered unfpeakabie miferies,~K>wing to a 
fuccelfion of exfoliations &om the os pubis, and 
the outward edge of that part of the coxendis 
called the os ilium, — both which bones were (Uf- 
tnally crufh'd, as much by the irregularity of the 
ftone, which I told you was brojcc olf the parapet, 
—as by its fizc,^-— (thongh it was pretty large) 
which inclined the furgeon all along to thintt, 
that the great injury which it had done my uncle 
Toby's groin, was more owing to the gravity of 
the Hone itfelf, than to the projcAile force of it, 
—which he would often tell him, was a great 
happincfs. 

My father,-at that time, was juft beginningbu- 

finefs in London, and had taken a houfe ; -and 

as the trucft fnendftiip and cordiality fubfiited be- 
tween the two brothers, and that my father 

thought my uncle Toby could no where be fo well 
nurfed and taken care of as in his own houfcr- 
he aflign'd htm the very beft apartment in it.^-^ 
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And, what was a much more fincere mark of his 
aSedlion ftill, he would never fufier a friend or 
an acquaintance to ftep into the houfe on any oc- 
cafion, but be would take him by the hand, and 
lead faim up ftairs to fee his brother Toby, and 
chat an hour by his bed-Gde. 

The biftory ofa foldier'a wound beguiles tbe 
pain of it, — my uncle's vilitors at least thought fo, 
and, in their daily calls upon him, from the cour- 
tefy ariGng out of that belief, they would fre- 
quently turn the difcburic to diat fubjeA, — and , 
&om that fubjefl the difcourfe would generally 
Mil on to the fiege itfelf. 

Thefe convcrfations were infinitely kind ; and 
ffly uncle Toby received great relief from them, 
and would have received much more, but that 
Aey brought him into fome unforefecn perplexi- 
ties, which,' for three months together, retarded 
His cure greatly ; and, if he had not hit upon an 
cipedient to extricate himfelf out of them, I veri- 
ly believe they would have laid him in his grave. 

What thefe perplexities of my uncle Toby 

^me, ^'tis impoflible for you to guefa ; if 

you coulii,^! (hould blufti ; not as a relation, 

not as a man, — nor even as a woman, but I 

fhoald blufh as an author ; inafmucb, as I fet no 
ftnall ftore by myfelf, upon this very account, that 
wy reader has never yet been able to guefs at anjp 
thing. And in this. Sir, I am of fo nice and 
fingular a humour, that if I thought you was able 
toform theleaft judgement or probable conjeflure 
to yourfelf, of what was to come in the next pagC) 
—I would tear it out of my book. 



EnD o£ the FiKST Book. 
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CHAP. I. 



I HAVE begun a new boolc, on (mrpofc that I 
might have room enough to explain the ua- 
ture of the perplexities, in which my uncle 
Toby was involved, from the many difcourfes and 
interrogations about the fiegc of Natnur, where he 
rece vcd his wound. 

I mu!l remind the reader, in cafe'he Jias read 
thf hiftory of King William's wars, — but if he 

has not, 1 then inform him, that one of the 

moft memorable attacks in that fiegc, was that 
which was made by the Englifh and Dutch upon 
the point of the advanced counter fcafp, before 



-„CixM;ic 



fS The life ind OPINIONS o» 

the gateof St. Nicotas> which inclofcd the great 
Iluice or vatcr-ftop, where the EngliOi were ter- 
ribly eipofed to the fhot of the counter-guard 
and demibaftion c^ St> Roch : The ilTue of which 
hot difpute, in three words, was this ; That the 
Dutch lodged themfelves upon the counter-guard, 
•^and that the Englilh made thcmfelvcB mafteri 
of the covered way before St. Nicolas's gate, iiat< 
Withllanding the gallantry of the French officers, 
who expofed themfelves upon the glacis fword ia 
band. 

As this was the principal attack of which mj 

uncle Toby was an eye-witnefs at Namur, 

the army of the beliegcrs being cut o^ by the 
confluence of the Maes and Sambre, from feeing 
much of each other's operations, -—my uncle 
Toby was generally more eloquent and particu- 
lar in his account of it ; and tbe-many peiplcii- 
tics he was in, arofe out of the almoll infui' 
mountable difficulties he found in telling his ftory 
intelligibly, and giving fuch clear ideas of the 
differences and diftin^ions between the fcarp and 

coiniterfcarp,' -the glacis and covered way, 

the half-moon and ravelin, as to make 

his company fully comprehend where and what 
he was about- 

Writers themfelves are too apt to confound 

thefc terms ; fo that you will the lefs wonder, 

if, in bis endeavours to explain tbcm, and in op* 
pofition to inany mifconceptions, that my imcle 
Toby did oft-times puzzle his vilitors, and fome- 
tunes himfelf too. 

To fpeak the truth, unlefs the company my 
father led up ftairs were toler^ly clear-headed, 
or my uncle Toby was* in one of his beft expla- 
natory rnood^, 'twas a difficult thing, do what 
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(e cdulij, to Iceep ibe difcoiirfi; &ce from obfcu* 
ritjr. 

What rendered the account of this ai^ir the 
foorc intricate to my uncle Toby, was this>— 
that in the attack of the counterscarp before the 

fate of St. Nicolas, extending itfelf from the 
ank of the Maes, quite up to the great water- 
flop ;— -the ground was cut and crofs-cut, with 
fuch a multitude of dykes, drains, Tivulets, and 
iluices, on all fides, and he would get fo fadly 
bewildered, and fet fait among them, that fre- 
quently he could neither get backwards or for- 
wards to fave his -life ; and was oft-timCE obliged 
to give up the attack upon that very account only. 
Thefc perpleiing rebuffs gave roy uncle Toby 
Shandy more perturbations than you would ima- 
gine ; and, as my father's kindnefs tg him wai ' 
continually dragging up ftclh friends, and frefh en- 
quirers,- — he had but a very uneafy talk of it. 
No doubt my tincle Toby had great command 

of himfelf, and could guard appearances, I 

believe, as well as moll men ; — yet any one may 
imagine, that, when he could not retreat out c* 
the ravelin, wiAout getiing into the half moon, 
or get out of the covered way without falling 
down the coonterfcarp, nor crofs the dyke with- 
out danger of Hipping into the ditch, but that 
he muft have fretted and fumed inwardly : 

He did fo; and thcfe little and hourly vexati-' 

(tas, which may feem trifling and of no ac- 
count to the man who has not read Hippocra- - 
tes, yet, whoever has read Hippocrates, or Dr 
James M'Kenzie, and has Confidered well the ef- 
fects which the paffions and affeflions of the mind 

have upon the digeftion, (Why not of a 

-wound as well as of a dinner?) may eaCly 
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CoDceWe what (harp parosvfmB and exaccrbationi 
of his wound mv uncle Toby mult have ondei' 
gone upon that fcore only. ' 

^■1— .. My uncle Toby could not philofophite 
upon it— 'twas enough he felt it was fo, — and 
haring fuftained the paia and forrows of it for 
three months together, he was rcfolved, fomewajr 
or dther, tq extricate himCclf. 

He was one morning lying upon his back in hii 
lied, the angutfh and nature of the wound upon 
his groin fuffering him to lyin no other pofition, 
when a thought came into his head, that if tit 
could purchafe fuch a thing, and have it pafled 
down upon a board, as a large map of the for- 
tifications of the town and citadel of Namur, with 
its environs, it might be a means of giving him 
e^fc . .1 take notice of his defire to have 

the environs, along with- the town and citaifcl, 
for this reafon,— becaufe my uncle Toby's wound 
was got in one of the travcrfes, about thirty 
toifes from the returning angle of the trench, op- 
pofitc to the faliem anple of the demi-baftion of 
St. Roch ;■ — — — fo thathe was pretty coniideot 
he (ould Itick a. pin upon the identical fpot of 
ground where he was Handing when theftone 
ftruck hinj. 

All this fucccedcd to his wiflics, and not only 
freed him from a world of fad explanations, but, 
in the end, it proved the happy means, as you 
will read, of procuring my uncle Toby his Hob- 
btHorse. 



-„ Goo^^lc 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gsst. 



rrtHERl ia nothing fo fooliOi, when you art 
I at Uie expence of making an entertainment 
ofuoi kind, ae to order things fo badly, as ta 
let your crUicks and gentry of refined tafle run it 
down : Nor is there any thing fo likely to make 
them do it, aa that of leaving them out of the 
parly, or^ what is full as ofienfive, of beflowlng 
yoiir attention up<Hi the reft of your gueAs in jo 
particuldr a way, as if there was no fuch ihing aa 
a critick (by occupation] at table. 

1 guard againft both ; for, in the firft 

place, i have left half a dozen places purpofely 
open for them; and, in the next place, I pay 
them all court)— —Gentle men, I kifs your hands^ 

1 protcft no company could give me half the ^ 

pkafure, — by my foul I am glad to fee you, — I 
beg only you will make no ftrangers of yourfclves, 
but fit down without any ceremony, and fall on 
heartily. 

, I faid I had left Gx places, and I was upon the 
point of carryinf; my complaifanjrc fo far, as to 

haveleft afeventh open for them, am! in this 

very fpot I ftand qn ; — but being told by a critick, ■ 
(tho' not by occupation, — but by nature), that I 
.had acquitted myfelf well enough, I ihall (ill it up 
dirc^ly, hopipg in the mean time, that I Ihall be 
able to make a great deal of moie room next year. 

How hi the name, of wonder j 

could youi uncle Tohy, who, it feems, was a 
military man, and whom you have reprefented 

as no fool, be at the fame time fuch a con- 

F 
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fufc^^udding-hcadcd, muddle'headcd fellow, ai 
Go look. 

So, Sir Critick, I could have replied ; but I 

fcorn it. Tis language unurbane, 

and only befitting the man who cannot give clear 
and fatisfaflory accounts of things, or dive deep 
enough into the firfl caufes of human ignorance 
>nd confufion. It is, moreover, the reply valiant, 
•^and therefore I reje£l it ; for, though it might 
have fuitcd my uncle Toby's character as a foldler 
excellently well,— —and had he not accuflomed 
himfelf, in fuch attacks, to whiftle the Lillabul- 
lero, — as he wanted no courage, 'tis the very an- 
fwer he would have given ; yet it would by no 
means have done for me. You fee as plain as 
can be, that I write as a man of erudition ; 
that even my fimilies, my^allufions, my illuftra- 

tions, my metaphors, arc erudite, and that I 

mull fufiain my character properly, and contrail: 
it properly too,— ^Ife what would become of me ? 
Why, Sir, I fliould be undone j— — at this "very 
moment that I am going here to fill up one place 
againft a critick, I fliouId have made an opcniog 
for a couple. 

Therefore, I anfwet thus : 

Pray, Sir, in all the reading which you have 
ever read, did you evev read fuch a book as 
Locke's Eflay upon the Human Underftaiiding ? 

^Don't anfwer me ralhly, becaufe many, I 

know, quote the book, who have not read it, — 
and many have read it who underlland it not : — 
If either of theft be your cafe, as, I write to in- 
ftruft, I will tell you in three words what the 
book is. It is a hiftory. A hiftory ! of whom i 
what ? where ? when ? Don't hurry yourfelf.— 
It is a hiftory book, Sir, (which may pofii- 
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My Fccomcnd it to the world) of what pafles 
in a man's own mind ; and if you will ^y fo 
much of the book, and no more, believe mc, you 
will cm no contemptible £guic ia a metapbyfick 
circle. 

But this by the way. 

Now, if you will venture to go along with mCf 
and look down into the bottom of this matter, it 
will be found, that the caufe of obfcurity and 
confufion in the mind of man, is threefold. 

Dull organs, dear Sir, in the firft place. Se- 
condly, flight and tranfient impreflions made by 
objcfls, when the faid organs arc not dull. And, 
thirdly, a memory like unto a ileve, not able to 

retain what it has received. — Call down 

Dolly your chamber-maid,, and I will give jou 
my cap, and bell along with it, if I make not this 
matter fo plain, that Dolly herfelf (hall undcrftaiid 

it as well as Malbranch. ^ When Dolly 

has indited, her epiftle to Robin, and has thrull. 
her arm into the bottom of her pocket, hanging 
by her right-fide ; — take that c^portunity to recol- 
left, that the organs ar.d facalties of preception, 
can, by nothing in this world, be fo aptly typified 
and explained, as by that one thing which Dolly 'a 
hand is in fearch of. Your organs are not fo dull 
that I Ihould inform you,— 'lis an inch. Sit, o£ 
red fcal-wax. 

"When this is melted and dropped upon th« 
letter, if Doily fumbles too long for her thim- 
ble, 'till the wax is over hardened, it will not 
receive the 'mark of herythimble from the ufual 
impulTc which was wont to imprint it. Very 
well. If Dolly's w ax, for want of better, is bees- 
wrax, or of a temper too loft, — though it may 

wccive, it will not hold the impre0ion, how 
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faardfocver D0II7 thnifts againftit] aniMaft of 
all) fuppofing the wai good, and eke die thim- 
ble, but applied thereto in carelefs hafte, as ber 

Miftrefs rings the bell ; in any erne of thele 

three cafes, the print, left by the thimble^ will 
be as unlike the prototype as a brafs jack. 

Now you mult understand, that not one of 
thcfe was the true cawfe of the confufion in my 
uncle Toby's difcourfe } and it is for that very 
reafon I enlarge upon them fo long, after the 
manner of great phyfiologifta, ; ■ - to fhow the 
world what it did not arife from. 

What it did arifc from, I have hinted above { 
-and a fertile fourcc of obfcurity it is,— and ever 
will be, — and that is the unfteady ufes of words, 
which have perplexed the cleareit and ntoft ex- 
alted undcrftandingB. 

It is ten to one, (at Arthur's) whether you 
have ever read the literary hiftoiica of palt ages j 

if you have, ' ' ■ " What terrible battles 

yclep'd logomachies, have they occafioned and 
perpetuated with fo much gall and ink-fhcd,— 
that a good-natured man cannot read account! 
of them, without tears in his eyes. 

Gentle critick ! when thou haJt weighed all 
this, and confidered within thyfelf, how much of 
(hy own knowledge, difcourfe, and converfation 
has been peflercd and difordered, at one time or ■ 

*thcr, by this, and thfe only : What a 

puddcr and racket in Councils .about ww and 
«*<n-<w?r ; an"! in fchools of the learned about- 

power and about fpirit ;- about t ffences, and 

about quinteflences •,' — - —about fubitances, and 
about fpacc :— -What confufion in greater The«- 
r&Bs, from words of little meaning, and as in- 
ietirmtMc a Cenfe t When thou confidereft this 
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thou wilt not wonder at my uncle Toby's per- 
plexities, — thou wilt drop a tear of pity upon hia 

fcarp and coutiterfcarp ; his glacis and his co- 

vcred way i—^is ravelin and his half-moon : Twas 
not by ideas, — by Heaven! his life was put in 
jeopardy by words. 



CHAP. m. 

WHEN my uncle Toby got his map of Na- - 
mur to his mind, he began immediately 
lo apply himfelf, and with the utmoft diligence, 
to the Jludy of it ; for, nothing being of more im- 
portance to him than hi^ recovery, and his reco- 
very depending, as you have read, upon the paf- 
fioas and afTe^ions of his mind, it behoved htm 
to take the nicefl care to make himfelf fo far ma- 
fler of his fubje^, as to be able to talk i^n it 
without emotion. 

In a fortnight's clofe and painful application, 
which, by the bye, did my uncle Toby's wound 
upon his groin no good, — he was enabled, by the 
help of fome margin j1 documents at the feet of the 
elephant, together with Gohcfms's military archi- 
teflure and pyroballogy, tranflated from the Flc- 
mifh, to form his dtfcourfc wiih paiTable perfpt- 
cuity ; and, before he was two full months gone, 
he was right eloquent upon it, and could 
make not only the attack of the advanced coun- 

terfcvp with great order ;. — . but having, by 

that time, gone much deeper into the aft, than 
what hia firft motive made ncceflary, ' ■■my 
uncle Toby was able to.crofs the Maes and Sam- 
bre ; make divcrfions as far as Vauban's line, the 
abbey of SalCneSj Wc. and give his vifitors as 
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diftinA a hiftoiy of each of their attacks, as of 
that of the gate of St. Nicholas, where he had 
the honour to receive his wound. 

But the defire of knowledge, like the thirft of 
riches, increafes ever with the acquifititin of it. 
The more my uncle Toby pored over his map, 

the more he took a liking to it ! by the fame 

proccfs and eleflrical al&milation, as 1 told you, 
through which, I ween the fouls of connoilleurs 
thcmfclres, by long frirtion and incumbition, 
have the happinefs, at length, to get all be-vir- 

tued, tie-piAured, — be-but terflied, and be- 

fiddled. 

The more my uiicle Toby drank of this fweet 
fountain of fcience, the greater was the heat and 
impatience of his thrift ; fo that, before the firfl: 
year of his confinement had well gone round, 
there was ftarce a fortified townin Italy or Flan- 
ders, of which, by one means or other, he had 
not procured a plan, reading over as he got them, 
and carefully collating therewith the hiltories of 
their lieges, their demoiitions, their improve- 
ments and new works ; all which he would read 
with that intenfe application and delight, that he 
would forget himfelf, hia wpund, his coufinemcnt, 
his dinner. 

In the fecond year my uncle Toby purchafed 
Ramelli and Catanco, tranflated from the Italian ; 

■ lifcewife Stevinus, Marolis, the Chevalier 

de Ville, Lorini, Cochorn, Sheeler, the Counf 
de Pagan, the Marflial Vauban, Monf. Blonde!, 
with almoft as many more books of military ar- 
chite^ure, as Don Quixote was found to have of 
chivalry, when the curate and barber invaded ^ia 
. library. 

Towards the beginning of the third year, 
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which was in Auguft lunety-nihe, my uncle Toby 
found it neceflarjf to underhand a little of pro- 

jefliles: —And having judged it beft to 

; fou ■ ' ■ ' 



draw hia knowledge from the fountain-head, he 
began with N. Tartaglia, who, it fecms, was the . 
fitft man who deteiSed the impoficion of a cannon- 
ball's doing kll tjiat mifchicf under the notion of 
a right line. This, N. Tartaglia proved to my 
uncle Toby to be an impofTible thing. 

Endlcfs is the fearch of Truth ! 

No foonerwasmy uncle Toby fatisficd which 
road the cannon-ball did not go, but he was in- 
fenfibly led oii, and refolved in his mind to en- 
quire and find out which road the ball did go : 
For which purpofc, he was obliged to fet olTa- 
frcOi with old Maltus, and lludied him devout- 
ly. — He proceeded next to Galliico andTorricel- 
lius, wherein, by certain geometrical rules, in- 
fallibly laid down, he found the precife parfi to 
be a Parabola, — or elfe an Hyperbola,— 
and that the parameter, or latus re£lum, o£ the 
conick fc<£lion of the faid path, was to the quan- 
tity and amplitude in a dne£t ratio, as the whole 
line to the fme of double the angle of incidence^ 
formed by the breech upon an horizontal plane ; 
-—and that the femi-parameter — Stop ! ^my dear 
tincle Toby, — flop ! — go not one foot farther in- 
to this thorny and bewildered track :— intricate 
are the (teps ; intricate are the mazes of this la- 
byrinth I intricate are the troubles which the 
purfuit of this bewitching phantom, Know- 
ledge, will bring upon thee. O my uncle ! 
fly — % — fly from it as from a ferpent. — ^^— 
Is it fit, good-natured man I thou {houldd fit 
up with the wound upon thy groin, whole 
nights, baking thy blood with he^ick watcbings i 
F J 
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Alas ! 'twill cxalperate thy fympto 



—check thy perfpiratioiis, — evaporate thy fpi- 
ritSj — waftc thy animal ftrength, dry op Ay 
radical moifture, — bring thee into a coitirc iaiat 
of body,— ^impair thy health, — and hallen ^ the 
inSrmitiei of thy old age. O my uncle ! my 
vncle Toby 1 



CHAP IV. 

I WOULD not give a groat for that man^ 
knowledge in pcn>craft, who docs not tm- 

deilland this, that the beft plain namtiTt 

in the world, tacked very clofc to the Jaft fpirii- 
td apoftiophe to my nncle Toby, — would have 
felt both cold and vapid upon the reader's pa- 
late ; — therefore, I fonhwith put an end to the 
chapter^ though I was in the middle oi my 
ftory. 

—Writers of my (lamp have one principle in 
common with painters. — Where an eiia£t copy- 
ing makes our piflurc lefs (Iriking, we choofe 
the lefs evil ; deeming it even more pardonable 
totrefpafs againft truth than beauty. — This is to 
be underflood cum grano falls; but he it as it r 
will,— as the parallel is made more for the fake 
of letting the apoftrophe cool, than any thing 
eife,— tis not very material whether upon any 
other fcore the reader approves of it or not. 

In the latter end of the third year, my uncle 
Toby, perceiving that the parameter and femi-p»- 
rameter of the conick feftion, angered his wound, 
he left off the ftudyof projeailes in a Iciod of > 
huff, and betook himfelf to the praflicai part of 
fordlication only ; the pleafui^of which, like a 

iK,,-,.,Coo^^k: 
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fpring held back, Tctuincd upon him with re- 
doubled force. 

It was in this year that my uncle began to 
break in upon the dally regubrity of a clean 
ihirt, — to difmifs liis barber unfhaven, — and' to 
allow his furgeoii fcarce time fuiEcieiit to drefs 
his wound, concerning himfelf fo little about it, 
33 not to afk him once in feven times drefling, . 
how it went on : When, lo !^all of a fudden, 
for the change was as quick as lightning, he be- 
gan to figh heavily for his recovery,— complain- 
ed to my father, — j;rew impatient with the fur- , 
geon ; — and one morning as he heard his foot 
coming up Hairs, he fliut up his books, and 
thruft afide his inttrumenis, in order to expoltu- 
late with him upon the protraflion of his cure, 
which he told him, might furely have been ac- 

complilhed, at ieaft by that time:—— He 

dwelt long upon the miferies he had undergone, 
and the forrows of his four years mclanch ly ira- 
prifonmcnt, — adding, that, had it not been for 
the kind looks, and frjteinal cheerings of the 
bell of brothers,— he had long fincc funk under 

his misfortunes. My fathtr was by : My 

uncle Toby's eloquence brought tears into his • 
eyes; — 'twas uncxpefted. My uncle To- 
by, by nature, was not eloquent;— it had the 
greater elTecl. ^— The furgeon was confound- 
ed ; — not that there wanted grounds for fuch, or 
greater marks of impatience, — but 'twas unex- 
pected too : in the four years he had attended 
him, he had never feen any thing like it in my 
uncle Toby's carnage ;~'ie had never once drop- 
ped one fretful or difcontentcd word ; ■ h e had 
bscn all patience,— all fubmilTion. 

■ I ■ W e lofe the jight of complaining 
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fometimes by forbearing it j— but we oJFtncr trebJe 

the force : ^The furgeon was aftoDifbed; 

-^but much more fo, when he heard my uncle 
Toby go on, and premptorily infift upon his 

healing up the wound tiireflly, or fending for 

Motificur Ronjat, the King's Serjeant-SuigeoB, 
to do it for him. 

The defire of life and health is implanted m 
'man's nature; — —the love of liberty andentarge- 
ment is a filter paffion to it : Thefc my unck 
Toby had in common with his fpecies \ — and ei- 
ther of them had been fufhcicm to account for 
his earned delire to get well and out of doors; 
but I have told you before, that nothing wrought 
with our family, after the common way \ — and 
from the time and manner in which this eager 
defire (bowed itfelf in the prefent cafe, the pe- 
netrating reader will fufpeit there was fomc other 
caufe or crotchet for it in my uncle Toby's head: 

1 There was fo % and 'tis lie fubje£t ef 

the next chapter, to fet forth what that caufe and 
crotchet was. I own, when that's done, 'twill 
be time to return back to the parlour fire-fide, 
> where we left my uncle Toby, in the middle of 
his fentencc. 



CHAP. V. 

"WXTHEN a man gives himfelf up to the go- 

Y Y vernment of a ruling paffiofi,- or in 

other words, when his Hobbt-Horse grows 

headstrong, f are wel cool reafon and fair dif- 

cretion. 

My uncle Toby's wound was near well ; and as 
foon as the furgeon recovered faia furprifej^-atid 



'(-/ 



TRISTRAM SHANBT, Gent. joj 

could get leaTC to fay as much — he told him, 
'twas jull beginning to incarnate ; apd that if no 
frefh exfoliation happened, which there were no 

ligns of, -it would be dried up in five or Cx 

^ireeks. The found of as many olympiads, twelve 
hours before, would have conveyed an idea o^ 
ftiorter duratiob to my uncl^ Toby's mind.-^-^ 
The fuccefHon of his ideas was now rapid,— he 
broiled with impatience to put his dcfign in exe- 
cution;- — ——and fo, without cotifultmg farther 

with any foul living,-- which, by the bye, I 

think is right, ' when you are predetermined to 
take no one foul's advice, he privately or- 
dered Trim, his man, to pack up a bundle of Unt 
and dielCngSj and hire a chariot and four, to be 
M the door eia^ly by twelve o'clock that day,, 
w^ictihekoew my father would be upon 'Change; 

■ So leaving a bank-note upon the table, 

for the furgeon's care of him, and a letter of 
teader thanks for his brother's, — he packed up his 
maps, his books of fortification, his inlf rumcnts, 
&c. — and.by tbe Jielpof a crutch on one fide, and 
Trim on the other, my uncle Toby embarked for 
Shandy-HaU. 

The reafooi or rather the rife of this fudden dc- 
Riigration,wasas follows: 

The table in my uncle Toby's room, and aC 
'which, the night before this change happened^ 
Jie was fitting with his maps, &c. about him, — 
being foaiewhat,pf the fmai)cftj for that infinity 
of< great and fmall inftrutnents of knowledge 

which ufually lay crowded upon it ; he had 

the accident, in reaching over for his tobacco-- 

box, to throw down his compalT^s, and in {loop— 

log to take the compafll^s up, with his Heeve he- 

F (5 
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threw down his cafe of inltrumrcntsand fnuffcn; 
— and as the dice took a run againft him, in hia 
endeavouring to catch the fnuf^rs in falling,— Jx 
thruR Monfieur Blonde) off the table, and Count 
dc Pagan o'topof him. 

Twas to no purpofe for a man, lame as my 
unde Toby was, to think of rcdrefling all thcfc 
evils by himfelf, — he rung his bell for hi« man 
Trim ; — Trim : quoth my uncle Toby, pri'ihee 
fee what confufion I have been- imking hen, 
I mtift have fomc better contrivance,— Tr'm.— 
Cari'ft not thou take my rule; and meafare the 
length and breadth of thia table, and then go and 
bcfpcdk me one as big again f— — Yes, aa' 
pfcafe your Honour, replied rrim,raaking ahow; 

' but I hope your Honour will be foon will ^■ 

liough to get down to your country-feat, where, 
■—as your Honour takes fo much pleafure in 

forffication, we could manage this matter lo 

a T. 

I muft here, inform yoUj that (his fervant of my 
tancie Toby's, who went by rhe name of Trim, 
had been a corporal in ^rty innele's own company; 
— his real name was J^mes Butler ;^-but having 
got the nick-name of Trim in the regiment, my 
uncle Toby, unfefs when he happened to be very 
^ngry wiih him, would nev^r cjll him by anyo- 
rher n.ime. 

" The poor fellow 'had been difablcd for fhefa- 
Vice, by a wound-oti his left knee by a muiket- 
tuHet, at the battle of Lanrfen, which was two 
years before the affair of Namur ; ' ■ gnd as 
the fellow wai; wrtl-beloved in the nsgiment, and 
a handy fellow into the bargain, my uncle Toby 
Took him for hb fervant ; and -of excellent ufe 
was hcj attending my itncle Toby in the camp 
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«nd in his quarters, as ralet, groom, barber, coolc, 
femp Iter, and nurfej and indeed, from (aR. to 
Ult, (raited upon him, aad feived faim with great 
fidelity and afiedtion. 

My unde Toby loved the man in return ; and 
what attached him more to him kill, was the fi- 

militude of their knowledge :—■ For Corporal 

Trim, (forfo, for the future, I Ihall call him', by 
four years occafional attention to his Alufler's diA- 
courle ufion fortified towns, and the advantage of 
prying and peeping continually inio his Matter's 
, plans, &c. CKClufive andbeCdes what he gainctl 
Hosm HoKSiCALL*, as a body-fervant, Non 
'Hobby Horfical per fe,~— -had become no mean 
.proficient in ttie fcience -, and was thought, by 
the cook and chamber-niiaid, to know as much of 
-the nature of ilrong-hoida as my unCle Toby him- 
fclf. 

I have but one more ftroke to give to finifii 
Corporal Trim's charafter, — and it is llie only 
duric line in it. The fellow loved to advifc,- or 
-lathcr to hear himfelf taJk ; his carriage, how- 
ever, was fo pcrfcttly lefpedUuI, 'twas eafy to 
keep him Glent when you had him fo ; butfethis 

tongue a going,— you had no hold of him ; 

he was voluble the eternal interlardingfl 

of your Honour, with the Tefpec"lfulners of Cor- 
poral Trim's manner, inicrccding fo itrong in 
behalf of hie elocution,— that though you might 
have been incommoded, — you could not well be 
angry. My uncle Toby was fddom either the 

one or the other yith hioi,-^ or, at leaft, 

-thiK fault in Trim broke no fquares with 'em. 
My ungii'r>^'oby, as 1 faid, loved the man ;— — . 
-and, b^des, as he ever looked upon it. faithful 
ier^aiu— but an humble fiiend^ — be could not 
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bear to Hop his mouth. Such was Corporal 
Trim. 

If 1 durft prefume, continued Trim, to gi« 
your Honour iay advice, and (peak my opinion in 

this matter Thou art welcome, Trim, quoth 

my uncle Toby, — fpeak, — fpeak what thou ihink- 
eft upon the fubjeft, man, without fear. Why, 
then, replied Trim, {not hanging his ears, and 
fcratching his hcnd like a country lout,but (ftroafc- 
ing his hair back from his forehead, and ftanding 

ereft as before his diviGon. 1 think, quoth 

Trim, advancing his left, whieh was his lame leg, 

3 little forwards, — ■ and pointing with his 

right hand open towards a map of Dunkirk, whick 

was pinned againft the hangings, i think, 

quoth Corporal Trim, with humble fubmiflioo to 
your Honour's better judgment, — that thefe rave- 
iins, ballions, purtatns, and horn-works, make but 
a poor, contemptible, fiddle-faddle piece of work 
of it here upon paper, compared to what your 
Honour and I could make of it, were we in the 
country by ourfelves, and had but a rood, or a 
rood and a half of ground to do what we pleafcd 
with : As fummer is coming em, continued Trim, 
your Honour might fit out of doors, and give mc 
the nography — (Call jt ichnographyi quoth my 
uncle J — of the town or citadel, your Honour was 
pleafcd to lit down before,— and I will be fhot by 
yourHohour upon the glacisofit, if I didnot 
foriify it to your Honour's mind. 1 dare fay 
thou would'ft, Trim, quoih my uncle. R)r if 
your Honour, continued the Corporal, couIJ 
but mark mc the polygon, with its exaft lines 
and angles, — That I could do very -^i^, quoth 
my uncle— I would begin with the fofHi and >£ 
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your Hohour could tell me the proper depth and 
breadth, 1 can to a hair's breadth, Trim, re- 
plied my uncle, — I would throw out the earth up- 
on this hand towardi the town for the fcarp, — and 
on the other hand towards the campaign for the 
counterfcarp, — Very right. Trim, quothmyuncle 
Toby,^— And when 1 had Hopped them to your 
mind, — an' pleafe your Honour, I would face the 
glacis, as the fineft fortifications arc done in Flan- 
ders,with fods, — and as your Honour knows they 
fliould be, ' and I would make the walls and 

parapets with fods too The beft engineers call 

them gazons, Trim, faid my uncle Toby 
Whether they are gazons or fods, is not much 
matter, replied Trim, your Honour knows tJiey 
are ten times beyond a facing either of brick or 
ftone. I know they are, Trim, in fome re- 
fpe£l3, — quoth my uncle Toby, nodding his head} 

— for a cannon-ball enters into the gazoti 

right onward8,withoutbringing any rubbiih down 
with it,. -which might fill the foiTe, (as was the 
cafe at St. Nicolas's Gate) and facilitate the paf- 
£ige over it. 

Your Honour underftands thefe matters, re- 
plied Corporal Trim, better than any officer in his 
Majefty's fervice ; — —but would your Hunour 
pleafe to let the befpeaking of the table alone, 
and let us but go in'to the country, I would work 
under your Honour's dircfiionslike a borfe, and 
make fortificjtions for you fomething like a canfy, 
wtthalltheir batteries, faps, ditches, and pallifa- 
does, that'll Aiould be worth all the world's rid- 
ing twenty miles to go and fee it. 

My uncle Toby blulhed ad' red ag fcarlet, as 

Trim went on ; —but it was not a blufli of 

guilt,— of modeity^— or of anger ;— — 'it waa a 

u,s,ic.= -„Googlc 
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blu(h of J07 ;.— -— h e was fired with Corporal 

Trim's project and dcfcription. rrim ! faid 

jny uncle Toby, thou hall faid eoough.— ' — Wc 
might begin the campaign, continued Trim, on 
the very day that his Majelty and the allies take 
the field, and demolifh 'em town by town as fait 
as— — — i Viin, <juoth my uncle Toby, fay no 

more, Your Honour, continued Trim, 

might fit in your arm^^hair, (pointing 10 it) 
this fine weather, giving me your orders, and 1 
would ■'■ .Say no more, Trim quoth my un- 
cle Toby.— Befides, your Honour would get 

not only pleafure and good pallime, — but good 
atn and good exerctfe, and good health, and your 
Honour's wound would be well in a month. Thau 
has faid enough. Trim,— quoth my uncle Toby, 
(putting Im hwnd into his breeches- pocket)— I 
like thy prnjedi mightily, — And if your Honour 
pleafes, I'll this moment, go and buy a pio- 
neer's fpade to take down with us, and I'll be- 
fpeak a thovel, and a pick ai, and a couple of— 
Say no more, Trim, qUoth my uncle Toby, leap- 
ing upon one leg, quite overcome with rap- 
ture, and thrufting a guinea into Trim's hand 

—Trim, faid my uncle Toby, fay no more , — but 
go down, Trim, this moment, my lad, and bring 
up myfupperthis inflant. 

Trim ran down and brought up his Mailer's 
fupper :— to no purpofc, Trim's plan of ope- 
ration ran lb. in my uncie'ii head, he could not 
■taftc it. — Trim, quoth njy uncle Toby, get me 

.to bed ; — 'twas all one, Corporal Irim'sdc- 

fcHption >nid fo fired his imagination, — my uncle 

Toby could not Oiit his eyes. The more he 

conJidcred it, the more bcwitehiog the fcene ap- 
pearedxe- him ;— fo that two £uU houis befmc 
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dajr-light, he had come to a final determination, 
and had concerted the whole plan of his and Cor- 
poral Trim's decampment. 

My uncle Fob^ had a little neat country-houfe 
of his own, in the village where my father's e- 
ftate lay at Shandy, wlhtch had been left him by 
an old uncle, wvth a fmall ellate of about one 
hundred pounds a year. Behind this houfe, and 
contigHous to it, was a kitchen, garden of about 
half an acre -, — and at the bottom of the garden, 
and cut off from it by a tall yew-hedge, was a 
bowling-green, containing juft about as much 

ground as Corporal Trim wiflied for j fo that 

as Trim uttered the word s, *' A rood and a half 
of ground to do what they would with,"— this 
identical bowling-green inftantly prcfented itfelf, 
and became curioufly painted, all at once, upon 

the retina of my uncle Toby's fancy, which 

vras the phyCcal caufe of making him change co- 
lour, or, at leBll,^-of heightening his blu(h to 
that immoderate degree I fpoke of. 

Never did lover po ft down to a beloved mif- 
trcfs with more heat and eKpe£lation, than ^my 
uncle Toby did, to enjoy the felf-fame thing in 
private :— I fay in private ;— for it was ihcltcred 
from the houfe, as I told you, by a tall yew- 
hedge, and was covered on th£ other three ftdu 
from mortal tight, by rough holly and tbickfet 
flowering fhrubs ; — fo that the idea of not being 
feen, did not a little contribute to the idea of 
pleafurc preconceived in my uncle Toby's mind. 
— ■ — Vain thought ! hovi-Evcr thick it was plant- 
ed about,— or private foevcr it might feem,— — — 
to think, dear uncle Toby, of enjoying a thing 
which to^ up a whole rood and ahalf of ground, 
— andnot have it ktu>wn *. 



ii6 ,The like and OPIKIONS O? 

How my uncle Toby and Corporal Trim mana- 
ged this matter,— —with thehiftoryofiheiTCUt^ 
paigns, which were noway barren of CTcnts, — 
may make no unmterefting under-plot in the epi- 

* tafia and working up this drama : At prefent 

thefcene maft drop, and change for the y«— 
]otlr iire-fidc. 



CHAP. VI. 



I... 1 .1.1 I What can they be doing, Iwother! 
faid my fathct.— — — I think, replied my nnclc 
Toby, — taking as 1 told you, his pipe ^rom hi) 
mouth, and ftriking the aihcs out of it as k 

■began his fentcnce ; 1 think, replied he,— it 

would not be aipifs> brother, if we rung tbt 
bcl). 

Pray, what's ail that racket over our heads, 0- 
badiah ? — quoth my father ; — my brother and I 
can fcarce hear ourfelves fpeak, 

Sir, anfwered Obadiah, making a bow to- 
wards his left Ihoulder,: my Miltrefs is taken 

very badly. And there's Sufannah running 

-down the garden-there, as if they were going to 

-ravifli her..J Sir, (he is running the fhortell 

cut into the town, replied Obadiah, to fetch the 

old midwife. :Then faddie a horfc, qnoth 

my father, and do you go direflly for Dr. Slopi 
the man-midwife, with all our fervices, — and let 

-him know your Miftrefs is fallen in labour,^— 
and that I defire he will return with you with all 
fpeed. 

It is very ftrange, fays my father, addrefiing 
himfelf t:^ my uncle Toby, ^8 ObjdUh fliui ihc 
doorj ' ■' as there, is fo eipcrt an operator u 



. TRISTRAM SHANDY. Gent. 117 

Dr. Slop fo near — Aat ray wife fliould perfift to 
the verylaft in this Dbftinate humour of hers, in 
truding the life of my child, who has j had one 
' miafortune already, to the ignorance of an old 
iroman i — and not onlythelife,of my child, bro- 
ther,— ^but her own life, and with it the lives of 
all the children I might, pcradventurc, hare begot 
out of her hereafter. 

Mayhap, brother, replied my uncle Toby, my 
Gfter does it to fare the eipence :— A pudding's 
end, — replied my father ; — the Doftor mnft be 
paid the fame for inaflion as action, — if not bet- 
ter,— to keep him in temper. 

-———Then it can be out. of nothing in the 
whole world, quoth my uncle Toby, is the fim- 
plicity of his heart, — but Modesty :— — — My 
filler, I dare fay, added, he, does not care to let 
a man come fo near her""**. I will not fay 
whcthcrmy uncle Toby had completed the fen- 
tence or not ;— tis for his advantage tt^fuppofehe 
had, — as, I think, he could have added no Onb 
"Word which would have improved it. 

If, on the contrary, my uncle Toby had not 
fully arrived at his period's end, — ihen the world 
ftands indebted to the fudden fnapping of my fa- 
■ ther's tobacco pipe, for one of the neateft ex- 
amples of that ornamental figure in oratory, 

which Rhetoricians ftyle the-Apofiopegis. Jiift 

heaven ! how does the Poco piu jmd the Poco 

mcpo of the Italian artifts ;• the infensible, 

more or Icfs determine the precife line of beauty 
jn the fentence as well as in the llatue ! How 
do the flight touches of the chifel, the pencil, 
the pen, the fiddlc-ftick, et csetera, give the 
true fwell, which -give the true pleafure ! — ■ — O 
mj countryman ! be nice ; be cautious of 



I iS THE LIFE AND OPINIONS o» 

TOUT language ;— — and nCTCr, O 1 never let it 
be forgotten upon what fmall particles yo«r elo- 
' quencc and your fame depend. 

" My fitter, mayhap, quoth my uncle 

"Toby, does-not choofe to let a man come (o 

" near her •"••" Make this daih, 'tis an 

ApoGopefis.— ^— Take the dalh away, and write 

Bjckfide, 'tia bawdy. Scratch Backfi<ie 

out, and put cover'd way in,' — tia a metaphor} 
and, I dare fay, as fortification ran fo much in 
my uncle Toby's head, that if it had been left-to 

have added one word to the fentcncc, that 

word was it. 

— But whether that was the cafe, or not the cafe; 
—or whether the fnapping of my father's tobacco- 
pipe fo critically happened thro' accident or ajJjcr, 
■—will be fc«a in due time. 



CHAP. VII. 

THO' my father was a good natural philofo- 
pher, yet— he was fomething of a moral 
philofophertoo} for which reafon, when his'to- 
bacco-pipe fnapp'd ihort in the middle, — he had 
nothing to do — as fuch — but to have taken hold 
or the two pieces, and thrown them gently upon' 

the back of the-firc- He did no fuch thin^ ; 

— he threw them with all the violence in the 
world; — and, to give aflion rtill the more em- 
phalis,— he ftarted up upon both his legs to do 
it. 

This look'd fomething like hcatj — and the 
manner of his reply to what my uncle Toby wa) 
faying, proved it was fo, 

" Not choofe," quoth my father, re- 
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peating my uncle Toby's words) " to let a man 
" come fo near her !— Bjr hearen, brother Toby I 
you would try the patience of a Job ; and I think 
I have tbe plagues of one already, without it. 
Wby ? —Where ?— Wherein .'—Where- 
fore .'-—Upon what account, replied my uncle 
Toby, in the utmofk aftonilhment. To think, 
{aid my father, of a man living to your age, 
brother, and knowing fo little about w^men '.-— 
I know nothing at all about them, — replied my 
uncle Toby ; and I think, continued he, that the 
fliock I received the year after the demolition of 
Dunkirk, in my affair with Widow Wadman,— . 
w}iichihock, you know, 1 {hould not have receiv- 
ed, but from my total ignorance of the fex,— 
has given me juft tfaufe to fay, That I neither 
know, nor do pretend to know, any thing about 
'em, or their con:;erns either. Methinks, bro- 
ther, replied my father, you might at leaft know 
fo much as the right end of a woman from the 
wrong. 

It is faid in Ariflotle's Mafter-Piece, « That 
" when a man doth think of any thing which 
" is pafl, — he , looketh down upon the ground ; 
" -—but that when he thinketh of fomething 
" that is to come, he looketh up towards the 
" heavens." 

My uncle Toby, I fuppofc, thought of nei- 
ther;— for he looked horizcHi tally. Riglt 

end,— quoth my uncle Toby, muttering the two 
words low to himfelf, and fixing Ids two eyes in- 
fcnfibly, as he muitered them, upon a foiall cre» 
vice, form'd bya bad joint in the chimney-pjece ; 

■ tight end of a woman ! I declare, quoth 

my uncle, I know no more which it is than the 
man in the moon j-— and if I was to think, con- 

...,,„Cooglo- 
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tinned my uncle Toby, (keeping his eyes ftill Ex'i 
upon the bad joint), this month together, I am 
fure I fliQuld not be able to find it out. 

Then, btrotber Toby, replied my father, I will 
tell you. 

Every thing in diis world, coiltinued my fa- 
ther, {filling a frefli pipe) — ^very thing in this 
earthly world, my dear brother Toby, has two 
handles. — Not always, quoth my uncle Toby. 

At lealt, replied my father, every one has two 
hands,— which comes to the fame thing. — ^Now, 
if a man was to fit down coolly, and confider 
within faimfelf the make, the_ Oiape, the con- 
firudion, com-at-ability, and convenience of 
all the pacts which conftitute the whole of that 
animal, call'd Woman, and compare them ana- 
logically 1 never underftood rightly the mean- 
ing of that word, quoth my uncle Toby. Ana- 
logy, replied my father, is the certain relation 
and agreement, which different — Here a' devil 
of a rap at the door fnapped my father's deBni- 
tion (like his tobacco-pipe) in two, — and, at the 
fame time, cruflicd the head of as notable and 
curious a diffcrtation as ever was engendered in 
the womb of fpeculation ; — it was fome months 
before my father could get an opportunity to be 
fafely deliver'd of it : — And, at this hour, it is a 
thing full as problematical as the fubjefl of the. 
diffcrtation itfelf, — (confidering the confufion and 
diilreffes of ourdomeflic mifadvcntLrcs, which 
are now coming thick one upon the back of an- 
other) whether I Oiall be able to find a place for 
it in the third volume or not. 
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IT is about an hour and a halPs tolerable good 
reading fince my uncle Toby rung the dcU, 
vhcn Obadiah was ordcr'd to faddle a horfe, and 

go for Dr. Slop, the man midwife i fo that 

□o one can fay with reafon, that I have not al- 
lowed Obadiah time enough, poetically fpeaking, 
and confidering the emergency too, both to go 

and come ; tho' morally and truly fpeaking, 

the man perhaps, has fcarce had time to get oa 
his boots. 

If the hypercritick will go upon this, and is 
refolved after all to take a pendulum, and mea- 
fure the true diftance betwixt the ringing of the- 
bell and the rap at the door ; and, after find- 
ing it to, be no more than two minutes, thirteen 

feconds and three fifths, Aiouldtake upon him 

to infult over me for fuch a breach in the unity, 

or rather probability, of time, 1 would 

remind him, that the idea of duration and o^ its 
fimple modes, 19 got merely from the train and 
fuccelTion of our ideas, — and is the true fcho- 

lallick pendulum, and by which, as a fcholar, 

I will be tried in this matter, — abjaTing. and dc- 
teding the jurifdidtlon of all other pendulums 
'whatevrr. 

I would therefore deGre him to conGder, that 
itis but poor eight mites from Shandy-Hall to Dr. 

Slop the man midwife's houfe i and that 

whilft Obadiah has been going thofc faid miles and 
back, I have brouglit my uncle Toby from Na- 
mur,' ,quite acrofs all Flanders into. England :— 
That I have had him ill ujion my hands near 
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four years ; — and bave fincc travelled him and 
Corporal Trim, ia a chariot and four, a journey 
of near two h\indred miles down into Torkftiire ; 
ail which put together) muft have pre- 
pared the reader's imagination for the entrance 

of Dr. Slop upon Ac ftagc, — ^b much, at 

lead, (I hope) as a dance, a fong, or a conccrte 
between the afts. 

If my hypereritick is untraftablcj- - a lledg- 

ing, that two minutes and thirteen feconds arc 

no more than two minutes and thirteen feconds, 

when I have faid all I can abont them ; 

and that this plea, tho' it might fave me 

dramatically, will damn me biographic ally, ren- 
dering my book, from this very moment, a pro- 
fcfs'd Romance, which before was a book a- 

pocryphal ; If I am thus prcfled, 1 

then put an end to the whole objeflion and con- 

troverfy about it all at once, -by acquainting 

him, that Obadiah had not gone above threcfcorc 
yards from the ft able- yard before he met with Dr. 

Slop i and indeed he gave a dirty proof .that 

he had met with hira,— • and was within an 

ace of giving a tragical one too. 

Imagine to yourftlf— — But this had better 
begin a new chapter. 



CHAP. IX. 

IMAGINE to yourfelf a little, fquat, uncourtly 
figure of a Doflor Slop, of about four feet 
and a half perpendicular height, with ^a breadth 
of back, and a fefq ui pedal jty of belly, which 
might have done honour to a ferjeant in thd Ilorfc 
Guards. 
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Such were the outlines of Dofloi'-Slop'g'figufe, 

which, — . ^if yoB hartread HogWtb's-anat)|fis ■ 

of beauty, and if yoo have not," I wi(h ytoa' 
would;' — i-you muft know, may as ctMainljr 
be caricBtur'd, and conviyed' to the iKtUd, ' by" 
three ftrdi«s, as three' hundred. r 1 ., 

Imagine fuch a one,-; for fuchi ^'fayj'' 

were the-outlines of Dodor Sl0[>'b %ure, aiming ' 
ilowly along, foot by foot, W&ddiag thrd'the ' 
dirt upon the vertebre of a iittle dimin'utivfe''po- 
ney,-'— of a pretty colour; — ^bWdf ■ft^ehgthV 

alack ( fcarce abletoTiavc roaffe &!l'ami'- 

ble of it, under fuch a fafdel, had 'tftc^iroads 
been in an ambling conditiory. — -- .— r- .. "iTieT ' 

wcie not.—*— Imagme to ypurfdf, • ObaHiah' 

mounted upon a ftrongnionfter of a coach-horfc, ' 
prick'd into a full gallop, and making all prac- 
ticable fpced the adrcrfe wayi 

Pray, Sir, let me intcreft you a moftient'in ■ 
this defcript ion. ;> 

Had Dr. Slop bchcrd Obadiah a milfitWpo'ft-''' 
ing ina narrow lane direftly towitds him, at " 

that monftrous rate, fplalhiiig and pliin-" 

ginglike a devil thro' thick and thin, as he ap- 
proach'd, would not fuch a phenomenon, with' 
fuch a vortex of mud and water moving along ' 

with It, round its axis ^havc b*eh a fdbjeft 

of jufter apprehfcnfion to Doctor Slop in his fitu--; 
ation, than the worft of Whiston's comiU ?^~—^ 
To fay nothing of the Nucleus ; that is, of 

Obadiah and the coach-horfc. In my idea 

thevorics alone of 'cm was enough-tohavC iti-' 
volved and carried, it*et the Doflor, at ieaSt' 
the Dbaor'3 pony,- quite away with ir.' Wh^lt 
then do you thinld muft the terrbr and hyifro^- 
pbobiaof Dr. Sk.f"baTc4ieen,-whenTou >bldi-' 
Vol- I, G 
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(which you are. Juft 'going to do) that he'vii 
ac{w)sitig thus warily slong towards Shandy-' 
Hall, and had approach'd to within lixty yard) 
of it> and within Kre yards of a fudden tarn 

made ^by an acute angle of the gardea^wall, 

and inihedirtieftpart of a dirty lane, when 

Obadiah and his coach horfe turn'd the corner, 

rapid, furious, — pop — full upon him 1^ -No- 

ttungil, .think, in nature, can be fuppofed more 
terrible, than fuch a rencounter,— —fo ini- 
^ prompt i foill prepared to Hand the fiiock of it a* 
Dr. Slpf wme. 

What could Dr. Slop do ? He crofs'd 

himfclif X -T-: Fugh I But the Doflor, 

Sir, was a papift. - ■ ■ . No matter-; he had 
better have ^cpt hold'of the pummel. He had 
fo ; — nay, as it happen'd, he had better hare done 

nothing at all ; for in crolEng himfelf, he let 

go his whip :— and in attempting to fayc his 
whip betwixt his knee and his faddle flcirt, as it 

flipp'd, he loft his ilirrup,-^ -in lofing 

which, he loft his feat i and in the multi- 
tude of ajl thefe lofles, (which by the bye, 
fliows what little advantage there is in croffing] 
the unfortunate 0o£torlo{i his presence of mind. 
So that, without waiting for Obadiah's onfet, he 
left his pony to its deltiny, tumbling otF it dia- 
, gonally, fomething in the llyle and manner of a 
pack of wool, and wi:hout any other confe- 
^ucnce from the fall, fare that of being left, 
(as it would have been) with the broadeft part 
of him funk ;ibout twelve inches deep in the 
mire. • "y 

Obadiah puli'd offhis cap twice to'Dr. Slop) 
— ^nce as he was falling, and then again when 
be iav him feated.- -^— — I ll-tiip'd complai.- 



■„CixM;ic 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, GemT. i a j 

fasce l-*ha4l not the XbIIow b«tter bafe ftopp'd 
his horfc, and got off and help'd him' ?-■— — 
Siljhedid all&at his lituatioH would allow i— 
but the MoMENTOM of the coach-horfe was fo 
great, that Obadiah couM aot do it all at once ; 
— " F. ' he rode in a circle thicc times round Dt. 
Slop, beEore he could fuUjr accomplilh it any- 
how } - ■ —and at the Uft, when he did ftqp the 
bcall, 'twas done with iftch an expl9fiQn of 
mud, that Obadiah had better have been a league 
oS. InSiort, never was aDoflor Slpp fo belut- 
cd, and fo tranfubflantUted,- lince chat affair 
came into falhion. 



CBAP...X. 

WHEN Qr. Slop uitcrcd the back-parlour, 
where roy l^tber ^nd tay unqle ,Tob(y 
were di^pourOog upon ^e Bati;fe..iof Womenj— 
it, was liard to dctern»ine whedier Dr- Slop's fi- ■ 
gure, olDr.Sibp'Bfl'efence, occMfioned mCiefur- . 
prize to them ; for as the accident happened, 
foncar the houfe, » nottp inab.e;it worth while 
for Obadiah to remount hip)' . ■ ' Obadiah 
had led'hipp in as he wa^ unt^iped, unappoini- 
ed, uoannealedi wit;h aUI}^§^ains andibkjtchesoR 

him — "--tie ^ofl Hti,fiainiet*s ghoft, mo- - 

lisnlefs and fp&Qcl3J,i^sb fqr a full minute and a . 
half, at the parent doOT, , (Obadiah fl:ill holding 
his hand) with lall the maje^ of mud. His 
hinder p?Tts, upon which at had received his 

fall, totally befmqa):'d -and, in every other 

pan <^ ^itn, bilptched over .in fuch a manner 
with Obadiah's exploCon, that you would have 
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[worn, (wMiout m«i(«l JeferraiJon) that evciy 
grain ofit had takgn eff6&. ^ ' . 

Here was a fair oppominity for my uncle "to- 
by to hare tnomphMovcrmy father in his turn ( 
. —for no mortal, who hid beheld Dr^ Slop iiithat 
pickk, could have difliBnted froim fo much, at~ 
lead) of my uncle Toby^a opinion, ** That 
<f mayhap hi* lifter n;right not cbre to lct"fn£h-a 
« Dr. Slop come fo ftearher ♦•••." " But it was' 
the Argumcn turn ad hominem ; and if my uncle 
Toby was not very expert at it, you may think, 
he mightnot care to ufe !*• No ; the reafoA was, 
^'twas not his nature to infult. 

Dr. Slof 's prefencc, at that time, wag no lels 
problematical than the mode of it, tho', it is 
ccrtatiit one moment's refloclifm in my father 
might have folded it } for he had apprifed Dr. 
Slop bUf the week before, (hat my mother warn 
at her full reckoning ; and -as the Doftcjr had 
heard nothing finctij 'twas natural and'venpoK- 
tical too in him, ttf have taken a ride tt> Shandy 
Hall, as he did, merelyM'feeiKrw.'tHfitteta went 
«n.- ■,''':■ ~ ' '■ • ' - ■ 

But- my father's ihirtfl ■ took unfm^unafely a 
■wwMig turn iirthciriVeftigitibHi' tilnning, like 
Hrehyptycritick'fl, altogodier upon the 'ringing of 
the bett'arid ttid rap'tifeh the *jorj — mcafuring 
«(eir'diftam;c,-^and keeping-hiS -mind fo-intent 
U|Aui the bperation,' as tO Atfvt^wtr to think 
ofnothingclfe.-^ — ^-— ^-G«rtlm«1^1a^ic*^firtni(y 
of the gTMtcfl: m'athcrtiaticians ! working with 
might and msin at the -rfcmonftration^ and £b 
wafting all- their ftrengh upon it, that they have 
none left in them'to draw the corollary, to do 
good with. 

The ringing of the bcll» and the rap upon the 
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doer, ftnidi likc«'!fe (Irong upoti Ute fenforiuni 
of ^y upck Tobvy— but it excited a vtty. diffcr- 
, «nt'tiiu»of thpughts Vf 'I ■ the two; iirCconcile- 
. aUe:puiratioQS]i;iftait^y,..t}rovg!U' Sterinui tbe 
• ■tffi»t-ei\pt\e^r, a^ngcfcith thsm, into my ^unclc" 

: 'r)»by'«inind. Wtal bnHneft Stcvinus had 

.in this affiiir, is the gicatcft preblem of all (—it 
lll<Ubcfolved,butaotuithc next chapter. 



• . : •■ , CHAP. XI. 

WRITING, when pn^erlylnanag«d,(as yau 
miiy befurel think mine is) is but. a dif- 
ferent name for converfation : As no one, who 
' knows-what he ia aiboutingood compatiy, woukl 
■ ventme tcftalk ali;— fono avihoT,mho uiider- 
ftands t&e juft houiidsries of dtxoriini and good 
breeding) would prefome to think, all : The t[u«flr 
Tcfp^ that .you can pay .to the reader's under- 
ftanding, is to : h^ve chis matter amibably, and 
.leave him fomething to imagine^ in his turn, as 
vdl aayourfclf. 

For my own part, I am etemrlly paying him 
compliments of this Ictnd, aad doVll that lies in 
.my.pawcr to fcftqi'Jiii itmgmation ag bufy as'mf 
o«(n. 

Tis his turnnow:— J have .giTfln an ample 
defcription of Dr. Slop's fad overthrow, and of 
his fad appearance in the back-parlour ; — hisidia.^ 
ginatifm mufi goonwith it for a whilie. 

Let the reader imagine then, that Dr. Slop has 
told his tale ;-. — and in what words, and with 
what aggravations his fancy choofes. — Let him 
Aippofe tnat Obadiah has told his talc alfe, and 
with fuch rueful looks of aSe^ed .concen], ae 
G 3 
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he thinks willbeft contrail the two figures a ■ 
they ftandby each other. Let him imagine, that 
mjr father hag ftcpp'd up itairs to fee mj mother : 

And to conchide this tvork of imagination, — ■ 
let him imagine the Doftor wafli'd, — rubb'd 
down, — condoled with,— felicitated, — got into a 
pair of Obadiah'i pumps, ftepping forward to- 
wards the door, upon the very point of entering 
upon aAion. 

Truce ! truce, good Dr. Slop ! Slay thy 

obftetrlck hand j — return it fafc into thy bofbm to 
Veep it warm ; — litttc do'ft thou know what ob- 
ftacles, — little do'ft thou know what hidden cau- 
fes retard its operation !— Haft thou. Dr. Slop, 
— haft thou been entrufted with the fecrct articles 
of this folcmn treaty which hasbrought thcC in- 
to this place. ? — Art thou aware that, at thiain- 
ftant, a daughter ' of Lucina is put obftetncally 
over thy head ? Alas I tis too true. Befides, 
great Ton of Piiumnus ! what can'ft thou do;"? — 
Thou haft come forth unarm'd ;— >thou has left 
thy tire .tetc, — thy new invented forceps, — ^thy 
crotchet,— thy fquirt, — and all th'y inffa-umcnts 

of falvation and deliverance bdiind thee. -By 

heaven! at this moment th^y are hanging op in 
a green baize bag, betwixt thy two piftols* at tby 

bed's head !— Ring ; call j fend Oba- 

diah back upon the coadi-horfe to bring them 
with all fpccd. 

Make great hafte, Obadiah, quoth my 
father, and Vlt give thee a crown }— aiid, quoth 
my uncle Toby, I'll give him another. ._ 
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CHAP. XIX 

myuncte Tobj,.dJrelBng htofcif loPt- 
Slop, (aU three of them CttinsJomi ""''' °« 
toither.^my "nde TobyW" "> ^1^'' "S" 
ftjliUy brought the gre.l Stetmoi .tlto my h^d, 
who, TO. miift know, is i hvounte aothor with 
„e.Ii_Then, aaded my father, making ufcof 
the argirment Ad Crnmen.m,— I will 1»?.'™: 
t, guinea, to a fingle crown piece, C'b'eh "'U 
firJe to give awa, to Obad.ah when be gets back) 
that this fame Sterinus was tome engtneer or 
other,— or has wrote tometbmg or other, eittier 
direaiy or indireftly, upon the fcience ol fortih- 
cation. 

He has fo,— replied my uncle Toby.— -— — 
Iknewit,faid my father ,-tho' for thf fo«l "f 
me, I cannot fee what kind of eonneaion there 
can be betwixt Dr. Slop's tndden coojing, and a 
difeonrfe upon fortification i-yet I 'f"«f ''■- 
Talk of what we will, brotber,-or " *« ~ 
cdion be never to foreign or unSt '"'^''f^^ 
-you are tnre to bring it .n : I would n«, bro- 
ther Toby, continued my father,—! deoKre i 
',r„ld .Shave my head'fo full of enn^l n«, 

ho,n.wo,ks. That I darctay, V™ ""^X ' 

quoth Dr. Slop, interruptmg h.m, and lau„m«g 

moll imm"l='««l?,»''"'S"°- J- (land abhor 
Dennis the ctitiek could not deteltano a 

a pun, or the f'™',;^,,: „Q ^^ 

cordially than my f.Aeri- «j;° V Soke 

S'u'rw'lTiVrJeJi^iinrtcourte, w. a. 

G 4 
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I»d> he would fay, as a fillip upon the nofe ;— 
be faw no difference. 

Sir, quoth mjr uncle Toby, addreding himfeif 
to Dr. Slop> — —the curtains my brother Shandy 
:inpntion;^,hetof have .nothing to do with bed- 
i!eiils>-rpio' I know, Du Canec f^ys, " Thai 
.^d-pvrfaint, ip all; probability, nave taken tbeii 
.narpc froip fhcm ; " — nor have the faom-workflf 
■he fpe^s ofi any thing in the world to do with 
'ijiehfiif'warluof cuckoldom : — bi)t the curtain, 
$ir, is.the word we ufe.in foitification, .for th^t 
part of the wall or rampart, which lies between 
the twobafttons, and^oins them. ■ BcGegen 
icldom ofier to carry oa their attacks, dire^ly a- 
gainft the^urtain, for this reafon, bccaufe they 
-•re fo well flanked ;— (tis the cafe of other cur- 
,^)i)S] quoth Dr. Slop, laughing) — however, con- 
tinued my uncle Toby, to make them fure, we 
.generally j^hoofe. to place ravelins before dbem, 
taking care only to extend them beyond the fofle 
orditph.:— The conunon men, who know very 
little of fortification, confound the ravelin and 
„the faalf-mopn together, — iho' they are very dif- 
ferent things i — not in their figure or conftruc- 
,.tion, for we make them ex^ly alike in all 
pointaj— ^for they always conCftnf two faces, 
:. m^kingi a falient angle with the gorges, not 

j.Araight, but in form "of a crefccnt r-Where 

ilben lies'the difference ? (quoth my fRther.alit- 
tle t£(lily.)-^Iti their fituattons, anfwered my 
uncle Toby :^-— For when a nvelin, brother, 
- ftands:bef4re the .curtain, it is a ravelin; and, 
: <wh«n a ravelin ftands before abatlion, then the 
.rayelin is not a ravelin, — it is a half-moon :— a 
half-moon likewife is a half-moon, and ^o more, 
.. folong asit Hands before its baftion >— iwt w>i 
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it to change place, and get before the curtain, — 
'twould,^ no longer a half-'inoain ; a half-moon, 
ia that cafe, is not a bslf-iQOon ; — tis no more 
than a ravcliD.— I think, qi]oth my /ather, that 
the. noble fcience of defence has its weak fidest . 
— ^swell as otherst 

' As for the horn-works {high ho! 

figh'd my father) which, ctmtinued tny uncle 
Toby, my brother was fpeaking of, they are a 
very confiderablc part of an outwork ■, — —they 
are caUed by the French engineers, Ouvragc a 
come,;, ajid we generally make them to x:over 
fuich places as we fufpe^l to be weaker than the 

.reft i — : they're form'diby two epaulments 

or demibiftions, they are very pretty, and 

if you will take a walk, I'll engage to fhow you 

one well worth your troublp; 1 own, con> 

tinued my uncle Toby, when we crown them, — 
they are much ItrongGr, but then the^ are very 
cxpenfive, and take up a great deal of ground; 
fo that, in my opinion, they are moft of ufc to 
cover or defend the head of a camp i otherwife 
the double tenaille — • — -vrBy the modicrwlio bore 

us! brother Toby, quoth my father, not able 

to hold out any longer, — you would provoke 
a faint; — here have you got us, I know not 
hiow, not only foufe into the middle of the old 
fubjeft again,— ^ — liut fp full is your head of 
thefc a>nJ^unded works, that tlu>' my wife is 
this moment in the pains of labour, — and you hear 
her cry out,— yet nothing will fcrve you but to 
carry off the man midwife--~— -Accoucheur,— ' 
if you plcafc, quoth Dr. Slop.-— —With aH my 
heart, replied my father, 1 don't care what they 
call yout— j — but i wiih the whole fciencc of for- 
Si£eat(an,wiihaUit$';inrentor$, at the.jleuli— ~ 
G5 
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it has been the death of thdurarids.— ^— and it 
will be mine, in the end. I would ih>t» I would 
not, brother Tobf, bavc my brains fo fuU of 
faps, mines, blinds, ^bions, pallifadoes, ra*clins 
half-moons, and fueh trumpery, to be proprietor 
of Namur, and of all the towns in Flanders with 
it. 

My uncle Toby was a man patient of injuries j 
— 4tot from want of couragc^-^I have told you 
in the fifth chapter of this fecond book, " That 

he was a man of courage :" And will add 

here, that where jull occatiOns prefented, or 
called it forth, — I know no man , under whofe 
arm I would have fooncr taken fliclter ; — nor did 
thisarife from any infendbility or obtufenefs of 
his intellciluat parts ; — for he felt this infult of 
my father's as feelingly as a man could do ;— 
but he was of a peaceful, placid nature, — no 

i'arrinf; elemenCinit t— all was miied up fokind- 
j wi^in him, my uncle Toby had fcarce a heart 
to retaliate upon a fly. 

— — — — ■ Go,— fays he, one day at dinner, to 
an over-grown one which had buzzed about his 
nofe, and tormented him cruelty all dinner-time, 
and which, after infinite attempts, he had caught 
at laft,aft it flew by him ; — ^ — I'll not hurt thee 
fays my uncle Toby, rifmg from his chair, and 
going acrofg the 700m, with thc' fly in his hand, 
—I'll not hurt a hair of thy head :-^Go, fays 
he, lifting up thc fafh, and c^iening his band 
as he fpoke, to let it efcape ;— go, poor devili 
get thee gone, why (hould I hurt thee h — This 
world furely is wide enough to hold both ihee 
and me. 

I was but ten years old w^en this^- happened i 
— but whether it was, that tb« aAieo UMf wat 
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more in unifoh to my nerres at that age, of pityt 
wluch toftantly fet my whole frame into one vi- 
bration of mod plcafurable fcnfation ;— or how 
far the manner and exprci&on of it might go to- 
wards it i— or, in what degree, or by what tecret 
niagick|-^a tone of voice, and harmony of move- 
ment, attuned by mercy, might fVnd a paflage 
to my heart, I know not j— this I know, that 
the leflbn of univerfal good- will, then taught and 
imprinted by my uncle Toby, has- never fincc 
been worn out of my mind : And tho* I would 
not depreciate what the ftudy of the LitetBc Hu- 
maniorcs, at the univerfity, have done for me 
in that refpeO, or difcrcditthe other helps of an 
CKpenfive education bcflowed upon me, both'at' 
home and abroad lince ; — yet, I often think, tnat ' 
I owe one half of my philanthropy to that one 
accid<:htal impre(fion.- 

(C^ This is to ferve for parents and governors - 
inftead of a whole volume upon the fubje^. 

I could tiot give the reader this flroke in my 
uncle Toby's pi dlurc, by the inftrument with: 
which I drew the other parts of it, — that taking 
in no more than the mere Hoebt Horsical.- 
likenefs; — this is a part of his moral character.- 
My father, in this patient endurance of wrong5» 
wrhich I mention, was very different, a'l the read- - 
er mull long ago have noted : He had a much 
more acute and qctick fenfibility of nature, at-- 
tended with a little fournefs of temper :-'l1iough' 
this never tranfported him to any ihing which 
looked like malignancy;- — yet, in the litde 
rubs and vexations of' life, -'twas apt to (how it- 
fclfina drollifh andwittyikind- of peeviQinefs: 

He was, howeveri - frank aii^- ff^ri^rotis ■ 

ia hisiuture,r-at all i^mes open-to convt^^n ^i 
G.6. 
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, m<t In the little ebullltionj of this fubacid tn- 
. tnour'towarda others, but paTticulariytowaidimjr 
-. uncle Toby, whom he truly loved^ — he woiiii 

feel more pain ten times told, (except in the af- 
• fair of my aunt Dinah, or where an hypothefit 
. yas cpDcerncd) than what he ever gave. 

The fhara£\ers of the two brothers in this liew 
' of tklem,; remedied light upon each other, aod ap> 

pcared with great advantage in this affair, whidi 

aiofe about. Stevinus. 

1 need not tell the reader, if he keeps a Hob* ' 
.BT HoRSEt— that a man's Hobst Horse is as 
; tcn4^ a part as he has about him ; and that 

thefc unprovoked (Irokes, at my uncle Toby's, 
, could not be unfek by him.— ~-No ; — as I fai^ 
' ;Aove> my uncle Toby tlid feel them, and very 

feiiGl^ly top. 

Pray, Sir, what faid he? How did hebe- 

- -h^^ye .?^— Ob, .Sir! — it was great: For as foon 

as my father had done infulting his Uobst- 
< HqKSE, — he turned his head, without the Jeaft 

en^otioiji, from Dr. Slop, to whotn he was ad- 
,,<Jieirn>giiis difcdurfe, and looking up into my fa- 
jther'sfafic, with a countenance f pre ad over with , 
,-,fo much geod nature, — fo placid, — fo firatemal, 
_^m-fa inipipiclhUly tender towards him j — it pc- 
. netrated my father to his heart: He rofc uphaf- 
,;tjiy from his chair, and. fcizing hold of both my 
, unpic Toby's hands as he fpoke : Brother, Toby, 
'faid he,— I beg thy pardon ;— — forgive, I pray 
,-t1jieei this; rafh humour which my mother gave 

inc. — My dear, dear brother, anfwered my uu- 
. de.Tobyi.rifiiig up .by my father's heip, fay ;no 
. more about it ;— yoti are heartily welcome, had 

it been tst) timc3.a^-niuch» brother. But 'dy 

ungejierousi replied .my ^ther, ta buit anj 
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laan ;— abrotbcrworfc; — but to hutt a brother 
of fuch gentle iqanners,— (b unprovolung, and 
fo u ore feming,— 'tis bafe : — By heaven, 'tis cow- 
ardly. You are heartily welcome, brother, 

quoth my unClc Toby,— had it been fifty times 
at much. Befides, what have I to do, my 

dear Toby* cried my father, either with your a- 
mufements or your plea fures, unlefs it was in my 
power (which it is notj to increafc their mea- 
fure? 

Brother Shandy, anfwered my uncle To- 
by, looking wiJlfuUy io his face,— you are much 
miftakcn in this point ; — for you do increafemy 
pleafure very much, in begetting children for the 
8handy Family at your lime of life.— But, by 
that, air, quoth Ur. blop, Mr. Shandy iocrcafes 
his own. — ^Not a jot, quoth my father. 



MY brother does it, qnoth my uncle Toby> 
out of principle.^— In a family-way, I fup- 
pofe, quoth Dr.Slop. — Pthawl — faid my father, 
'tis not worth talking of. 



CHAP: XrV. 

A T the end of the laft chapter, my father and 
/ '\ "my uncle Toby were both Itanding like 
' j^utus and Calhas at the clofe of the fcene mak- 
ing up their accounts. 

As my father fpokc the three laft words,— he 
fat down ;— my uncle Toby exactly followed his 
csamplcf only, that before -he took bie chair, 

u,s,ic.= -„ Google 
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he rung the bell, to order Corporal Trim, wbo 
was in waiting, to ftcp home for Stcvinus; — m^ 
uncle Toby's Koufc being no farther off than the 
oppoGte lidcof the way. 

Some men would hare dropped the fubjeft -of 
Stevinus ; — but my uncle Toby had no refentment 
in his heart) and be went on wiih the fubjeA, to 
' fhow my father that he had none. 

Your fudden appearance, Dr. Slop, quoth my 
uncle, rcfuming the difcourfe, inftantly brought 
Stevinus into my head — (My father, you may 
be fure, did not offer to lay any more wagers up- 
on Stevinus's head) — Becaufe, continued my un- 
cle Toby, the celebrated failing chariot, which 
belonged to Prince Maurice, and was of fuch 
' wonderful contrivance and velocity, as to carry 
half a dozen people thirty German miles, in I 
don't know how few minuies, — was invented by 
Stevinus, that great mathematician and engineer. 

Tou might have fpared yourjfervanttbe trouble, 
quoth Dr. Slop, (as the fellow is lame) of going 
for Stevinus's account of it, becaufe in my^ re- 
turn from Lcydcn, through the Hague, I walked 
as far as Schevling, which is two long miles, on 
purpofe to take a view of it- 

— That's nothing, replied My uncle Toby, to 
what the learned Pcircfkius did, who walked a 
matter of five hundred miles, reckoning from Pa- 
ris to Schevling, and from Sehevlingto Pans back 
again, in order to fee it, and nothing clfe. 

Some men cannot bear to be out-gone.— The 
more' fool Peirefkius, replied pr. Slop.— But 
mark, — 'twas out of no contempt of Peircflcius 
at all : — but that Peirelkius's indefatigable la- 
bour, in trudging fo far on foot out of love for. 
the fciesces, rcduccd-the exploit pf Dr. Slop, 4b : 
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that affair to nothing — ^The more fool Pciref- 

kius, faid he agaiti. Why fo ? — replied my 

father, taking his brother's part, not only to 
make reparation as faft as he could for the infiUt 
he had given him, which flill hung upon my fa- 
ther's mind i— but p&rlly, that my father began 
really to intercflr himfelf in the difcourfc ; — ^why 
fo ? —faid he 'j why is Peireftius, or any man 
dfe, to be abufed for an appetite for that, or any 
other morfel of found knowledge ? For, notwiih- 
ftanding I know nothing of the chariot in tjucOi* 
on, continued he, the inventor of i} muft have 
had a very mechanical head ; and tho' I cannot 
guefs upon what principles of philofophy he has 
achieved It — yet' certainly his machine hae been 
cpnftru^ed upon folid ones, be they what they 
will, or it could not have anfwcred at the rate my 
brother mentions. 

It anfwered, replied my uncle Toby, as wetlj 
if not better ; for, as Peireikius elegantly cx- 
prelTes it, fpeaking of the velocity of its motion, 
Tam citus erat quam erat ventus ; which ttnlcfa 
I have forgot my Latin, is, that it was as fwift 
as the wind itfelf. 

But pray, Dr. Slop, quoth my father, inter- 
rupting my uncle, (though not without begging 
pardon for it, at the fame time) upon what 
principles was this feJf fame chariot fet a going ? 
— Upon very pretty principles, to be furc, repli- 
ed Dr. Slop ^ — and I have often wondered^ 
continued he, evading the queftion, why none 
of our Gentry, who live upon large plains like 
this of oure, — (efpecially they whofe wives are 
not paft child bearing) attempt nothing of this 
kind ; for it would not only be infinitely expcrfi- 
rioud upon- fadden calls to wluch the fex is fub- 
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■jefii — if the wind only rerved,-r^ut vould be 
excellent good hufbatidry to make ufe of tlw 
winds, which coll noiliiag, and which eat no- 
thing, rather than horfes, which (the devil take 
'cm] both cod and cat a great deal. 

For that very reafon, replied my falhei* " Bc- 
■', caufe they coH noihing, and becaufe they eat 
" pothing," — the fdiemeis bad -,■ — it is the con- 
fumption of our produfIS] ai well as the manu- 
fa^ure of them, which gives bread to the hun- 
gry, circulates t^ade, brings in money, and ia^ 
ports the value of our lands: and tho', I ow n, 
if I was a PrincGi I would generoully recompence 
the fcicntifick head which brought forth fuch con- 
trivances j^— yet I would as peremptorily fup- 
prefs the ufe of them. 

My father here had got into, his eIement,-~-^ 
and was going on as profperoully with his difTer- 
tation npon trade, as my uncle Toby had before, 

upon hia of fortiUcation ; but to the lofs of 

much fouivl knowledge, the dellinies in the 
morning had .decreed, that no diflertation of any 
kind Ihoutd be fpun by my father that day ;— — 
for, as he opened bis mouth to begin ihe next 
' fentence, 



CHAP. SV. 

TKpopped Corporal Trim with Stevi^ius : But 
I 'twas 100 late,— ill the difcourfe had been ex- 
oaiifted without him, and was running into a 
new channel. 

— — ■ You may take the book honw agua,. 
Trim, faid my uncle Toby, nodding to him. 
fiutpri'thee. Corporal, quoth my fi^hec, iaiQ.'-, ■ 
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Ingj— locJc iirft into it, and fee if tlion can'ft fpy 
aught of a foiling chariot in it. 

Corporal Trim, by being in the lervice, had 

learned to 'Obp7,~>and not to remonftrate ;— fo 

. talcing the book to. a fide-table, and running over 

the ieavce ; Aa' pJeafe your Honour, fiid Trim, I 

can lee no fiich things however continued 

the Corporal drt^ing a Uttic in his turn, I'll make 
fure work of it, an' pleafe your Honour i— — fo, 
taking hold of the two covers of the book, one ia 
each :baod, and letting the leaves fall down, as 
he bent the covers back, he gave the book a good 
found fluke. 

There is fomething fallep out however, faid 
Trim, an pleafe your Honour ; but it is not a 
chariof, or any thing like one. ■ Pri'thee, 
Corporal, faid my father, f mill ng,' what is it then ? 
I think anfwered Trim, {looping to take 
it up,-r-'ti3 more like a fcrmon, — for it begina 
-with a text of fciipturc, andthe chapter and verfe; 
and then goes on, not as a chariot^— but like 
a fermon dircflly. 

The company fmiled. 

I cannot conceive how it is polBbIc, quoth my 
uncle Toby,-foT fvch a tfaing.as aiermon to have 
got into my Stevtnus. 

I think 'tis a fermon, replied Trim;— {>ut if-it 
pleafe your Hanonrs, as it is a fair hand, I will 
read you a page ; — < — for Trim, you mufl know 
loved to heal bimfelf lead, almolt aar well as 
talk. 

I havecvsr a ftrong prspenfity, fatd my fa- 
ther, to look ihto thirds which crofs my way, 
by fuch llrange fatalities as thefe i ■ ■ and as we 
have nothing better to do, at leait-till Obxdiah 
gets back, I fliall be obliged to you, brother. 
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if Dr. Slop has no objeflion to it, to order tbe 
Corporal to give us a page or two of it, — if he 
ia as able to do it, as he Coems willing. An' 
plcafe your Honour, quoth Trim, I officiated two 
whole campaigns in Flanders, as clerk to the chxp- 
lin of the regiment. ■ H e can read it, 
quoth my uncle Toby, as well as I can.- 
Trim, I a0bre you, was the bed fcholar in my 
company, and ftould ha4e had the next halben, 
but for the poor fellow's misfortune. Corporal 
Trim laid his hand upon his heart, and made an 
humble bow to his mailer;— then laying down 
his hat upon the floor, and talcing up the fcrmon 
in his left hand, if order to have his right at li- 
berty, he advanced, nothing doubting, into tite 
middle of the room, where he could beft ftie, and 
be bell fecn by his audience. 



CHAP. XVI. 



' If you have any objeQion, — faid ray 
father, addrclBng liimfclf to Dr. Slop. Not in 

the leaft, replied Dr. Slop j- for it does not 

appear on which fide of the queftion it is wrote ; 

it may be a con^>olitioii of a divine of 

; OUT church) as well as yours,— fo that we .run 

equal' rilka. Tis wrote upon neirficr fide, 

quoth Trim, fpr 'tis only upon Confcience, an' 
plcafe your Honours. 

Trim's rcafon put his audience into good hu- 
- tnour — -all but Dr. Slopt who, turning his head 
sbout towards Trijn looked a little angry. 

Begin, Trim and read dift in Aly, quoth, 

my father. 1 will, an* pleafe your Hi>- 
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nour replied the Corporal, making a bov, and 
befpcakioE attention with a flight movement of 
his riglit hand. 



CHAP. XVII. 

— I ^5"* before the Corporal begins, I~miift 

firft give you a defcription of his attitude ;— 
otherwife he will" naturally ftand repreftntcd, bjr 
your imaginadon, in an uncafy podarer*— (Uffy— < 
perpend iculari' dividing the weight of his body 
equally upon both legs; — ^his eyes iixed, asif 
on duty ;■ his look determined,— ^clinching 
the fermon in hit left hand like his tiretock i 
- In a word, you would he apt to paint Trim, 
as if he was ftanding in hir platoon, ready for 
a^ion ; ' — H it attitude! -vi^ae as (inlikc all this as 
you can conceive. ' ■ 

He ftood before them with hisbody fwayed, 
and bent forwards, jull fo far, as to make an an gle 
of 85 degrees and an half upon the plane of the 
horizon ;— which found orators, to whom I ad- 
drefs this, know very well, to be the true perfua- 
(ive angle of incidence ;— in iny^ other angle you 
may talk and preach— 'tis certai n,— and it Is 
dolic. every day ;— 4>ut with what e^dl,— I -leave 
the world to judge I 

The necelGty of thisprecifeangleof 85 degrees 
and an half, to a mathematical cxaftnefs,— doesit 
not fliow-uiv by the way, — how the arts and fcien- 
CC3 mutually befriend each other?.' 

How the duce'Corporal Trimi who knew not ' 
fo much as an acute angle from an obtufe ooe, 
came to hit it fo exiGtlj i ■■ or whether it vns 
chance, or nature, or good Cenfe, or imitation^ 



Stc. .fliall be conun^ented ii^n 19 cl^t part of 
this Cf clopKdia of ^rte and fciences, where the 
iDflrumental parts of the eloquerfce of the f«- 
nate, the pulpit and the bar, the coffee hsufe, the 
bed-chamber, and fire-fide, fall undsr confideia- 
tion. 

He flood, — ' — for I repeat it, to take the pic- 
. ture of him in at oqc yiew, wiih bis body fwayed 
.andfomewhat bent forwa^s, — hi? ri^ht leg firm 
.under hirn, fudainipgfevffi eights of his whole 
.jreighi, — -the foot of his l?ft leg, the Hefeft 
of whichi was no difadvantaj^ toihis attitude, 
■.^ivunc^i a iittlcj-^^-^not latefaUy,,oDr foitvards, 
- bvt in a line betwiKt them i— his knee bent, 
•but that tioe violently,— —hut-fo as to fall within 
the limits of the Itoc of beauty,:— —and I add, 

'Of the line of fciende tbo i-- for .coufider, it 

Jwd one eight past of.hU body torbear-up's 

fo that, in this cafe, the pofitioaoflJao leg:is de- 
. tenniaed,-^-^becaufe the fosi covldbdino far- 
ther advanced, or the knee more.benti than what 
would allow hitn, mechanically, to r<«ebc an 
eight part of bis whole .weight :ua4«r it,— and 
-to carry it too- ■•;■-' 

■cy Tbial r«cemmsad{» pairitsiis >> » ■ ■ ". 1 need 

■I add, — to,antloTS?r — — 1 ithtnk Inctt ;. for,' uin 

Jefsitbey prai^fe itt-rr'tbiey'nuftifaU .upont^ek 

nofes. 

~ 6o'nmch for Corporal Trim's body and legs, 

^He held the fccmon ioofcly, not icarde&ly, 

.inJ)is:left iiand, Taifed ,fomcthine'abovc-bis fto- 
mach, and detached i littlb from his breaft-;- — >- 
- rhteiiglit acta jailing iiegligedtly. by- his fide, as 
.ttUuM atfd tlw laws of gratityjotdetad it,-— but 
-wkh the pah» of it openi aod tuiiaed towards 
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his ati(lienoe,"R3a^' to,3U'tlM(ft>tlma>r, in caftf ' 
it ftood in need.' 

Corporal Trim'aefn, and the mufcla of hiV' 
face were in full harmony wkh theOtlwr parts of 

him i-^ — ^heUookei) fruikr-^uncDnftrained> '- 

fomcthing aSbitdi'^buC iiot bordering upoti affir* ' 
ranee. 

Let not tli«' criHcfc aft, liow Corporal Trini' 
could c0me by aU thi«-,'-~rve told him it flialj' 
be citplEiinedi^-^but fohe ftood before my fadier, 

my uncle Toby, and Dr. Slop, fo fwayed hie 

body, fo contrafted faia limbs-,, and' with fuch an' 
oratorical (weep throu^iout the whole figure> a 
Itatuary-mtght have modclicd ftomitj— nay, I 
iloubt whetner the oldeft fellow of a: College, — w 
the Hebrew Profcflbr himfelf, could have much 
mended it. 

Trim made a bAw> and read as follows : 



The SERMOK. 

HEBtiEtrs «iii^ 18. 

For we'truft we have a good Coiifcience.— 

« r^iplRuft ! ^Truft we have v good Cotif- 

" I fcieficeJ" 

[^rtaioly. Trim, qutith my^ father; interrupt- 
ing him, you give that femetice a very improper 
accent; for you curl up your nofe, man, and 
lead it with fuch a fneering tone, as if the Far* 
fon Was going to abufe the Apoftltf. ■ 

He isj'au' pleafe your HBnocr, repdicd'Triih. 
Pugh I faid my father, ftbiliftg; 
.Sir* '^uoitt Dr. Sk^- trim-is: certaisly ii^tbr- 
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tight \ for Ac wnta^'.{wbOfi perceire^ ia a Pto> 
tcllanc), hj the lhappi(h manner in i^ch he takct 
up the apolUe, is certainly going to abufe him, 
—if this treatment of him has not done it alrea 
dy. . But from whence, replied mj fuher, haw 
you concluded fo fooo, Dr. Slop, that the writer 
. IS of our Church ? — for aught I can fee yet,-~he 

may be of any church : — : Bteauft, uifwertd 

Dr. Slop, if he was of oura, he durft no more 
take fuch a hcence^— than a bear by his beard :— 
I^ in our communion, Sir, a man was to infuh 

an apollle, — a faint,: or ever the paring trf a 

faint^s nailv— he would have his eyes fcratched 
ost.— What, by the faint i quoth my uncle To- 
by. No J replied Dr. Slop. — he would have an 
old houfe over hia head. Pray, is the Inquilition 
an ancient building, anfwercd my uncle Tobyi 
or is it a modem one ? — I know nothing of ar- 
chitc£lure, replied Dr. Slop. An' pteafe your 
Honours, quoth Trim, the Inquifition is the vilelt 
-^ri'thcefparc thy dcfcription, Trim; I hate the 
▼cry name of it, faid my father.— No matter for 
that, anfwered Dr. Slop, — it has ifufcs; for tho* 
I am no great advpcate for it, yet in fuch cafes as 
this, he would foon he Uught better manners ; 
:^d I can tell hini, if he went on at that rate, 
would be flung into the, Inquifition for his pahs. 
God help him then ! quoth my uncle Toby.- A- 
mcn, added Trim ; for. Heaven above knows, I 
hare a poor brotlier, who has been fourteen yean 
a. captive in it,— I never heard one word of it be- 
fore, faid my uncle Toby baAily : — How caroe 
he there, Trim ? - O^ Sir ] the ftory wiU make 
your heart bleed,— as it has made mine a thoo- 
land times I — — but it is too long jo be told noiwi 
— t — yfiur Honour IbaU he^f U Jro* firft to lift, 
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fome day wbcn I am working befide you in our 
fordficatton ; — but the fljort of the ftory ij this : 

That my brother Tom went orer, a Icirant to 
Lilbon, — and then married a Jew's widow, who 
kept a fmall (hop^ dnd fold fmifiges, which, fome- 
how or other, was the caufe of his being taken in 
tkc 'middle of the night out of his bed, ^«rhere he- 
wag lying with hia wife and two fmall children, 
and carried direflly to the laquilition ; where, 
God help him^ continued Trim, fetching' a Ggh 
from the bottom of his heart, — the poor honeft 
lad lies confined at this hour ; he was as ho- 
neft a foul, added Trim, (pulling out his band- 
kerchief) as ever blood warmed. 

■ The tears trickled down Trim's cheeks 

fafter than he could well wipe them away :-■ ■ " 
A dead fiJcncc in the room cnfued for fome mi- 
nutes. Certain proof of pity ! 

Come, Trim, quoth my father, after he faw the . 
poOT fellow's grief had got a little vent,— read ' 
on, and put this melancholy ftory out of thy 

head : 1 grieve that I interrupted thee j — but 

prithee.bcgin the lermon again ;— for if the firil 
fcntence in it is matter of abufc, as thou fayed, 
I have a great defirc to know - what kind of pro> 
vocation the apoftle has given. - 

Corporal Trim wiped his face, and teluming' ' 
his handkerchief into bis pocket, and making, a-' 
bow as be did it, he began again.] ■ •' 
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The SERMON. 

HEBRE^vs xiii. !.$• 

■■ ■ ■ F or ve tiuft wt haTC a good confci«nce'.— . 

•«. rr^RogT I truft we have a goo<lx;onfcieiicef 
" JL Surely, if there is any- thing in this Ufe 
« yrbich a man may depend upon, and to the 
" knowledge of which be is capable of arrifing 
" upon the molt indUputafale ewidence, it mult 
*< be this very thing, whether he has a good 
" confciencfc or no." 

[^L am pofitirc I am right, quoth Dr. Slop.] 

" If a man thinks at all, he cannot well be a 
" fttangcr to the true ftate of this account j — he 
** muft be pwy to his own thoughts and delires j 
M _hc muft remember his pall purfuils, and 
" know certainly the true fprings and motives 
" which in general, have governed theaAiona of 
" his life." 

[I defy him, without an afliftant, quoth Dr. 
Slop.] 

" In other matters, we may be deceived by 
" falfe appetiisancet ; and, as the Wife Man com- 
" plains, hardly ddwe gu^fs aright at the things 
*< that ars upon the earth, and with labour do we 
** find the things that are before ua. But here, 
" the mind has all the evidence and fafts within 
" herfeif j — is confcious of the web ftie has wove; 
*' knows its texture and finenefs, and the cxaA 
" fliarc which every paflion has had in woiking 
« upon the feveral dcCgns which vinue or vice 
" has planned before her. 

u,s,ic.<.-„C00^^lc 
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[The language is good, and I declare Trim 
TCtds «ry wcU, quoth my father.] 

" Now, as confciencc is nothing elfe but 

« the knowledge which the mind las within 
« hcrfelf of this j and the judgement, either of 
<* approbation or ceafure, which it unaYoidably 
*' makes upon the fucceffiTe aflions of our lives; 
*' "tis plairr,' you will fay, from the very terms of 
'* the propofitiOnf-^whcnevcr this inward tetli- 
'* Miony goes againft a maO) and he ftands fetf- 
<■ accufed, — that he mud neceflarily be a guilty 
« man,— —And, on the contrary, when, the re- , 
" port is "favourable on his fide, and his heart 
" condemns him not;— that it is not amatttir 
" of "trufti as thte Apoftle intimates, but a mat- 
« tef of certainty and faft, that the confcjence is 
" good, and the man muft be good alfo." 

f Then the' Apoftlc is altogether in the wrong, 
T fuppofc, quoth Dr. Slop, and the Proteftant 
divtne is in the right.— Sir, have patience, re- 
plied my father, for I think it will prefcritly" ap- 
pear, .that'St-'Pauland the Proteftant 4i*ine ate 

both of ah opinion,-^ As nearly fo, quoth Dr. 

Slop, as eaft is to weft ; — but this, continued he, 
lifting both hands comes from the liberty of the 
prefs. 

It is no more at the worft, replied my uncle' 
Toby, than the-libcTty of the pulpit; foritdoes 
not appear that; the Tcrmon is printed, or cvbr 

■ fikcly tdbc. . 

' Go on. Trim, quoth myfather.] 
" At firJt fight, this may feem to be a true 
■" ftate of the cafej and I make no doubt but 
■*< rfie knoitftdge of right and wrong is fo truly 

■ '< impiicffcd u^on the mind of man,— that, did 
•"-no-fucH'Aine evtr happen, as that the ^dn- 

Vol. I H 
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" fcience of a man by long habits of fin, might 
" (as the fcripturc afluree us it may) infenfibly 
u become hard i — and, like fomc tender parta of 
** his body, by much ttnt&, and continual hard 
" ufage, lofe, by desiecs, that.iuce fenfe and 
" percepttos with whi^ God and nature cndow- 
" ?d it :— Did this nevei happen ;— — or was it 
** certain that f«lF-loTe could never hang tke Icaft 

*' bias upon the judgement ( or that the little 

** intercfts below, could rife and perplex the 
" faculties of our upper regions, and encompafs 
*' them about with clouds and thick darknefs : 
" Could no fuch thing as favour and 

" afiisflion enter this facred.CoUBT : Did 

** Wit difdain to take a bribe in it ; — or was a- 
*' Oiamed to Ihow its face as an advocate for an 

" uuwairantabte enjoyment : Or, lallly were 

« we alTured, that Interest ftood always un- 
. « concerned whilfl the caufe was hearing, — and 
" that paffion never got into the judgement- feat 
" and pronounced fentence in the Head of rea- 
" fon, which is fuppofed always to prefidc and 

" determine upon the cafe : Was this truly 

** fq as the ol^eflion mull fuppofc ; — no doubt, 
*< then the religious and«morai ftateof a man 
*< would be eka^ly what he himfetf efleemed it ; 
" ' and the guilt or innocence o£ every man's 
*' life, could be known, in general, by no better 
■* rocafure, than the degrees of his own approba- 
■' tion and cenfure. 

" I own, in one cafe, whenever a man's con- 
*' fcience does accufe him, (as it feldom errs 
" on that fide) that he is guilty;, and, un- 
" lefs in melancholy and hypochondriac cafes, 
*' w« may fafely pronounce upon it, that there 
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( are alwajrs fuScient grounds for the accufa- 

« But the converie of the propoGtion will 

• not hold true j namely, that whenever 

■ there is guilt, the confcience muft accufc; 

• and if it does not that a man is therefore 

• innocent. This is not facl:— So tliar the 

• common confulation, which fome good Chri- 
*. ftian or other is hourly adminiftering to him- 

• felf, — that he thanks Qod his mind does not 
( mifgive him i and that, confequently, he has 
' a good confcience, becaufe he hath a quii:! 

■ one, — is fallacious ; — and, as current as the 
' inference isi and as infallible aa the rule ap- 

• pears at firft' Cght, yet, when you loot nearer 

< to it, and try the truth of this rule upon plaja 

• fafts, you fee it liable to fo much error 

• from a falfe application ; the principle up- 

' on which it goes fo often perrerted i the 

' whole force of it loft, and fomctimes fo vilely 

■ caft away, that it is painful to produce the 

• common examples from human life which con- 
' firm the account. 

<* A man {hall be vicious, and utterly de- 
' bauched in his principles ;— ^exceptionable 
' in hia condu£l to the world; fJiall live 

< Ihamelefs, in the open commiOion of a fin 
' which no rcafon or pretence can juftify ; — a 

• fin, by which, contrary to all the worliings 
' of humanity, he Ihatl ruin for ever the de* 
' luded partner of his guilt ; — rob her of her 

• beft dowry ; — and not only cover her own 
' hoad with didionour,— but involve a whole 

< virtuous family in Ihame and forrow for her 
' fake. Surely, you will think, confcience 
' mu ft lead fuch a man a tioublefome life ;— 

H2 
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*' he can have no reft night or dajr from its tc- 
" proaches. 

" Alas \ Conscience had fometbing clfe t« 
*< do all this time^ than break in upon him ; 

*' as Elijah reproached the God Baal.i this 

*' domeltick God was either talking or puTfuiog, 
** or jvas in a journey, or peradventure he llept, 
" and could not be awoke. 

** Perhaps He was gone out in company with 
*' HoNOyR to fight a duel; — to pay offffomc 
" debt at plajfi — or dirty annuity the bargain of 
" his luft: Perhaps Conscience, all this time, 
" w^s engaged at home, talking aloud agaiiift 
" petty-larceny, and ciecuting vengeance upon 
« fome fuch puny crimes as his fortune and 
<' rank in life fecur^d him againll all temptation 
•* of committing; fo that he lives as merrily," — 
^f he was of our Church, tho', quoth Dr tSIop, 
he could not] — " fleeps as fourdly in his bed, — 
■ " and at laft meets death as unconcernedly, — 
" perhaps much more fo, than a much better 

[All this is impolTible with us, quoth Dr. 
Slop, turning to my father, — the cafe could not 

happen in our Church. It happens in own, 

however) replied my Father, but too often.— ^ 
I own, quoth Di. Slop, (ftruck a little with my J 
father's frank acknowledgment) — that a man in I 
the Romifti Church may live as badly; — but | 
then he cannot eafily die fo.' Tts littlt I 

matter replied my father, with an air of indif. [ 
ferencc, — how a rafcal dies/ ■ I mean, an- J 
fwered Dr. Slop, he would bedcnied the benefits | 

of the laft ^cracnents. Pray how many hatt I 

you inalljfaid my uncle Toby (— for I always for- J 
get? Seven, anfweredDr. Slop. ^^ — I 
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Humph I — faid my uncle Tobjr, — tho' not ac- 
cented as a note of acquiefcence, — but as an in'- 
terje&ion of that particular fpccirs of furprife, 
when 2 man, in looking into a drawer, finds 

more of a thing than he expelled— Humph ! 

replied my uncle Toby. Dr. Slop, who had an 
ear, underftood my uncle Toby as well as if he 
had wrote a whole volume againlt the fevcn fa- 
craments. —" ' v -Humph ! replied Dr. Slop, 
(dating my uncle Toby's argument over again to 
him) — Why, Sir, are there not fevcn cardinal 
virtues f — —Seven mortal fins ? — Seven golden 

candleflicks ? Seven heavens ? 'Tis 

more than I know, replied my uncle Toby. 

Are there not feven wonders of the world r~ Se- 
ven days of the creations ? — Seven planets ? — 

Seven plagues ? — Tliat there are, quoth my 

father, with a moft affc£led gravity. Butprithee» 
continued he, go on with the reft of thy charac- 
ters, Trrni.] 

" Another is fordid, unmerciful, (here Trim 
" waved his right hand) a lliait>hearted, felfiHi 
•< wretch, incapable either of private friendOiip 
*' or publick fpirit, — Take notice how he pafles 
'* by the widow and the orphan in their dillrefs» 
" and {tcs all the miferies incident to human 
" life without a figh or a prayer."-^[An' pleafe 
your Honours, cried Trim, I think this Is a viler 
man than the other.] 

" Shall not confcience rife up and fting him 
" on fuch occafions? — No; thank God, there 
** is no occafion : I pay every man his own ; — t 
*' have no fornication to arfwer to my confcience; 
" -^lo fqithlefs vows or promifes to make up -, — 
« I have debauched no man's wife or child: thank 
•' God} I am not as other men, adulterers, un- 
. H 3 
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<■ juft, or even as ihii libertine, who ilands bc- 
" fore me. 

" A third is crafty and dcfigniag m his na- 
«• mre. View his whole life -, — 'tia nothing but 
*< a cunning contexture of dark arts and uncqtii- 
•' tabic fubtcrfuges, bafely to defeat the true io- 
" tent of all lawa, — plain dealing, and the fafe 

** enjoyment of onr fcvcral properties. Yon 

** will fee fuch a one working out a frame of lit- 
*' tie defigns upon the ignorance and perpleii- 
*< ties of the poor and needy man ; — Ihall raife 
" a fortune upon the ineipcricncc of a youth, 
" or the unfufpe£ling temper of his friend, wh» 
" would have trufted him with hva lif^. 

« When old age comes on, and repentance 
** calls him to look back upon this black ac- 
" count, and ftate it over again with his con> 
** fciencc. Conscience looks into the STi- 
** TOTES AT Large ; — finds no esprefg law 
•* broken by what he has done i— perceives no 
** penalty or forfeiture of goods and chatties tn- 
'* curred ; — fees no fcourge waving over his 
" head, or prifon opening its gates upon him : 
*■ ■ I What is there to afiright his con- 

«* fciencc ? Confcicncc has got fafcly 

*' entrenched behind the Letter of rfie" Law ; 
«* fits there invulnerable, fortified with CASES 
« and REPORTS fo ftrongly on all fides,— 
" that it is not preaching can difpoffefs it of its 
" hold." 

[Here Corporal Trim and my uncle Toby ex- 
changed looks with each other. Aye, 

aye. Trim ! quoth my uncle Toby, fhabing his 

head,- the fe are but forry fortifications. Trim. 

• -^ ! very poor work, anfwered Trim, to 

what your Honour and I make of it ——The 
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cKarafter of this laft man, faid Dr. Slop, inter- 
rupting Trim, is more dctcftable than all the reft f 
— and feems to have been taken froiw fomc pet- 
tifogging Lawyer amongft you -Amongll 

us,a man'sconfgicnce couW not poflibly conti- 
nue fo long blinded ;— three times in a year, at 
Icaft, h^ mufl go to confeffion. Will that re- 
ftorc it to fight, quoth my uncle Toby ? — Go 
on. Trim, quoth my father, or Obadiah will 
have got back before thou haft got to the end of 
thy fermon. ' Fis a very Ihort one, replied Trim ; 

[I with it was longer, quoth my uncle 

Toby, for I like it hugely. Trim went on) 

'■ A fourth man (hall want even this refuse ; 
«' Ihail break through all this ceremony of 
« flow chicane ; — fcorns the doubtful workings 
" of fecret plots and cautious trains to bring a- 

*• bout his purpofe.^ See the bare-faced vif- 

•• lain, how he cheats, lies, perjures, robs^ 

" murders ! — Horrid ! — ■ But indeed much 

•' better was not to be eipefted in the prefent 
.*■ cafe, — the poor man was in the dark ! — his 
*• prieft had got the keeping of his confciencc; 
" and all he would let him know of it, was, 
« That he muft believe in the Pope j — go to 
«■ Mafs J — crofs himfcif ;-- -teU bis beads ; — be a 
'* good Catholick ; and that this, in all con- 
•' fcience, was enough to carry him to heaven. 

« What —if he perjures ! . — .. Why, 

" —he had a mental refervation in it.- .- 
** But if he is fo wicked and abandoned a wretch 
" as you rcprefent him j.-if he robs, — if be 
" ftabs, — will not confcienee on every fuch aft, 
" receive a wound itfelf ?-r-Aye,-— but the man, 
" has carried it to confeffion ;— the wound di- 
** gelts there, and will do well enough, and ia 
H 4 
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" a (horttime be quite healed up b^ abfolution. 
«* O Popery ! what haft thou to anfwer for?— 
*< when, not content with the too many nam- 
•■ ral and fatal ways, thro' which the heart oF 
" man is every day thus treacherous to itfelf a- 

" bovc all things ; tho\i haft wilfully fct o- 

•• pen the wide gate of deceit before the face of 
«' thia unwary traveller, .too apt, God knows, 
". to go aftray of himfelf ; and confidently fpeak 
.*' peace to htmfelf, when therein no peace. 

*' Of thig, tfie common inftanccs, which 1 
" have drawn out of life, are too notorious, to 
" require much evidence. If any man doubtt 
" the reality of them, or thinks it impoflible for 
'< a man to be fuch a bubble to himfetf. — I mult 
" refer him a moment to his own reflcflions, 
." and will then ventuie to truft my appeal with 
<* l^s own heart. * 

" Lethimconlider,in; how different a Aeffee, 

■ " of deteflation numbers of wicked -afliom 

" (land there, tho' equally bad and vicious in 

" their own natures ; He will foon find, that 

" fuch of theni, as ftrong inclination and cu- 
•' ftom have prompted him to commit, are ge- 
« nerally drefled out and painted with all die 
«' falfe beauties, which, a foft and a flattering 

•' hand can (cive them ; and that the others, 

" to which he feels no propenfity, appear, at 
« once, naked and deformed, furrounded with 
" all the true circumftance's of folly anddifiio- 
»' nour. 

" When David furprifed Saul fleeping in tlie 
" cave, and cut off the. (kirt of his robe,— we 
" read, his heart fmote him for what he had 

" done : ^ But in the matter of Uriah, 

"where a faithful and gallant fervant, whom 
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' he ought to have loved and honoured, Fell to 

■ make way for his luft, — whert confcience had 
' to much greater reafon tiS take the alarm, his 
' heart fmotc him not, A whQlc year had al- 

■ mollpafled, from the commiflion of that crime 

* to the time Nathan waa fent to reprove him ;, 
' and we read not once of the leaft forrow or 
' Compun£lion of heart which he teftified, during 
< all that time, for what he had done. 

*' Thus confcience, this once abie monitor,-^ 
' placed on high as a judge within us, and in- 
' tended by our Maker as 3 juft and equitably 

• one too, — by an unhappy train of caufcs an 

'■ impediments, takes often fuch impCrfeft og- 
'• nizance of what paffes, — does its office fo o- 
■* ghgently, — fometimes fo corruptly, — that it i 
'• not to be trulledalone ; and therefore, we find 
'* there is a necefiity, an abfolute neceflity, o£ 
" joining another principle with it, to aid, if not- 
" govern its determinations. 

«< So that, if you would form a juft judgment 
" of what is of infinite importance to you not 
" to be mifled in, — namely, in what degree of 
'* real merit you {land, either as an honcft man, 
'< an ufcful citizen, a fathful fubjcft to your 
" King or a good fervant to your God, ' '■■■ 

" call in religitm and morality.- — Look,, 

.< What is written in the taw of God ? 

" How readeftthou ? Con- 

" fuJt cairn reafon, and the unchangeable obli-- 
" gations of juftice and truth ; ' ■ what fay 
" they? 

" Let CoNsciEticE determine the matter up- 
« on thefe reports ; — and then, if thy heart eoli- 
th dcmns thee not, which is the cale the Apoftlc^ 
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** fuppofes, — the rule will be infallible }" {Here 
Dr. Slop fell allecp) — " thou wilt have confideoce 
•• towards God; — that is, have juft grounds to 
" bclie?e the judgment thou baft pafled uponthy- 
" felf) U thcjudgment of God, and nothing ctie 
'< but an anticipation of that righteous featsnc^i 
** which will be pronounced upon thee hereafter 
*■ by that Being, to whom thou art finally to give 
*■ an account of thy anions. 

*' Blcfied is the man indeed then, as the author 
« of the book of Ecclefiafticus exprcffes it, who is 
*> not pricked with the multitude of his fins : 
•' BleJTcd is the man whofe heart had not con- 
" demnedhim ; whether he be rich, or whether 
" he be poor, if he have a good heart (ahcartthm 
<' guided and informed] he (hall at all timesie- 
*• joice in a cheerful countenance; his mind (hall 
" tell him more than feven watch-men thatfit »- 

■" boveupon a tower on high." f A tower 

has no Itrength, quoth my uncle Toby, unlefs 'tis 
flunked.] " In the darkeft doubts, it {hall con- 
■' 6v£t him fafer than a thoufand cafuifts, and 
•• give the ftate he lives in a better fecurity for 
" his behaviour, than all the ilaufes and rcftric- 
" tioss put together, which law-makers are forced 
" to muUiply :— Forced, I fay, as things Qand; 
" human laws not being a matter of originil 
•' choice, but of pure neceffity, brought in to fence 
<• againft the mifchievou* e&fls of thofe confci- 
«( ences which are no law unto thcnifclves: well 
H intending, by the many provifions made,— that 
It in all fuch corrupt and mifgutded cafes, where 
" principles and the checks of confcicnce will 
« not make us upright,— to fupply their force, 
(> and, by tlie terrors of gaols and halters, oblige 
•< U3 to it. 
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[I fee plainly, faid my father, that this fcrmon 
Tias been compoi^d to be preached at the temple* 

— or at fomc Aflizc. 1 like the reafoning 

— and amforry thatDr. Slop has fallen afleep be- 
fore the time of his convifiion -,-~foT it is now 
. clear, that the Parfon, as I thought at lirfl, never 
infultcd St. Paul in the leall ; — nor has there - 
been, brother, ihe leaft difference between them. 

A great matter, if they had diflfered, replieH 

my uncle Toby, — the beft friends in the world 

may differ fomccimeS. True, brother Toby, 

quoth my father, (baking hands with him, — we'll 
fill our pipes, brother, and then Trim Oiall go 

Well, — what do'ft thou think of it ? faid my 
father, fpeaking to Corporal Trim, as he reached 
his tobacco-box. 

I think, anfwerfd the Corporal, that the fevcn: 
watchmen upon the tower, who, I fuppofe, are all 
ceatincis there, are more, an' pleafe your Honour, 
than were ncceflary ; — and, to go on at that rate,, 
would harafs a regiment all to pieces } which a 
commanding officer, who loves his men, will ne« 
vcT do, if he can help it ; bccaufe two centinels,. 
added the Corporal, are as good as twenty.- — ' 
I have been a commanding officer myfcif, in the 
Corps de Garde, an hundred times, continued 
Trim, (riling an- inch higher in his figure, as he 
fpoke), — and all the time I had the honour to 
fcrve his Majcfty King William, in relieving th^ 
moft confidcrablc po^s, 1 never left more than 

two in my life. Very right; Trim, quoth 

my uncle Toby ; — but you do not conGder, Trini^ 

t]i3tthe towers, in Solomon's days, were not fuch- 

things as our baftions, flanked and defended by o— 

H 6 
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thcr works ; — this, Trim, was an invention fince 
Solomon's death ; nor had they horn-woiks, or 
ravelins before the curtain, in his time ; — or fuch 
a fofle as we make, with a cuvette in the middle 
of it, and with covered-ways and counterfcarps 
palifadoed along it, to guard againfl a Coup de 
main : — So that the feven men upon the to<r» 
were a party,I dare fay,from the Corps de Garde 
fct there, not only to look out, but to defend it. 

They could be no more, an' pleafc your Ho- 
nour than a Corporal's guard. — My father 

fmiled inwardly, — but not outwardly; — the fub- 
jcft between my uncle Toby and Corporal Trim 
DCing rather too ferious, conCdering what had 

happened, to make a jeft of :-- — [o putting 

Jiis pipe intohismouth, which he had juA light- 
ed,— —he contented himfelf with ordering Trim 
to read on. ■ He read on as follows :1 

" To have the fear of God before our ejres, 
" and, in our mutual dealings with, each other, 
" to govern our anions by the eternal meafutes 

• " of right and wrong : The firft of thefewiU 

" comprehend the duties of religion i the fc- 

" cond, thofc of morality, which are fo infepa- 
" rably connefled together, that you cannot di- 
" vide tliefc two tables, even in imagination, 
w (tho* the attempt is ofEea jnade in prad\ice) 
"- .without breaking and mutuallydedroying them 
« both. , ■ ■ 

<< I faid, the attempt is often made ; and fo it 
((- is,— ^— there being nothing more common, 
" thantofeea man, who has no fenfe atall of 
*' religion, — and indeed has fo much honefly as 
J" to pretend to none, who wpuld, take it as the 
<* biitcieft affront, fltoul4 you but hint at a fuf' 
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" picionof his moral charaflcr, — or imagine he 
•• was not conrcientioufly juft and fcrupulous 
■* to the uttermoft mite. 

'• When there is fome appearance that it is fo 
*' though one is unwilling even to fufpeft the ap- 
" pearance of fo amiable a virtue as moral ho- 
*« nelly, yet were we to look into the grounds of 
" it, in the prefent cafe, I am perfuadcd we (hould 
« find littt9reafon to envy fuch aone the honour 
" of his motive. 

" Let him declaim as pompoufly as he choofes 
*' upon the fubjeil, it will be found to reft op- 
*< on no bctlerfoundation than either his intereft, 
" Ills pride, bis eafe, or fome fuch little and 
" changeable pafTioii, as will give us but fmall 
" dependence upon his actions in matters ■ of 
" great ftrefs. 

" I will illuftrate this by an example. 

" I know the banker I deal with, or the phyG- 
" cian I ufually call in, ^ There is no need, cried 
Dr. Slop, (waking) to call in any phylician in this 
cafe] ■ *' to beneiiherof them menof much rc- 
" ligion : I hear them make a jell of it every day, 
" and treat all its fanc\ions with fo much fcOrn, 
*« as to put the matter pall doubt. Well ; - ■— 
•' notwithltanding this, I put my fortune into the 
" hands of the one :— — and, what is dearer ftill 
" to me, I truli my life to the honeft (kill of the' 
" other,, 

« Now, ' let' me examind' what is niy reafon 
«< for this great confidence.' "WTiy, in 1,116 firit 
« place, I believe there is no probability that el- ' 
(' therof them will employ the power I put in- 
*' to their hands to my diladvaHta^e '; — I confi- 
*< der that' h'onetty Terves the piirpofe5 of this 
" life : 1 know their fuccefs ia the world 
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" depends upon the faimcfs of their charaflers. 

" In a word, rl'm perfuaded that 

•' they cannot hurt mc, without hurting diem- 
" fclvcs more. 

" But put it otherwifc, namely, that intereft 
" lay, for once, on the other fide; that a cafe 
" {hould happen, whcreiti the one, without ftain 
" lohis reputation, could fecreie my fortune, and 
" leave mc naked in the world; — or that the o- 
" ther could fend mc out of it, and enjoy an e- 
•' ftate, by my death, without difhonour to him- 

•< felf or his art : In this cafe, what hold 

•' have I of either of them ? Religion, the ftrong- 
" eft of all motivci, is out of the queflion :- — ■ 
»' Intcrefl, theneit moftpowerful motive inthe 
" world, is ftrongly againit me : — What have I 
" left to caft into the oppofite fcale, to balance 
« this temptation ? — Alas ! I have nothing,— no- 

". thing but what is lighter than a bubble. 1 

•' muft ly at the mercy of Honour, or fome fucfc 
" capricioiis principle. — Strait fecurity for iwoof 
" my molt valuable blcfling^— my properly 
" and my life I 

" As therefore, we can have no depcnHencc 
" upMi morality with,out religion i— fo, on the o- 
" ther hand, there is nothing better to bccxpeft- 
" ed from religion without morality : — nevcnhe- 
" lefs, 'tisno prodigy to fee aman,who{e real mo- 
" fai chararter ftands very low, who yet enter- 
<■- tains the higheft notion of himfelf, in the ligbt 
«• of a icligious man. 

*• ;Hc fliall not only be covetous, revengeful, 
'«■ implacable,— but even wanting in points of 
■»* comtnon honefty ; yet, inafmuch as he talks 
"^ aloud againd the infidelity of the age,— j'l 
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" zealous foTfome points of religion,— goes twice 
" a-day to church, — attends thefaCTamenta,— and 
" amufcs himfelf with a few inftrumental parts 
" of religion, — fliall cheat his confcience into a 
** judgment, that for this, he is a religious man, 
« and has difcharged truly his duty to God : 
" And you will ^nd that fuch a man, thro* 
*< force of this deiufion, generally looks down 
" with fpiritual pride upon every other man 
" who has lefs affeflation of piety, — tho' per- 
" haps, ten times more moral bonefly than hioi- 
« felf. 

« This likcwifeis afore evil under the fun ; 
" and I believe there U no one miftaken princi- 
" pie, which, for its time, has wrought more 

*', ferious mifchiefs. For a general proof of 

*' this, examine the hiltory of the Romifli 

" Church;" [Well, *hat can you make of 

that ? cried Dr. Slop]-— fee what fcenes of 

•*■ cruelty, murdere, rapines, blood-flied ." C They 
may thank their own obllinacy, cried Dr.SlopJ— 
" have all been fanftified by a religion not ftrittly 
*' governed by morality. 

". In how many kingdoms of the world" [Here 
Trim kepi waving his right hand, from the fer-- 
iDon to the exteatof his arm, returning it back- 
wards and forwards to the conclulion of the para- 
graph. 

"In how many kingdoms of the world ha» 
'* the crufading fwordof this mifguided faint-er-. 
" rant fpared neither age, pr merit, or fex, or 

" condition-? and, 'as* he fought under the 

" banners of a religion which fct him loofe from 
" juftjce and humanity, he (howed none; mer- 
*• eilefsiy trampled upon both, heard ndthcr 
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■«' the cries of the unfortuiiate> nor pitied their 
" diUreffes. 

[I have been in many a battle, an' pleafe your 
Honour, quoth Trim, (ighing, but never in fo 

melancholy a One as this.- 1 would not hin 

drawn a trigger in tt, againll thefe poor fouls, 
— to have been made a general officer. — Why, 
what do you undcrftand of the affair ? faid Dr. 
Slop, looking towards Trim with fome thing more 
of contempt than the Corporal's honcft heart dc- 
ferved ■ ■ —What do you know, friend, »- 

bout this battle you talk of ? 1 knov, 

replied Trim, that I never refnfcd quarter in 
my life, to any man who cried out for. it ;— 
but, to a woman or a child, continued Trim, 
before I would level my mulket at them, I would 

lofe my life a thoufand times. Here's a 

crown for thee. Trim, to drink, with ObadJah to- 
night, quoth my uncle Toby, and I'll give Oba- 
diah another too. ' -God blefs your Honour, 

replied Trim-; I'had rather thefe poorwqmen 

snd children had it. T hou art an honeft 

fallow, quoth my uncle Toby. My father 

hoiidcd his head, — as much as to fay,— — and fo 

■ he is. — ' '- 

But prithee Trim, faid my father, make an 
end,— ^for I'fee thou baft but a leaf or two left- 
Corporal Trim read on.] 
' " If the teltimony of paft centuriee in this 
■'<' matter is not fufficieiit, — cOnGder, at this in- 
'" ft ant, how the votaries of that rcligiih are e- 
'■ very day thinl^ng to^ do honour and ferviceto 
*< God, by aftions which are a diflionour and 
'< fcandal to theilifelves. 

" To be coBTinced of this, go with me, for a 
'* moment, into the prifons of the Inquiiiiion i" 
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— [Good help my poor brotherTom.] " Bc- 

" hold Religion, with Mercy and Juftice chain- 
" ed down under her feet,' ' — there fitting 
(* ghaftly upon a black tribunal, propped up 
" ^ith racks and infttumtfnts 'of torment: Hark! 

■ ■ — —"hark! what a piteous groan'?'- — '■ 

[Here Trim's face turned as pale as afhes.] 
*' Sec the melancholy wretch who uttered it"^ 
£Here the tears began to trickle down.] — « juft 
". brought forth to Undergo the anguifli of a 
'* mock trial, and endure the utmoft pains that 
<.' a Itudidd fyftem of cruelty has been able to 

" invent."-; [D — n them all, quoth Trim, 

his colour rtturning into his face as red as blood. 3 

— " Behold this helplcfs viflim delivered up 

*• to bis tormentors, his body fo waited with 

" forrow and confinement"^^-— [Oh ! ti» 
my brother, cried-poor Trim, in a moft paflion- 
afc exclamation, dropping the fermon upon the 
ground, and clapt)ing his hands together,—— 
I fear 'tis poor Tom. My father's and my un- 
cle Toby's hearts yearned with fympathy for the 

poor fellow's diltrefs, even Slop himfelf ac- " 

knowledgcd pity for him. — — ^Why, Trim, 

faid my father, this is not a hiftory, — 'tis a fer- 
mon thou art reading ; — prithee begin the fen- 
tcnce again.] -- — " Behold this helplcfs vic- 
" tim delivered up to his tormentors, his bo- 
" dy fo wafted with forrow and confinement, 
" you will fee every nerve and mufcle as it fuf- 
" fcrs. 

" Obfen-e the laft movement of that horrid 
•' engine !" [I would rather face a cannon, 

quoth Trim, (lampine;.] " See what con vul- 

" fions it has thrown him into ! Confidcr the 
" nature of the pofture in which he now lies 
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•• flictchcd, wliat cxqinfitc tortures he endurei | 

•* byit!" [Ihope'tignotinPonugal.] 'Tb I 

•< all nature can bcai ! Good God l fee how it ! 
*< keeps lib wear; foul hanging upon his tren- 
<■ blinglips!" [IwQuld.not read another line of 
It, quoth Trini, for all this world ;— I fear, 
an' pleafe your Honours,, all this is in Fortagil, I 
where my poor brother Tom is. I tell thee,Tri[n, I 
again, quoth my father, 'tis not an hidoricalaC' 
count, 'tis a defcription. Tis only a dcfcrip- 
tion, honed man, quoth Slop, there's not a 
word of truth |n ir. ■ That's another ftory, re- 
plied my father. Howeter, as Trim reads it | 

with fo much concern, 'tis cruelty to force hin ' 
to go on with it. Give nie hold of the-feimoD, 
Trim ; — I'll finifli it for thee, and thou maT'ft ! 
go. 1 mult flay and hear it too, replied Trim, 
H your Honour will allow me j — tho' I would 
not read it myfelf for aColonel's pay.—^— Ptior i 
Trim! quoth my uncle Toby, My father went I 
on,] 

" Confider the nature of the pofture in 

" which he now lies ftretched, what cxqui6te 
" torture he endures by it ! 'Tis all nature can 
" beari Good God! See how it keeps his 
'* weary roul hanging upon his trembling lips, — 
« willing to take its leave, — but not fu&ered to 

•' depart !' Behold the unhappy wretch led 

" back-to his cell ! "— [Then, thank God, how- 
ever, quoth Trim, they have not killed him.] 

„ See him dragged out of it again to meet 
" the flames, and the infults in his last agonies, 

<• which this principle, this principle, that 

«' there can be religion without mercy, has prc- 
•* pared lor him." . 

<S^K.A/- U^-^t yftJniz^ ^ FiU^ /VuJtJ, It^*-'- 
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[Then, thank God, he ia dead, quoth Trim, 
—he is out of his pain,— —and they have done 
their worft at him, — O Sirs !— — Hold your peace 
Trim, faid my father, going on with the fermon, 
left Trim Ihould incenle Dr. Slop,— wc fliall ne- 
ver have done at this rate.] 

•' The furcft way to try the merit of any dif- 
" put^ notion, is to trace down the confequen- 
" ces fuch a notion has produced, and compare 
" them with the fpirit of Chriftianity ; — 'tis the 
*' (hort and decifivc rule which our Saviour hath 
" left us, for thefe and fuch like cafes, and it is 

" worth a thoufand arguments By their fruits 

■■ ye fhall know them. 

*' I will add no farther to the length of this 
'< fermon, than, by two or three fliort and inde- 
" pendent-ruies deduclble from it. 

" Firft, whenever a man laiks loudly against 
« religion, — always lufpc^l that it is not his rca- 
« fon, but his paflions, which have got the bel- 
li tCT of his Creed. A had life and a good t>c- 
« lief are difagrceable and troublefome neigh- 
•< hours ; and where they feparate, depend upon 
" it, "'tis for no other caufe but quietncfs fake. 
!• Secondly, When a man thus reprefcnted, 

*• tells jrou, in any particular instance,' That 

<( fuch a thing goes againft his confciencc, — al- 
« ways believe he means exa^ly the fame thing, 
<i as when he tells you, fuch a thing goes againlt 
« his Ilomach ;— a prefent want of appetite bc- 
■< ing generally the true caufe of both. 

I* In a word, — truft that man in nothing, who 
** has not a Conscience in every thing. 

" And, in your own cafe, remember this 
" plain dillin^lion, a miflake in which has 
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•( mined thoubnds, — that yout confcience is not 
i< a law : — No ; God and reafon made the law, 
i< and have placed confcience within you, to de- 
«( termine,— — not like an Afiatick Cadi, accocd- 
^ tng totheebbsandilowa of his own paJSoni,— 
(( but like a firitifli jadgc in the land of bbntf 
t* and good fenfe, who makes no new law, but 
t( faithfully declares that Uw which he knows il- 
u ready written." 
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Thou hall leadthe icrmon exUeic«^ wcll> 

Trim, (Juoth my father If he had fpared 

his comments, replied Dr. Slop, he wQUld h^ye 
read it much better. I Ibould have rqad it teji 
times better, Sir^'aofwercd Trim^ but-that n>y 

heatt wa6 fo fulj.-^ — r ~ -That w»s the very 

rcafon, Tiim, replied niy father, which has 
made thee read the fermon as well as thou hafl 
done i and if the clergy of our church conti- 
nued my father, addreOing htmfclf to I)r. Slop, 
would, take part in what they deliver, as deeply 
as this poor fellow has done,— -as tjieir compo- 
fitioQS a^e fine, — {I deny it, quoth Dr. Slop,)— I 
maintain it, that the eloquence of our pulpits, 

with fuch fubje^s to inflame it, would be a 

model for the ^vhole world: — But, alas! con- 
tinned my father, — and I own it, Sir, with for- 
row,— that, like French politicians in this refpe^, 
what they gain in the cabinet, they lofe in the 
field.- ■■' ^Tweie a pity, quoth my uncle, 

' thA this Ihonld be' lol^. 1 like the- fermon well, 
replied my father, — 'tis dram atick,— and there is 
fomediing in that way of writing, when ikllfully- 
managed, which catches the attention, i 
We preach much in that way with us, faid Dr. 
Slop.-— I know that very well, faid my father, 

but in a tone and manner which difgufted 

Dr. Slop, full as much as his afient, limply, 
could have pleafed him. But in this, add- 
ed Dr. Slop, a little piqued, our fermons 

have greatly the advantage, that we never intfo- 
■^duce any charafter into them bclo!*- a patriarch, - 

>br a patriarch's wife, or a martyr, "or a feint. 
-^— -There are fome very bad cb^ra^crs in .this, 
however, faid my father ; and I do not think the 

' l^ermoD a jot the worfe for 'em But pray, 
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qiu$th my uncle Toby, — vhofc can'^htt be ? 

how could it get into my Sterinus i — A nun 
muft be as great a conjurer as SteriDus, fudmy 
■ father, to refol?e the fecond queKion : — Tfx 
fird, I think, is not fo difficalt; for, nnlcfs my 
judgement greatly deceives me,— I knov the »b- 
thor i for 'tis wrote, certainly, by the parfonof 
the pariih. 

The fimilitude of the llyle and manner of it, 
with thofe my father conftantly had heard preach- 
ed in his parifh-church, was the ground of hk 
conjecture, proving it as Arongly, as an at- 
gument a priori could prove fuch a thing to a 
philofophic mind, That it was Yorick's, and no 
one's clfe : . It was proved to be fo a pofte- 

rtori, the day after, nhen Torick fent a fervanc 
to my uncle Toby's, houfe to inquire after it. 

It fecms that Yorick, who was inquifitivc after 
all kinds of knowledge, had borrowed Stevinus of 
my uncle Toby, and had carelefsly popped his 
fermon, as foon as he had made it, into the 
middle of Stevinus ; and by an ad of forgetfy!- 
nefs, to which he was ever fubjei^, he had feot 
Stevinus home, and liis fermon to keep him com- 
pany. 

Ill-fated fermon ! Thou waft loft, after this 
recovery of thee, a fecond time, dropped thro' 
3n unfufpeftcd fiffure in thy mailer's paciet, 
down into a treacherous and a tattered lining, 
——trod deep into the dirt by the Icft_hin<l- 
foot of his Rofinanre inhumanly ftepping''ui>oa 

thee as thou falledft, buried ten days in the 

mire, — raifed up out of it by a beggar,— fold for 

a halfpenny to a parlfh-cletk, transferred to 

his patfon, iolV for ever to thy own^ the re- 
mainder of his days, — nor teftored to hia reiUcft 
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Manes till thU-very moment that I tell the world 
the ftorjr. .... 

Can the reader believe, that thii fermon of- To- 
rick's was-preached at an alEzc in ll^e , catlicdral 
of York, 'bef9re a thoufaiid wrtnefTes, ready to 
^ive oath of it, 'by a certain prebendary of that 
church, and aflually printed by him when he had 
donc,-^and within fo (hort a fpace as two years 

and three months after Yorick's death ? -Yo- 

rick, indeed, was never better ferved in his life;- 
— bqt it was a little hard to maltreat him after, 
and plunder him after he was laid in his grave. 

Hpwcvcr, as ihe gcntJemah. who did it was ih 
pcrfeft charity with Yorick, — and, in confcious 
juH'ice, printed but a few copies to give away i — 
and that, I am told, he could moreover have made 
as good a one himfelf, had he thought fit, 
,1 declare I would not have publiflied this anec- 
dote to'the world: nor d6 I publifh it with 

an intent to hurt his charafter and advancement 
in the church:——! leave that to others; — 
but E find myfelf impelled by two reafons, which 
I cannot withftand. 

The firft is. That, in doing juftice, I may give 
reft to Yorick's ghoft ; which, — as the coun- 
try people, and fome others believe, — ftill walks. 

The fccond reafon is, That by laying open this 
ftory to the world, I gain an opportunity of in- 
fo ming it ^That in cafe the charafter of 

parft^ Yorick, and this fample of his fermons, ig 
liked,' — there are now in the pofTeflion of the 
Shandy Family, as many as will make a hand- 
fome volume, at the world's fervicc, — and much 
good may they do it. 
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CHAP. xvm. 

QQADtAH gained the two crowns without 
dift'itc 1 ">V he came in jingling with »I1 
ttic lallruments in the^rceii baiz bag we ^oke 
•F, flung accrofs his body, juft a< Corporal Trim 
went out of the room. 

It is now proper, t think, quoth Dr. Slap, 
(clearing up his looks} as wc arc in a condition la 
"ta of lome fe^vice to Mrs. Shandy, to fend up 
,ftair3 to know how fbe goes on. 

I have ordered, anfwered my father, .the old 
midwife to come down to us upon the Icaft diffi- 
culty i for you muft know. Dr. Slop conti- 
nued my father, with a perplexed kind of a fmile 
upon his countenance, that, Uj exprefs treaty, fo- 
Icmnly ratified between "me and my Wife, you arc 
no more than an auxilary. in this affair — and no( 
fo much as thati— unlcfs the lean old motber of 
a midwife above ftairs cannot do without you. 

■ I ■ .Women have their particular fancies i 
and, in points of this rsture, continued rtiy fa- 
ther, where they bear the whole burden, andfuf- 
fer fo much acute pain for the advantage of our 
families, and the good of the fpecics, — they claim I 
a right of deciding,, en Souvcraine, in_ whofe | 
hands, and in whatTaihion, they choofe to uiidet- 
, go it- /^ _ I 

They are in the right of it, quoth my uncle 
Toby. But Sir, replied Dr. Slop, not taVilig bo- j 
ticc of my uncle Toby's gpinjon, but turning to | 
my father, they had better govern in ^iher points; 
— and a father of a family who wiiheBits perpi- , 
tuity, in my opinion, had. better exchange this ' 
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pretogatne with thcnij and gtTC'Vpi fotae other 
rights in lieu of it^ n ■ ■[ know not^ quodi my 
£athcr, anfwcring a little too tcQUf, to be qqits 
difpaJBonatc in^w^ he lidd, — I.knowoot, quotU 
ho^ what we hare left to gnne Bp, in lieu of- who 
{hall bring our children into the world,— utdttfs 
tlut— of<who fli»il beget tfaem.^—One would 
alnioll give up.aay thingr rolled Dr. Slop.-'— t' 
beg your pardoHj.— anfwwred m^ uncle Toby.- " — 
Sir, replied Dr. Slop, it would aftonilh you) W 
know what impmremems wohave mzdeof late 
years in' ail branches of obftctrical knowledge) 
but particularly in. that one finglc points' of the 
fafe and expeditious extra&ioa of thefCctusi— 
which has received fuch lights, that, for- Wiy^paiti" 
(holding up his hands)^ I declare I wander- how 
the world has^I wifli, quoth my uncie'Toby* 
you had'leen -what prodigious armies w« )tad iir 
Flanders. ■-,'■' 



. CHAP. XEK. 

I HAVE dropped the curtain ever ihts-foeno for 
a mitiutcr— to remind you of 'one thing, — and' 
to inform you of another. ■ . 

What I have to infbrmybu, comeflj lown; n- 
little out of;iti' due' courfej— for it ihobtd' h^vel 
been told a hundred' and fi£ty pages- ago^ but that' 
I, fopefaw then 'twould come in pat here<after, anfll 
be of more advantage here th*n ctfewheTei-^^^- 
Writers had need loofcbefo»iheta-t&kdcp Upthe' 
fpirit and conocflion of'what they havt in.handi 

When thefc tw6 things are done,i-^tlMs curtain 
fliall be dmwn up ag«in, and my uncle 'Toby, inV- 
father and Dr. Slop, fhall go on with their dit 
courfe, without any more interruption. 
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I1rft> ^n, die matter which 1 hare to remind 
TOu off is this,— —That, from the fpccimens of 
Angularity in 017 father*! notions tn the p<unt of 
Chtiflian names, and that other point prcrious 
thereto,— you was led, I think, into an opinioD, 
(and I am fure I faid as much) that mv father 
was a gentleman altogether as odd and wnimGcal 
in fifty other opinions. In tmth, there was not 
a ftagc in the life of man, bom the very firft a£t 
of his hegctting, — down to the lean and flipper 
ed pantaloon in his fecond childjfhnefs, but be 

.faad Tome favourite notion to tumfclf, fprinni^ 
6ut of it, as fceptical, and as far out of the high 
way of thinking, as thefe two which have beat 

-.explained. 

■ I ■ — M r. Shandy, my father, Sir, would ttt 

vnoUiing-iB the light in wluch others placed it : 

— he placed things in his own light }--he would 
weigh nothing in common fcales i~noy— he was 
too refined a refearcher to ly open to fo grofs an 

impofition. To come at the e«£l weight of 

things in the fcienjiiick Heel-yard, the fulcnun, 
he would fay, fhould he almoft invifible, to a- 
Toid all fn£tion from popular tenets ; — without 
this, the nlinutix of pfailofophy, whidi flwuld 
always turn the balance, will have no wnghtat 
all.— 'Knowledge^ like matter, he would af- 
firm; was d^iQblc in infinitum ; — that the grains 
and fcruples were as. much a part of it> as the 

gravitation of the whole world, In a wordi 

he would fay, error was error, no matter 

where it fell:— whether in a frad^ion,— or a 
pound,— 'twas alike fatal to truth : and the wai 
kept down at the bottom of her well as inevitably 
by a miHake in the du(t ofa butterfly's wingy— as 
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in the jditkof the Tun, the moon, and all the (tan 
of heaven put together. 

He would often lament, .that it was for want 
of confidering this properly, and of allying it 
Ikilfully lo civil matters, as well as to ^ecuJative 
truths, that fo many things of this world were out 
of joint;— that the political arch was giving way } 
— ^ind thai the very foundations of our excellent! 
conftitution, in church and Itate, were fo Tapped,! 
as eftimators had Tcported. 

You cry out he would fay, we are a. ruined, 
undone people ?— Why ?— he would atk, making 
ufe of the forites or fyllogifna of Zeno andrChry- 
Gppus, without knowing it belonge'd to chen>cr- 
Why?— why are we a ruined people? — Bccaufe 
we arc corrupted.— Whence is it, dear, Sir^ that 
you are corrupted ?— Becaufc we are needy ; — 

our poverty and notour wills, con fent. And 

wherefore, he would add,^— are we needy. ? 

From the neglert, he would anfwer, of our pence ■ 
and halfpence:— ——Our bank-notes, feir, our 
gaineas,— nay our flullings, take care of them-- 
I'elvea. 

'Tis the fame he would fay, throughout the 
whole circle of the fciencei i— -^thc great, the e- 
Itablifhed points of them are hot to be broke in . 
upon.— —fhelaws of oat u»e will defend theita- 

felves ; but error [he.would add, looking 

earneltly at my mother)-*- — ererror. Sir, creeps Sn 
thro' the minute holes and fmatl crevicea, which, 
human nature leaves unguarded. 

- This turn of thinking in my father, is what I 
had to remind you of :—^— The point you are 
to be informed of; and which I h»ve refervcd'for 
this place, is as follows : 

Amongll this manvand excsllcqt reafoiu, with,) 
which roy father haj urged my motlier to accept 
I 2 
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of Dr. Slop'* aC^ance preferably to that of the 

old woman, there waa one of a rery lingular 

nature ; which, when he had done arguing the 
matter with her ae a ChiiAian, and came to argue 
it over again with her as a philofophcr,-*'— he 
liad put his whole ilrcngth to, depending inde^ 
upon it as his fliest anchor. " ■ ■■It failed bim ; 
diough ^m no defefl in -the argument ilfelf; 
hut mat, do what he could, he was not able for 
his foiil to make her compiebend the drift of it. 

■ Curfed luck ! — faid he to hiovfelf, oae af« 

tpmoon, as he walked out of th& room, after he 
lad been ftattng it for an hour and a half to her, 
tonoioanner'ofpurpofei. — —fi. curfed luck I {»i 
he, biting hislipi as he Ihutthc door,-^for a man 
to be mailer of one of the finelt chams of realon- 
ing in nature,-"— and have a wife at the fame 
time with luch a head-piece, that he cannot hang 
up a fingle inference within>£dc of it, to fave his 
tfoul from deHruftieo. 

.This .argument, though it was efitircly lofi: up- 
•on my mother,— ^—hitd more weight wiih him, 

than all his other arguments joined together. 

I will therefore endeavour to. do it juftice, — 
and fet it forth with allthe perfpicuity 1 am ma- 
iler of. 

' My ' father let out upon the ftrength of thefe 
tifo following axioois [ ' 

' Firjl, That an ounce of a mAn's own wit, was 
worth a ton of other people's ; tJnd, 

Secondly, (which, by, the bye, was the ground- 
work of the firft asciom, — tho' it comes laft-r- 

That every man's wit maft come from every 
man's own foulf—^and no other body's. 

Now, as it was plain to m^ father, that all 
ifulB were by natiirc cqaol^-^and diatflbe great 

i' . iK,,-,-.,Cix>^^ic 
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difference between the moft acute and the moft 

«btufc undcrftandbg, vaa from no original 

(harpnefsor blumncfs of one thinking fubftancc 

a^ve Of below- another, but arofc mcrelfr 

■horn Ac lucky or unlucky organization of the 
^Kxly, in that part where the foul principally took 
iip her retidence — he had made it the fubjeft of 
his inquiry to find out the identical place. 

Now, from the beft accounts he had been able' 
to get of this matter, he was fatiefied it couM 
not be where Des cartes had fixed iti upon the 
top <Si the pineal gland of the brain } which, » 
he phllofbphized, formed a culhion for her aboat 

the Gze of a marrow pea i~ though, to fpeak 

the truth-, as fo many nerve« did terminate all ia 
that one place,— —'twas no bad conjeflures- 
-and my father had certainly fallen with that 
■jfreat phiiofopher plumb into the centre of the 
miftake, had it not been for my uncle Toby,-^ 
^rfio refcued him out of it, by a llory he told hint 
of a WaJldon officer at the' battle of Landen, 
who had one part of his brain fhot away by a 
mulket-ball, — and another part of it taken out 
after-by a French Surgeon ; and, after all, reccu 
Tcred, and did hia duty very well without it. 

If death, faid my father, reafoning with him- 
felf, ia nothing but the feparation of the foul 
from the body ; ' ■ and if it is true, that peo- - 
■pie can walk about, and do their bufincfs withoirt 
■brains,' ■ ■ . -then certes the foul does not inh;^ - 
bit there. Q__E. D. 

As for that certain very thin, fubtile, and ve« ■ 
ryfragrant juice which Cogh'oniffimo Borri, the 
great Milaneze phyfician, affirms, in a letter to 
Bartholine, to have difcovercd in the cellulse of 
Ae occipital parts of the cerebeHum, and which • 
I3 
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he likewifc affirms to be the principal feat of the 
icafonablc foul (for, you muft know, in thefe 
later and more enlightened Ages, theie ate two 

fouls in every man living; the one, according 

to the great Metheglingius, being called theAn- 

irous, tnc other theAnimaJ; as for this 

Opinion, I fay, of Borri, — my father could never 
fubfcribc to it by any means : the very idea of 
fo noble, fo re&ned, fo immaterial, and fo eialled 
a being as the Anima, or even the Animus, taking 
up her TcHdence, and fitting dabbling, like a tad- 
pole, all day long, both fummer and winter, in 
a puddle, ■ or in a liquid of any kind, how 

thick or thin foever, be would fay, fhoci'd his 
imagination -, he would fcaicc give the doflrinea 
hearing. 

What, therefore, feem'd (he leafl: liable to ob- 
je^tons of any, was, that the chief fenforium, 
".or head-quarters of the foul, and to which place 
all intelligences were referred, and from whence 
all her mandates were iffued, — was in, or near, 
the cerebellum,— 7 or rather fomewhcre about the 
medulla oblongata, wherein, it was generally a* 
greed by Dutch anatomills, that all the minute 
nerves from all the organs of the feven fenfes, con- 
centered, like ftreets and winding alleys, into a 
fquarc. 

So far there was nothing' lingular in my father's 
opinion i-*— he had the beft of philofophets, of 
all ages and climates, to go along with him. 
- ■ ■ - B ut here be took a road of his own, 
fetting up another Shandean hypothcfis upon 

thefe corner (kincJ they had laid for himj'; 

and which fald hypofhcfis equally flood its 
ground i whether the fubtilty and finencfs of the 
foul depended upon the temperature aiid. clcar- 
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neftof the faid liquor, or of the finer net-work 
and texture in the cerebelluoi itfdf ; which o> 
pinion he faronred. 

He maintained, that, next to the due care to be 
taken in the »£l of propagation of each indiri* 
dual, which required all the thotight in' the 
world, as it laid the foundation of this incompre- 
heaGble contexture, in iriiich wit, memory, fan- 
c^, eloquence, and what is ufually meant hj the 
name of good natural parts, do confift ;~~that, 
next to this and his Chriftiaa name, which were 
the two original and rooft efficacious cauies ot 

all ; that the third caufe, or rather what 

logicians call the Caufa fine qua non, and with- 
out whi^Ji, all that was done was of no matter 
of GgniGcascc, — ^wai the prcfcrvation of this de- 
licate and fine-fpun web, from the havock which 
was generally made iii it by the violent compref-- 
iion and cruOi which the hbad was made to un-- 
dergo, by the nonfcnfical Method of bxinging us : 
into the world by that part foremofV. - 

■ —This requires explanation.-. 

My father, who dipp'd into all kinds of books, . 
upon looking into Lithopxdus SenonenCs de 
Partu difficilif, publifhedbj Adrianus Smelvogt, . 

•{■ 7"^ author it here tvnce mifiaien : ^fit Li- 

thopitdut Jbould be wrote thus, f-ithopudii Setionetifir 
leoa. 7bt feconi miftahe it, that this Litbopadus 
it ttat an author, but a drazving of a petr^ed child, ■ 
The account of thii, pubU/hed by Albofim, 1 jpo, 
waji heften at the end of Cfr dans' s worh in Spaihiuh 
Mr. Trijlram Shandy hai been led into this error, . 
either from feeing Lithopetda/s name ef latt in a 
catalogue of learned writeri in Dr.- — ■ , or by mif- 
taking Lithopadus for Trinecavelliust—from the too 
griat^militudiofthenamet.. I4 . 
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hadfotmd out. That die lax and pliable ftatc of 
a child's head tn parturition, dbe bones of the 
cranium bavia? no futures at that time, vn 

ftich, that by force of the woman's efforu, 

vhidi, in ftnKig labour-pains, was equal, upon 
anavetagc, to the weight of 470 pounds aveniu- 

doife a^ing perpend icdlarly upon it ; it fo 

happened; ihat id 49 inflancesout of 50, thefai4 
bead was comprefied and moulded into the fliape 
of an oblong conical piece of dough, fuch as a 
paftijr-Cook generally rolls up in order to male a 

pye of. 1 Good God ! cried my father, 

«hat havock and deftruAion muft this make in 
die infinitely fine and tender texture of the cere- 
belhim I— Or, if there is fuch a juice as Borri pre- 

■tends, U it not enough to make the cicareft 

liquid in the world both feculent and mothery ! 

But how great was his apprehenCou, when he 
-farther underftood, that this force, a^ing upon 
the very vertex of the bead, not only injured the 
brun itfelf, or cerebrum, — but that it neceflarily 
fqueezed and propell'dthe cerebrum towards the 
cerebellum, which was the immediate feat of 
■the underftanding — - — Angela and minifteis 
.of grace defend us t cried my father,— can any 

foul vithftand this fliock? ^No wonder the 

intelledual web is fo rent and tatter'd as we 
^ fcC it i and that fo many of our belt heads are 
no better than a puzzled flccin of filk, — «U per- 
jilexity, — all confulioh within-fide. 

But when my father read oh, and was into 
*he fecVet, that when a child was turned topfy- 
(uryy, which was eafy for an operator 10 do, 
ttnd was extrafted by the feet ; — that inftcad of 
the cerebrum being propeH'd towards the cere- 
Ijellumj the cerebellum, on the contrary, yts 
propell'd limply towards the cerebrum, where k 
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conid do no manner of hurt: By hea- 
vens ! cried he> the world is in a confpiraty to 
drive out what little wit God has given us, 
and the profeflbrs of the oUletnck art are lifted 

into the fame confpiracy. What is it to 

me which end of my ion comes foremoft into' 
the world, provided all goes right after, and his 
cerebellum efcapesuncruflied? 

It is the nature of an hypothefis, when once 1 
a man has conceived it, that it aSimilates every, 
thing to itfelf as proper nourilhmcnt ; and from 
the iirft moment of your begetting it, it gene- 
rally grows the ftronger by every thing you fee, 
hear, read, or underftand. — This is ofgrcat ufe. 

When my father was gone with this about a 
month, there was fcarce a phenomenon of ftu- 
pidity. or of genius, which he could not readily 

folve by it ; it accounted for the eldeft foa . 

being the greateft blockhead in the family.^— 

Poor devil he would fay, he made way for 

the capacity of his youager brothers. — .It unrid- 
dled the obfervation of drivellers and monflroua 
heads, — (howing, a priori, it could not be other- 
wife, unlcfa**" I don't know what. It 

wonderfully explained and accounted for the &• 
cumcn of Uie Aflaticlc genius, and that fpright- 
lier turn, and a more penetrating intuition of 
minds, in warmer climates ; not from the loofe 
and common-place folution of a clearer flcy, and 

a more perpetual fun-(hine. Sec. which for ■ 

aught he knew, might as well rarify and dilute - 
the faculties of the foul into nothing by one ex- 
treme, — as they are condcnfed in colder climates . 

by the other ; but he traced the affair up to ■ 

its fpring-head, ftioVd, that in warmer cli— . 

mates Nature had laid a lighter tax upoo the; 
I 5. 
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faireft parts of the creation ;— — their pleafures 

more ;— the necefiity of their pains Icfs, info- 

niuch', thai the prciTure and reCiitancc upon the 

. vertex was fo flight, that the whole organization 

of the cerebellum was preferved ; nay, he 

did not believe, in natural births, that fo much 
as a tingle thread of the network was broke or 
difplaccd,— fo that the foul might iufl afl as (he 
liked: 

Wheivmy father had got fo far,-— —what a 
blaze of light did the accounts of the Cxfarean 
' lc£tion, and of the towering geniufes, who had 
come fafe into the world by it, caft upon this 
' hypothefis ? — Here you fee, hewould fay, there 
was no injury done to the fenforium ; — no prcf- 
fure of the head againJt the pelvis i— no propul- 
fton of the cerebrum towards the cerebellum, 
cither by the 09 pubis on this Gde, or the os cox- 
ygis on that ; — and, pray, what were the happy 
confequences ? — Why, Kir, your Julius CaJar, 
who gave the operation aname i — and your Her- 
mes Trifmegiftusjwho was born fo before ever the 
operation had a name ; — your Sctpio Africanus i 
yourManlius Torquatus ; our Edward tht Cxth 
— who, had he lived, would have done the fame 
honour to the hypothcfis :- ■ '-Thefe,, 

and many more, wno figured high- in the aopals . 
of fame, — all came (ide-way, Slr^ into the world. 

This itlcilion of the abdomen and uterus, run . 

for fix weeks together into my father's head ; 

he had^read, and was fatisfied that wounds in 
the epigaftrium, and thofc in the matrix, were 

not mortal ; fothat the bcfly of the mother 

might be opened extremely well to give- a paflage 

to the chilJ.— ^ He mentioned the thing one 

afternoon to my mother,— merely as a matter of 
fa£l i~but feeing her turn as pate as afhes at th« 
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*eiy mention of it, as much W the operation 
flattered his hopes, — he thought it as well to fay 
no more of it, contentiDg himfelf with admi- 
ring — what he thought was to no purpg/c to pro- 
pole. 

This was my falher Mr. Shandy's hypothefis; 
concerning which I have only to add, that niy 
brother Bobby did as great honour to it (what- 
ever he did to the family) as any one of the great ' 

heroes we fpeak of : For happening not 

only to be chriAen'd, as I told you, but to be 
born too, when my father was at Epfom,— being 
moreover my mother's firft chiJd, — coming into 
the world with his head foremon,— and turning 
out afterwards a. lad of wonderful flow parts,^ 
my father fpelt all thefe together into his opinion } 
and as he had failed 3t one end, — he was deter' 
mined to try the Other. 

This was nottobeeipefled fromone of the 
fifterhood, who are not ealily to be put out of 

their way, and was therefore one of my fa-r 

ther's great reafons in favour pf a man of fcience, 
-whom he could better deal with. 

Of all men in the world. Dr. Slop was the 

fittell for. my father's purpofe ; for thb' his ' 

new^- invented :foi'ceps was the armour he had pro- 
ved, and what he maintained to be the fafeft in- 
flrument of deliverance, — yet it feems, he had 
fcattcred a word or. two io his book, in favour 
of the very thing which ran in my father's fancy ^ 
■ I I tbo'-not^with a view to-the foul's good in 
eKtrafling by the feet, aa way my^^ther's fyClem, . 
^-but for reafons merely obftetrical. 

This will account for the coalition betwixt : 
my father and Dr. Slop, in tlie enfuing difcouffe, , 
which went a little hard againil niy uncle Toby. - 

'■ ' In what manner a plain man, with no^^ 

I .6- 
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tiling but commoQ fcnfe, could bear up sgamft 
two fuch allies in fcicnce, is hafd to con- 
ceive. You may conjefturc upon it, if Jpu 

pleafe, — ini wb'AA your imagination is in nio- 
tion, you may encourage U to go on, and dtfcOTer 
by what caufes and effe&s in nature it could 
come to pafs, that my uncle Toby got his mo- 
de lly by the wound he rcceiTedupon his groin. 
-—You may raifc a fyftem to account for the 
lofs of my nofc by marriage articles,-^— and 
fliow the world how it could happen, that I (hoold 
have the misfortune to be called Tristram, ia 
oppofition to my father's bypothtfis, and the wifli 
of the whole family, God- fathers and God-mo- 
thers not excepted. ^Thefe, witf» fifty oAcr 

points left vet vriraTclled, you may endeavour 
to folve, it you have time ;■ but, I tell 
you before-hand, it will be in vain, — for not the 
fage Alquife, the magician in Don Belianis of 
Greece, nor the no lefs famous Urganda, the 
forccrcfs, his wife, (were they alive) could pre. 
tend to come within a league of the truth. 

The reader will be content to wait for a fuH 
explanation of thefc matters till the nett J^h-^ 
when a fcries of things wiU be laid <^n wtuch. be 
little expefls. 
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CHAP. I. 



'' Wish Dr. Slop," quoth my uncl« 
Toby (repeating his with for Dr. 

- Slop a fecond time, and with a dc< 
gree of more Zealand earneftnefs in his manner 
of wiftiing, than he had wi(hed at firftj*^ " I _ 
" wifli, Dr. Slop," quoth ray uncle Tohy, « yoa 
** had feen what prodigious armies we had in 
" Flanders." 

Mj uncle Toby's wifh ^d Dr. Slop a diffetvice 
idiicn his heart never intended any man. " 

Sir, it confounded him and theteby putting 
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his ideas firft into confufion, and then to flig&tj. 
he could not rally them again for the - foul ti 
Itiin. ■ 

In all difputes,!— male or female, — whether for 
honour, for profit, or for loTc,-^-4r makes no dif- 
ference in the cafe; — nothing is more danger- 
ous, Madjm, than a wi{h coming fideways in 
this unexpe£)ed manner upon a man : the tafell 
way, in general, to take off the force of the wifli, 
is, for the party wifticd at, inCtantly to get up Jif- 
on his legs; and wilh ths wifher fomething in 
return, of pretty near the fame value ; — fo ba- 
lancing the account upon the fpot, you Hand at 
you were, — nay, fometunes gain the advantage of 
the attack by it. 

This will be fully illuftrated to the worMin my 
chapter of wilhes,— 

Dr. Slop did not underftand the naHirc of this 

defence ; he was puzzled with it, and it put 

an entire ftop fo the difputc for four minutes and ■ 

a, half ; -five had been fata) to it :— — ray 

father faw the danger; the difputc was one 

of the moft intcrefting difputes in the world, 
." Whether the child of his prayers and endea- 
vours (hould be bom without a head or with 
one ■■" — —■ - — He waited to the laft moment, to 
allow Dr- Slop, in whofc behalf the wilh was 
' made, his right of returning , it ; bat perceiving, _ 
I fay, that -he was confounded, and continued 
loolting with that pcrpleied vacuity of cyewhifh 
puzzled fouls generally ftare with.^firft in ■ my 
uncle Toby'sface-^thcn in his — then up — then 
.down — then eall — eaft and by eaft, and fo on, 
— 'coalting it along by the plinth of the wawifcoi, 
till he.hdd got to the oppofite point of the com- 
pafG,-7-and that h^.baji anally begun to count: 
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the brafs -naiU upon tl>e arm of his chair) " —' - 
my father thought there was no time to be lolt 
wtth my uncle, i'obyi fg took up the dlfcourfe a; 
follojvs^ 
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CHAP. U.. 

THAT prodigious armies you had in ■■ 

Flanders !"— 

Brother Toby, replied m.y Jather, talcing his 
mg from off his head with his right hand, and . 
with his left piUling out a ftripcd India handker? 
chief from his right coat-pocket, in .order to rub 
luB head, as he argued tfae point. with my uncle 
Toby.— — 

- ■ ■! Now, in this I think my father was 

inuch.to blame j.and l.wiU give you my reafona , 
for -it; , . 

Matters of no more fecming^ confc<}uencc in -. 
themfclves, than, •' Whether my father -{houtd 
have takenoff his wig with his: right hand or with 
his left,"— <rhave divided the g^ateft kingdoms, 
and made the crowns of the monarehs who go- . 
verned them to totter upon their heads. r— But 
need I tell you Sir, that the circumA'ances with 
which every thiijg in this world is begin, give e- , 
very thing in this world its fizc and. Ihape ! 
and by tightening it, or relaxing it, this way or - 
that, make the thing to be, what it is — great- 
little — good — ^bad— ^indiiftrent pr not indifferent,., 
jult as the cafe Jjappens ? 

As my father's India handkerchief was in his 
right coat pocket, he Ihould by no means have . 
fuffered his right hand to have got engaged : on 
&s. contrary, inftead of taking off his wig with 
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!t, as b« did, he ought to have cornmltKd that 
entirely to the, left; and then, whcrithe natural 
exigency my father was under*of rubbing his 
head, cAl'd out for his handkerchief, he wouM 
have had nothing in the world to have donC) 
but to have put hig jigh t hand into his right coat- 
pocket, and taken it out ; - - which he might have 
done without any violence, or the Icaft ungrace- 
fal twitt in any one tendon or mufi^lc of bis wfaote 
body. 

In this cafe (uniefs indeed my father had been 
refolvcd to make a fool of himfelf, by holding the 
wig ftiff in his left hjnd — or by making foiiie 
nonfCnGcal angle or other at his elbow joint, or 
arm-pitl— his whole attitude had been eafy — na- 
tural, unforced : Reynolds himfelf, as great and 
gracefully ai he paints, might have painted lum 
as he fat- 
Now, as my father managed this matter,— 
confider wh.tt a devil of a figure my father mad); 
of himfelf. 

In the latter end of Queen Anne's reign, and 
in the beginning of the reign of King George the 
firft ■ " Coat pockets wer^cut very low down ■ 
in the (kirt."— I need fay no more : the father of 
mifchief, had he been hammering at it a months , 
could not have contrived a worfe falhiou for one . 
io.my father's fituation. 



CHAP. III. 

IT was not an eafy matter in any king's reipj, - 
(uniefs you were as lean a fubjeft as myfclfj 
to have forced your hand diagonally, quite acrofs . 
your whole body, fo as to.gaia the bottom of 
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your oppoGtc coat-pocket.— —In the year one 
thoufand (even hundred and eighteen, when this 
happened, it was extremely difficult: fo that 
when my uncle Toby diicovered the tranfvcrfe 
zig-zaggcry of ray father's approaches towards It, 
it intlantly brought into his mind thofc he had 
done doty in, be^rc the gate of St. Nicholas ;.^ 
theidea of which,. drew off his attention fo en- 
tirely from the fubjeifl in debate, that he had got 
his right hand to the belt, to ring up Trim, t6 go 
and fetch his map of Namur, and his compaffcs 
and feffcor along with it, to mcafurc the returning 
angles of the traverfes of that attacb, — but parti- 
cularly of that one, where he received his wound 
upon Ms groin. 

My father knit bis brows, and as he knit 
them, all the blood ia his body feemed to rulh ilp 
into hia face, — My uncle Toby difmauntcd iinme- 
-diatcly. 

— I did not apprehend your uncle' Toby wai 
o' htHfcback. 



CHAP. IV. 

man's body and his mind, with the ut» 
__ rtioft reverence to both I fpeak it, are ex- 
^ly like a jerkiA, and a jerkin's lining ;— rum- 
p)e the one, — you rumple the other. There is 
one certain exception, however, in this cafe, and 
that is, whAnyou are fo fortunate a fellow, as to 
have had your jerkin made of a gumtafleta, and 
the body-linning to it of a farccnet or thin per- 
Ean. ; ' ' 

Zeno, Cleanses, Diogenes Babylonius, Diony- 
fius Hcracleotes, Antipater, PanWius and Polo- 
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donius amongfl the Greeks ; Cato and Varro and 
Seneca amongd theRomans ; — ^Pantenvs and Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus and Montaigne amongft the 
Cbriflians ; and a fcorc and a half of good, mmeft 
unthinking, Shandean people, as e»er lived, whofe 
names I can't recoiled, — alt pretended that their 

Skins were made after this fafhion ; — you might 
re rumpled and crumpled, and doubled and 
creafed, and fretted and fridgcd the ont&de of 
^cm alt to pieces ; — in Ihort, you might have 
played the very devil with them, and at the fame 
time, not one of the infides of 'cm -would have 
been ooc button the worfe, for all you had done 
to them 

I believe in my confcience, that mine is made 
«p fomewhat after this fort j— for never poor jer- 
kin has been tickled oIF, at fuch a raie as it has 
been thefehfl nine months together 4- — and yet I 
declare, the linigg to it,— as far as lam a judge - 
pf the matter>— 4s not a three-penny piece the 

worfe; pell mell, better fkelter, ding, doog, 

cut and thrud, back llroke and fore flroke, tide 
way and long way, have they been trimming it 
for me : — had there (been- tnc leaft gummincfs 
in my lining, — by heaven ! it had all of it long a- 
g9 been frayed and: fretted to a thread.. ~ 

., You Meffrs. the Monthly Re«ewer»4— 

bow could you cut and flafli my jeikili as you did? 
— how did you know but yoUrwouldcut my lining 
too ? 

.Heartily, and from my foul(lotb«proteftion 
O^ that Peing vybo wiU' injure nonp of us, dp I 
lecominend you and.ypur affairs {— fo God blefs 
you: — only next month, if any oncofyou Ihould 
goalh his teeth, and etorni and rage M me, as. 
fomc of you did lafi MAy,] in which I remUH- 
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bcr the weather was very hot}— xlon't be exafpe* 
rated, if I pafs it by again with good temper,—, 
being determined, as long as I live, or write 
(whichi in my cafe, means the'^mc thing), never 
to give the honefl ftehtleman a worfc word, t>r» 
worfc wi(h,than tny unclcToby gave the fly which 
buzz'd about his nofe all dinher-tiine,^< Go,^- 
•* go, poor devil," quoth he, — ■ ' ** get thee 
" gone, — why fhould I hurt thee ? This world 
*» is fuiely wide enough, to hold both thee and 



CHAP. V. 

ANT man, Madam, reafoning upwards, and 
obkrving the prodigious fuffuiion of blood 
in my father's countenance, — by means of which, 
(aa^all the blood in his body feemed to ru(h up 
into his face, as I told you) he mufl have red- 
den'd, pifXorically and' fcienti fie ally fpeaking, 
jix whole tints and a half, if not a full oflavo a- 
bove his natural colour : any man, Madam, but 
tny uncle Toby, who had obfervcd thisf together 
with the violent knitting of my father's brows,' 
aud (he extravagant contortion of his body, dU" 

ring th« w-hote afl^ir, would have concluded 

my father iAa ri^c ; and taking that for granted, 
^had he been a lover of fuch kind of concord sa ' 
arifes from two fuch inflrumetits being put in 
-exa£ltui)e, — he w:ould inlUntly h^ve fcrew'd up 
his to the faaie, pitch:^— rfltid then the devil aqd 
all had bralfe loofe — the whole piece, Madam, 
mujl have been played ofl^, likf the Cxth of Avi- 
ibn Scarlatti — con fuxia — like mad.— Grant me 
pt^ience ! — What has con furia, — con llrepito, — i 
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(Mt any other hurt^rburly word wfaatercr, to do wiA 
Itannony ? 

Any maa l fay, Madamrbkit my ancle Toby, 
the benignityof ^h(^e heart interprcKd every no- 
tion of the body, in the Icindcft fenfe the motion 
would Ktniit of, would have eoodnded tny father 
wigry, wnd blamed him too. My uncle Toby 
blamed nothing but the taylor who cut the pockn- 
hde-; — To Siting flill, till my father had got his 
handfaarchlefout^^R, and looking all the time 
up in his face, with inexprclGble good>wiU-^-4]iy 
lather, at length, went on ae follows. 



"w: 
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HAT pTodigioua annies yda bad 
In Flandnri I" 
■Brother Tobjr, quoth my father, I 
-do believe thee to be as Honefl a nanjaBd 'ivith 
u good and as upright an heart, ae ever God cre- 
ated i nor IB It thy fault, if all the' chil- 
dren which have been, may, can, fliall, will, ot 
ought to be begotten^ «onie with their heads 
foremott'into die worid:-;—— buti believe me, 
-Aear Toby, the accidents which unavoidably way- 
lay them, not only in- tie article'of oor beget- 
ting 'emr— though thefe in my opinion, are well- 
worth confidering, — but the dangers and diffi- 
culties our children are befct with, after they 
are ebt forth into the world, are enow l ■ ' l ittfe 
need is thdre' tt espbft tltem to unn«<!d&i-y ones, 

in their paffage to it ■ — A«-»llefe dangers, 

quoth niy ufncle' Toby, laying his handtipon ijtf 
fether*9 knee, and looking up fcrtoutty in his 
-iace, for an anfmer, are thefe dangers greater 
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now o'daysibiiotheff thiaio. tiinka paft? hzaAa. 
Tobjt anfwered ni^ fkthcr, if a chUd was but fair> 
If begot, and born alire, and healthy;, and' the 
mother did vtW after it, . ■■our forefathers ncm 
looked farther. — -—My uncle Tohy inftautly- 
wnthdrew: his hand from of my father's knee, re- 
cHtaed iiis- body gently back in his chajr, tailed hiti 
hcad^ till he could jult fee the coriucc:oftheroom, 
and then direfiing the bugcinatory mufcles a- 
loog hi* cheeke, and the orbicular mufclea around 
his lips to do liicir duty*— he whittled Lillabul- 



CHAP. VII. . 

WHUST my uncle Toby waswhiftlingLJl- 
labuUero to my father,- Dr. Stop was 

Ibunping, and curling and danuiing at ObatUah 

at a moll dreadful rate j it would have done . 

your, heart good, and cured yiiu, Sir, for ever, 
of the vile fm of fwe^ng, to hare heard him. 

1 am detemHned, therefore, to relate the 

whole affair to you. 

When Dr. Slop's maid delivered the green 
baize bag, with her. mailer's infiruments in it, 
to Obadtah, (he very fenfjbly exbonciL him to 
put his head and one: arm tlxrough the ftrings, 
and ride with it flung acrofs his body : fo, undo- 
ing the bow-knot, to lengthen the ftrings for 
him, without any more ado, (he helped him on 
with it. However, as this, in fome mcafurc, 
unguarded the mouth of the bag, — left any thing 
fhould bolt out, in galloping back at the fpeed 
Obadiah threatened, they confultcd to take it off 
again; and in the great care and caution of tbeir 
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hearts, they had taken the two ftrinf;&, and titd 
them clofc (purGng up the inoutb of the bag faRi 
with half a dozen hard knoti, each of which, Oba- 
diah, to make all fafe, had twitched ahd diavn 
together, with all the ftrength of hia body. 

lliU anfwered all that Obadiah and the maid 
intended ; but was no remedy againft fome evils 
which neither he or the forefaw. The inftru- 
ments, it feems, as tight ai the bag was tied a- 
bore, had fo much room to play in it, towards 
the bottom (the Ihape of the bag being conical) 
that Obadiah could not makes trot of it, but 
with fuch a terrible jingle, what with the tire- 
tctc, forceps and fquirt, as would have been e- 
nough bad Hymen been taking a jaunt that way, 
to have frightened him out of the country } but 
^hen Obadiah accelerated this motion, and from 
a plain trot, alTayed to prick his coach horfc into 

a full gallop — by heaven ! Sir the jingle was 

incredible. 

As Obat^ah had a wife and three children, 

— the turpitude of fornication, and the 

many other political ill confeqoences of this jing- 
ling, never once entered his brain ; he had, 
however, his obje^ion, which came home to him- 
felf, and weighed with him, as it has oft-times 
done with the grcatell patriots- "— — — ■ — " The 
" poor fellow. Sir, was not able to he^ himfelf 
« whiftle." 
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AS Obadiah lored wind-mufick preferably t* 
all the inftiumental mufickhe carriedVith 
him, ■ ■ he Tcry conliderateljr^fct his imagina- 

tion to work, to contrire and to invent by what 
means he fliouldput himfelf in a condition Of en- 
joying it. 

la all diftrefles (except muflcal) where fmall 
cords are wanted,— nothing isfo apt to enter a 

man's bead as his hat-band : the philofophy 

of this is fo near the furface— I fcora to enter into 
it. 

As Obadiah's was a mix'd cafe, mark, Sirs^ 

■ - I fay, a mii'd cafe ; for it was obftetrical, 

— fcrip-tical, fquirtical, papiftlcal, and^ as far 

as th« coach-horfe was concerned in it, — cabal- 
lilUcal — and only partly mufical i -Obadiah 

made no fcruple of availing himfelf of the firlt 

expedient which offered : fo taking hold of 

the bag and inltruments, and griping them hard 
together with one hand, and, with the finger and 
thumb of the other, putting the end of the 
hat-band betwixt his teeth, and then flipping 
his hand down to the middle of it, — he ,tied and 
crofsrtied them all fall together, from one end to 
the other (as you would cord a trunk) wtth^fudi 
a multiplicity of roundabouts and intricate crofs 
turns, with a hard knot at every interfcflion or 
point where the filings met, — that Dr. Slop mull 
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have had three fifth's of Job's patience At leaft to 
have unloofed them.' ■' I think in my cpn- 
fcicnce, that had Naturk been in one of her 
nimble moods, and in humour for fuch a con- 
tcft — and flie and Dr. Slpp.bpflt fairly^ darted to- 
gether, — there is no man lining, who had fecn the 
bag with all that Obadiah had done to it, — and 
known tikewirc, the great fpeed the goddefs can 
make when fhe thinks proper,— who would have 
bad the tead doubt remaining in his mind- 
whicb of the two would have carried off the 
prize. My mother, Madain> had b«en deliver- 
ed foonerthan "the greeu bag infaUiWy— — ; — at 
leaft by twenty knots. Sport of Imall acci- 
dents, Tridratn Shandy ! that thou ait, and c- 
Krwilt be! — Had that trial been made for thee, 
andit was fifty to one but it had,- — r-thy a flairs 
had not bees fq deprefsM— (at leaft ixf the de- 

Erefhon of the nofe) as they have been : nor 
ad the forUmesofthy houfe, and the occafiona 
of making them, which have fo often prefentcd 
themfelves in the courfe of thy life, to . thee, 
been fo often, fo vexalioufly, fo tamely,, fo irre- 
coverably abandoned — as thou haft been forced 
to leave them ! . ■ But 'tis over,;—; — all but the 

account of 'em^ which cannot be given Co the cd- 
CLOUG till I am got out into the. wocld. 



GREAT wits jump : for the moment Dr. 
Slop, caft _hJ3 eyes u|Hm . hia bag which he 
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ha4 not done tillthc difputc with my uncle To- 
by about midwifery put him in mind of it)— the 

Ycry fame thought occurred. ^[la God's 

mercy, quoth he, (to hlmfeff} that Mrs. Shand- 
dy hat had fo bad a time of it, — clfe fhc might 
have been brought to bed feven ttmcB told, be- 
fore one half of thcfe knots could have been got 
untied. ■--■ . But here, you muft diftinguifh, 
— — -the thought floated only in Dr. Stop's mind, 
i^rithout fail or ballafl to it, as a Ample propor- 
tion ; millions of which, as youi worfhip knows^ 
arc every day fwimming quietly in the middle 
ofthe thin juiceof a man's un der Handing, with- 
out being carried backwards or forwards, till fome 
little £ufts of palTion or intereft drive them to one 
fide. ' 

A fudden trampling in the room above, near 
my mother's bed, did the propolition the very 
fervice I ain fpeaking of. By all that's unfortu- 
nate, ' quoth Dr. Slop, unlefs I make hafle, the 
thing will a^ually befal me as it is. 



TN the cafe of knots, by which, in the Erst 
I place, I would not be underftood to mean 
flip-knots,' — becaufe, in the courfc of my life and 
opinions— my opinions concerning them will 
come in more properly when I mention the ca- 
tastrophe of ray peat uncle Mr. Hammond Shan- 
dy, — a little man, — but of high fancy i— — he 
Vol. I. K 
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nifhed into the Duke of Monmouth's affair : — 
nor, fecondljr, in this place, do I mean that 
particular fpccics of knots, called bow-kiiMS ; 
— there is fo little addrefs, or fldU, or patience, 
required in the unlooGng them, that thejr are 
below my giving any opinion at all about them. 
— . .. ..Biit, by the knots I am fpeaking of^ may 
it plcafe your reVerences to believe, that I mean 

fCK>d, honeft, dcvililh tight, hard knots, made 
ona fide, as Obadiah made his ; in which there 
is no quibbling provilion made by the duplica-r 
tton and return of the two ends of the firings 
through the annulus or noofc made by the fecond 
implication of them — to get them lljpp'd and ni^ 

done by. 1 hope you apprehend me. 

In the cafe of thefe knots, then, and of the 
fereral obllru£lions, which, may it pleafe your 
reverences, fuch knots call in our way in getting 
through life— — every hafty man can whip out 
bis penknife and cut through them - . ■ T is 
wrong. Believe me. Sirs, the moll virtuous 
way, and which both reafon and confoience dic- 
tate is t« take our teeth or our fingers to 

them. Dr. Slop, either by eitra£ting his fa- 
vourite inftrument in a wrong direction, or, by 
fome mifap plication of it, unfortunately flip- 
ping, he had formerly in a hard labour, 
knock'd out three of the , heft of his teeth 

with the handle of it : — he tried his fingers. 

alas ! the nails of his fingers and thumbs were 

cut clofe. The ducc take it ! i can make 

nothing of it either way, cried Dr. Slop. — - 
The trampling over head near my mother's bed- 
fide increafcd Pox take the fellow ! I fliall 

never get the knots untied as long as I live— 
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My mother gave a groan. Lend me your pen- 
knife — : — I muft e'en cut the knots atlaft 

Pugfa! — : — pftiaw ! — '■ — r-Lord ! I have cut my 
thumb quits acrofs to the very bone^— curfe the 
fellow— — if there was not another man mid- 
wife within fifty mile a ■ ■ I am undone for this 

bout 1 wifli the fcoundrel hang'd' I wi{h 

he was fliot — I wilh all the devils inhcU had him 
for a blockhead. 

My father had a great refpeA for Obadiah, and 
could not bear to hear him difpofed of in fuch a 
manner ;— he had, moreover fome little rcfpcd 
f<» himfelf— and could as ill bear with the indig- 
nity oSered to himfelf init. 

Had Dr. Slop cut any part about him, but his 
thumb — my father had pafs'd it by his pru- 
dence had triumphed : as it was, he was deter- 
mined to have ^lis revenge. 

Small curfes. Dr. Slop upoti great occaGons, 
quoth my father, (condoling with him firfl: upon 
the accident] are tbut fo much wafte , of our- 
ft rength and foul's health to no mantier ofpur^ 

pofc. 1 own it, replied Dr. Slop.- - . ■ . . 

They are like fparrow fliot, quoth my nnclfi. 
Toby, (fufpcnding his whiftling) fired againil a 
baftion. : — They ferve, continijcd my fa- 
ther, to ftir the humours but carry off none of 
their acrimony :—^— for my own part, I feldom. 

fwearor curfe at all 1 hold it bad — but if I 

fail into it, by furprife, I generally retain fo 
much prefence of mind (Right, quoth my uncle 
Toby) as to make it anfwcr my purpofe — that is 
I fwear on, till I find myfelf eafy. A wife and 
ajuft man, however, would always endeavour to 
K 2 
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proportion the vent given to theft huoMUJl, sot 
only to the degree of them fllrring within him- 
fclf — but to the (ize and ill intent ^ the offence 

upon which tbey arc to fall. " Injuries come 

«* only from the hcart,"--quoth my uncle Toby. 
For tluB reafon, continued my father, with the 
moft Crcvantick gravity, I have the greatcft tc- 
aeration in the world for that gentleman, who, 
in diflruft of his own difcretion in this point, 
fat down and compofed {that is^ at his leifoTe) 
fit forms of fwearing fuitable to all cafes, from 
the loweft to the higheft provocations which 
could poffibly happen to himr— which forma be- 
ing well conlider'd by him, and fuch moreover 
as he could Hand to, he kept them ever by him 
on the chimney-piece, within his, reach, ready 

for ufe. 1 never apprehended, replied 

Dr. Slop, that fuch a thing was ever thought of, 
— much lefs executed. I beg your pardon— 
anfwered my lather : I was reading, though not 

. ufing, one of them to my brother Toby this 
morning, whilft he pourM out the tea — 'tis here 
upon the ftielf over my head ; but if I re- 
member right, 'tis too violent for a cut of the 
thumb. 1 — Not at all, replied Dr. Slop, 

" the devil take the fellow. ^Then, anfwcTed 

my father, 'tis much at your fervicc, Dr. Slop 
^-on condition you will read it aloud ; — fo riling 
up, and reaching down a form of excommuntca' 
Hon of the Church of Rome, a copy of which, 
my father (who was curious in his coUeftions) 

■ had procured out of the leger-book of the church 
of Rochcfter, writ by Ernulphos the bilhop — 
with a moll af&f>cd ferioufnefs of look and voice, 
which might have cajoled Eknulphus him- 
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felf,— lie put it into Dr. Slop's hands.— —Dt. 
Slop wrapt his thumb up in the corner of his 
handkerchief, and with a wry face, though with- 
out any fufpicion, read aloud aa foUowSi— my un- 
cle Toby whidJing LtllabulerOi as loud as he 
couldj ail the time. 
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TextQ) de EccleGa RoSenC, per Emulfiim E- 
pifcopum. 

CAP. XXV. 

EXCOMMUNICATIO. 

EX aufloritate Dei Omnlpotcntis, Patris, et 
Filii, et Spiritus Sanfti, et fan^onim ca- 
nonum, fanflsequc ct intemeratx Virginia Dei 
genetriciG Marixi 



^j the gtnuinenefs of the confuUation of the Sor- 
honne, upon the quefiion of haptifm, nvas daaked 
by fame, and denied iy others, — twos thought pro- 
per to print the original of this excommunication 
for the copy of -which, Mr. Shandy returns thanks 
to the chapter clerk ^ the dean and chapter ^R^ 
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" "DY the authority of God Almighty, the Fa- 
" 11 ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft, and of the 
" holy canons, and of the undcfilcd Virgin Ma- 
" ry, mother and patronefs of our Saviour,"— 
(I think there is no neceHlty, <]uoth Dr. Slop, 
dropping the paper down to his knee, and ad- 

drefltng hhnfelf to my father, as you have 

read it over. Sir, lb lately, to read it aloud j— 
and as Captain Shandy feems to have no great 
inclination to hear it, — I may as well read it to 
myfelf. That's contrary to treaty, replied mj 
father ; — befides, there is fomething fo whimfical, 
efpecially in the latter part of it, I fhould grieve 
to lofe the pleafure of a fifcond reading. Dr. Slop 

did not altogether like it, but my uncle Toby 

offering at that inllant to give over whiflling, and 

read it himfelf to them ; Dr. Slop thought he 

might as well read it under the cover of my uncle 
Toby's whiftling, — as fuller my uncle Toby to 

read it alone ; fo, raifing up the paper to his 

face, and holding it quite parallel to it, in order 
to hide his chagrin^— — he read it aloud as foU 
lows,^— — my uncle Toby whiftling L illabulero* 
though not quite fo loud as before.) 
K4 
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' Atqne omnium coelcftium Tirtutum, an- 
gclprum, archangclorum, thronorum, domina- 
tionum, poteftatunit cherubin ac fcrapbin, & 
fan£lorum patrfarclisTami prophctarum, & om- 
oium apoftoloium et CTangeliftarum, & taa&o- 
Tum inaoceniium, qui, in confpcftn Agni bnOi, 
digni inveoti funt canticvm cantare norum, et 
fandorum martyrum, et fan£torum confeflbrum, 
et fanfiarum Tirginumj atque omnium fimnl 
' (anflorum ct decorum Uei, — Excommunica- 

muSj et anathematizamus hunc furem]Yel kunc 

malcfaflorcm, N. N. ct a limtnibus fandse 
Dei ccckGx fequellraniusi et xteinis fuppliciisi 

«el i 

cxcruciandue, mancipetor, cum Dathan et A' 
birain> et cum his qui dixerunt Domino Deo, 
Recede a nobis, fcientam viarum tuarum nolu- 
mu&: et Gcut aqua ignis extinguimr, fie extin- 

vel «aruiD 

guatuT luccrna ej us in fccula feculorum nisi lefpo- 

eiitj et ad fatigfafliouem venerit. Amen. 

Malcdicat ilium Deus Pater qui hominem 

«Teavit. Malcdicat ilium Dei Filius qui pro ho- 

mine pafliis eft. Maledicat ilium Spiritus Sano 

tua qui in baptirmo cfFofus eft. Maledicat ilium 
fanda cfu:*., quani Chriftus pronoftra falutejhaf- 
tcm triumphans, afccndit. 
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•* Bf the aulhonty of God Almighty, the 
" Father, Sou, *nd Holy Ghoft, and of the 
" undefiled Virgin Mary, mother and patronefs 
" of our Saviour, and of all the celcflial vir- 
■( taes, angels, archangels, thrones, domiaions^ 
« powcrsi cherubias and&raphina, and of all the 
*' holy patriarchs, prophets, and of all the apof- 
" ties and evangeliJls, and of the holy innocents, 
" who, in the fight of the Holy Lamb, are found 
'< worthy to luig the new fong of the holy mar- 
" tyrs and holy confcffors, and of the holy vir- 
" gmS] and of all the faints together, widi the 
" holy and clef): of God, May he" (Obadiah) 

" be d3mn'd,"-(for tying tbefe knots) ■ 

" Wc excommunicate, and anathcraatife him» 
" and from the threffaolds of the holy church of 
" God Almighty we fequeller him, that he mar 
" be tormented, difpofed and delivered over with 
" Dathan and Abiram, and with thofe who fay 
" unto the Lord God, depart from us, wc defire 
" none of. thy ways. And as fire is quenched 
" with water, fo let the light of him be put out 
" for evermore, unlefs it ftiall repent him" (Oba- 
diah, of the knots wMch he has tied) " and make 
" fatisfa£Uan for them Amen 

*' May the father who created man, curie 
" him. ■ ■ ' -May the Son who fuffered for us, 

'* curfe him . — May the Holy Ghoft who- 

'• was given to us in baptifm, curfe him" (Oba- 

diah) ■" May the holy crofs, which Chri ft for 

" our falvaiion, triumphing over his enemics>ar>. 
'* ccnded,— curfe him. 

K I 
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Maledicat iUum fan£la Dei genelrix et pcifc- 

tua ViTgo Maria. Maledicat ilium fanflus Mi- 
chad, ammarum fufccptor lacrarum. Malcdi- 

cant ilium omnes angeli et archangcit principa- 
tug ct jtf teftates, omnifque militia coclcftis. 

Maledicat iltam patriarchariim et propbeta- 

rsm laodabilis nuincrus. Maledicaat ilium fano 
tos Johannes PrecuTfor et Bptida Chrifti) ct 
fan^uB PetruB, cc faHflus Paulus, atque fanflus 
Andreas, omncfquc Chrifti apofloU £mul, ct 
cseteri difcupli, quatuor quoque evangeliftx, 
qui fua pnedicattone mundum unirerfum con- 

vertenint. Maledicat ilium cuneus maityrum et 
confefTorum mirificus, qui Deo bonis operibiu 
phcitus inventus eft. 

Maledicant ilium facrarum virginum chori, 
quse mundi vana, caufa honoris Chrifti, refpucn- 

da con tern fpenint. Maledicant ilium omnca 
fanfli qui ab initio mundi ufquc in fincm feculi 
Deo diledli inreniuntur. 

Maledicant ilium coeli ct terra, et omnia {an£la 
in cis mancntia. 

Maledi^us fit ubicunquc fucrit, five in domo, 
five in agro, Ctc in via, 5tc in femita, sive in 
silva, sive in aqua, sive in ecclesia. 

Maledi£lus sit T.ivcndo, moricodo,— 

u,s,ic.=-,;Coo^^ic- 
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*' May the holy and eternal Virgin Mary, 
«* mother of God, curfc him.— May St. Mi- 
«• chad, the advocate of holy fools, cuife him. 
" — May all the angels and archangels, prin- 
*• cipalicies and powers, and all the heavenly 
" armies, curfe him." [Our armies fwore ter- 
ribly in Flanders, cried my uncle Toby, — but no- 
thing to this. For my own part, I could not 
have a heart to curfc my dog fo,] 

«' May the praife worthy multitude of patri- 
" archs and prophets curfe him. 

« May St. John the Precurfor, and St. John 
« the Bapfift. and St. Peter and St. Paul, and 
•< St. Andrew, and all other Chrjft's apoftles 
« together, curfe him ; and may the reft of his 
*'- difciples, and four evangelitls, who by their 
*' preaching conTCrted the univcrfal world, — 
*' and may the holy -and wonderful company of 
*' martyrs and ccHifelTors, .who by their holy 
** works arc found pleafing to God Almighty, 
" curfe him" (Obadiah.) 

" May the holy choir of the holy virgins, 
«' who for the honour of Chriil have dcfpifed 
*' the things of the world, damn him. — May 
" all the faints who from the beginning of the 
«' world to CYcrlafting ages are found to be be- 
** loved of God, damn him. — May the heavens 
" and earth, and all the holy things remaining 
•* therein, damn him," {Obadiah) " or her," 
(or whoever elfe had a hand In tying thefe 
knots.) 

*' May he" [Obadiah) he damn'd wherever 
*' he be,— whether in the houfe or the ftables^ 
*i ibe garden or the field, or the highway, or in 
" the path, or in the wood, or in- the water, 
*'- or iti the church. — May he be curfcd in liv- 
S6 
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nanducando, bibendot efariendo^ fitiendo, jc- 

{'onandoi dormitando, dormiendo,vigihn(ki, am- 
lulando, ftando, fedcndo, jaccndo* operandoi 
quicfcendo, mingeado, cacando, flebotomando. 

Malediflus fit in totis viribus corporis. 

Malediftus sit intus et cxtcrius. 

Malediflus tit incapillU; ina1edi£lus fit in ce> 

Rbro. Ma)edi£lus fit in vet-tice, in teinporibui> 
in fronts, in auriculis, in fupercitiisj in ociili3> 
in genis, in maiiUis, in naribus, in dcntibiis 
mordacibus, in labris five molibus, in labiis, 
in gutture, in humcrie, id Carpis, in brachiis^ 
in manibus, in digitis> in pefloire, in corde, 
Ct in omnibus interioribus ftomacho tenus, in 
r^nibuG, in inguinibus, in femora-, in genita- 
bbus, in coxis. in genubuS) in ciuribus^ m pe- 
4ibue, etin on^uibw^ 



Ma1edi£tus lit in totis contpagibus membrontnr^ 
aTcrtice capitis^ ufquc ^d planCam pcdis^— poo fit' 
m CO fanitas> 
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«* ing, in dying." [Here my oncle Toby talc- 
ing the, adrantage of a minim in tbc fecoiidliar 
of his tune, kept whittling rate continual note tA 
the end of the fcntence — Dr. Slop, with his divi- 
£on of curfes, moving under him like a running 
bafs all th? way.^ ** May he be curfcd in eat- 
<* ing and drinking, in being hungry, in being 
•* thirftyi in fading, in flceping, in llumbering> 
" in walking, in Handing, in fitting, in lyings 
« In working, in reding, m pilling, in fliitting,, 
■* and in blood-letting. 

" May he" (Obadiah)*' be curfedin all thefft- 
'* cutties of his body. 

*• May he. be curfed inwardly and outwardly. 
** — May he be curfed in the hair of his head. — 
" May he be curled in his brains, and in hia 
*' vertex," [|Thatisafad curfc, quoth myfatherj 
" in his temples, in his forehead, in his ears* 
•• in bis eye-brows, in his eyes, in his checks^ 
*( in his jaW'bones, in his noftrlls,. in his fore- 
** teeth and grinders, in his lips, in his throat, 
*' in his flioulders, in his wriHs, in his arms, 
** in his hands, in his fingers. 

*' May he be damn'd in his mouth, in hia 
** bread, in his heart and purtenance, down to 
" the very ftomacb. 

" M?.y he be curfed in his reins, and in his 
•• groin," [jGod in heaven forbid, quoth my 

uncle Toby] •" In his thighs, in his geni- 

,•' tals," [My father Ihook hU head;! " *"'* '■* 
" his hips, and in his knees, his legs, and feet> 
*' and toe-naiis. 

" May he be curfed in all the joints and arti- 
f( cuIatioQB of his.nicmbcrs, from the top of his- 
If head to the foleof his iootf'-^msij- there be im 
« ibuncioda. ia hinu ' 
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Maledicat ilium Cbriftiu Pilias Dei wi'i, toto 
fux mzjeftatis imperio— 



— et infiiT^at adverfus tllum, ccdum cum omni- 
bus virtutibus quK in co tnoventur ad dainnan- 
dumeuAi, ni(i pcenituerit et ad fatisEaitionem f e- 
nerit. Amen. Fiat, EaL Amen. 
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*• May the Son of the living God, with all 
" the glory of his Majefty"^— f Here my uncle 
Toby throwing back his head, gave a monitrons 
long, loud Whew— w — w — fomething betwixt 
the inteijefiional whiftle of Hey-day ! and the 
word itfelf. 

By the golden beard of Jwpiter 

and of Juno (if her majcfty wore one), and by 
the beards of the reft of your heathen worfhips, 
which, by the bye, was no fmall number, (incc 
what with the iKards of your celellial gods, and 

gods aerial and aquatick, to fay nothing of 

the beards of town gods and country gOjii, or 
of the celeflial godde0es your, wives, or of the 
infernal goddefles your whores and concubines, 
(that is, iu cafe they wore 'em) ■ all which 
beards, as Varro tells me, upon his word and 
honour, when muftered up together, made no 
le(3 than thirty thoufand cfFeflive' beards upon 

the pagan eilabliflimenf, every beard of 

which claimed the rights and privileges of being 

ftrokcd and fworn by : By all thefe beards 

tc^ether then, 1 vow and protcft, that of the 

two bad calTocks I am worth in the world, i 
would have given the better of tlicm, as freely 

as ever Cid Hamet offered his, only to have 

ftood by, and heard my uiicle Toby's accompani- 
ment. J 

'-— '* curfc him,"— —continued Dr. Slop, 
— -" and may heaven, with all' the powers which 
*' move therein, rife up againft him, curfe and- 
" damn him" (Obadiah) « unlefs he repent and 
" make faiisfaftioD. Amen. So be it, — fo be 
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I declare^ quoth mjr uncle Tobf, mj heart 
would not let me curfc the devil faimfelf with r» 
much bitterncls.— — — He is the father of cutf«t, 
replied Dr. Slop.— —So am m>t I, replied mjr 
uncle. — ;— Bat he is curfed, and dunn'd already 
to all eternity,— replied Dt. Slop. 

I am forry for it, i^aoth mj uncle Toby. . 

D;t. Slop drew up his mouth, uid was juftbe* 
gtoning to return my uncle Toby the compliment 
of hi* Whu — u — u--or Inrerje£lional whiftlc,— 
when the door hallily opening in the next ck^ 
tcr but one — put ui end to the a£iix. 



CHAP. xn. 

TVTOW, don't let us gire ourfelves a parcel of 
r\j airS) and pretend that the oaths we make 
me with in this land of liberty of ours, are our 
own ; and, becaufe we have the fpirit to fweaf 
them,- — imagine th^t we have had the wit to l^ 

I'll undertake this moment to prove it to any 
j»an in, the world except to a contioifieur,— — 
though I declare I obje<El only to a connoi2eur 
in fwearlng, — as.1 would do to aoonnoi^eur itt 
painting, &c. &c. the whole ^t of 'em iire fo' 
nung round and befecifh'd with the bohE and 
trink^s of criticifm.^or to drop my metapbor, 
which by the bye is a pity, — for I have fe^ch'd it 

as far as from the coaft of Guinea i ^thrir 

heads. Sir, are (l^ck to full of rules and com* 
patTes, and have that eternal jkropenGty to apply 
them upon all occziions,, that a yroik ot geniuj. 
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Iiad better go to the devil at once, than ftand to 
be prick'd and tortured to death by 'cm. 

~ — ' And how did Garrick fpeak the foli- 

loqujr laft night ? Oh, againH: alt rule> my 

Lord moft ungrammatically ! — Betwixt the 

fubitantive and the adje£live, which Ihould agree 
together in number, cafe and gender, he made a 
breach thus,— —Hopping, as if the point want- 
ed fettling i and betwixt the nominatiTC, 

which your lordlhip knows ihould govern the 
verb, he fufpended his voice in the epilogue, a 
dozen times, three feconds and three fifths, by & 
ftop-watch, my Lord, each time.— Admirable 
grammarian!— —But, in fufpending his voice 
w as the fenfe fufpended likewife ? Did no 
expre0ion of attitude or countenance fit] up the 
chafm ?' ■ ' • " Was the eye ailent ? Did you 
narrowly look ?— — I look'd only at the Hop- 

wstoh, my Lord. Excellent obfervcr I 

And what of this new book the- whole world 

makca fuch a rout about F 1— Oh ! 'tis out 

of all plumb, my Lord,^^-quitc an irregular 
thing !— not one of the angles at the four corners 
was a right angle, i ■ ■ ' ■ 1 had my rule and 
contpafles, &c. ihy Lord, in my pocket.— Excel- 
lent critick ! 

- — — ■ ■ —And for the epick poem, your lord^ 
ihip bid me look at i — upon taking the length, 
breadth, height, and depth of it, and trying 
them at home upon an exaft fcaie of Boflii's-i— 
'tis out, my Lord, in every one of its dimenGontw 
——Admirable conhoiffeur 1 

And did you flep in,' to take a look at the 

grand pi£h]re, in your way back ? — Tia 

a melancholy daub ! my Lord i not one priact- 
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pie of the pyramid in any one group ! and 

what a price !— — for there is nothing ,of the 
colouring of Titian, — the espreffion of Rubeng, 
—the grace of Raphael, — the purity of Domini- 
^ino,— the corregiefcity of Corrcgio, — dielcara- 
nig of Poulin,— 'the airs of Guido, — the talle of 
the Carrachi's — or the grand contour of Angelo. 

■ Grant me patience, juil heaven ',— 

or alt the cants which are canted in this cant- 
ing world,— though the cant of hypocrites may 
be the worft, — the cant of ciiticifm ts the moft 
tormenting ! 

I would go fifty miles on foot, for I have ntrt 
a horfc worth riding on, to kifs the hand of that 
man whofc generous heart will give op the reins 

of hts imagination into his author's hands, 

be pleafed he knows not ,why, and cares not 
wherefore. 

Great Apollo ! if thou artin a givrng hnmour^ 

— ^TC me 1 afk no more, but one ftrokc of 

native humour, with a Gngle fpark of thy own 
fire along with it— —and fend Mercury, with 
the rules and compares, if he can be fpared, with 
my compliments to — no matter. 

Now, to any one elfc, I will undertake to 
prove, that all the oaths and imprecations, 
which we have been puifing off iipon the world 
for thefc' two hundred and fifty years laft palt, 
as originals,^— except St. Paul's thumb,—— 
God's flcfli, and God's filh, which were oaths rao- 
aarchical, and, conlideringt who' made them, 
not much amifs; and as king's oaths, 'tis not 
niuch matter whether they were fifh or flefli ;— . 
elfcj I fay, there "is not an oath, or at leaft a 
curie amor^gft them, which has not been copied 
over and over again out of Ernulphus^ a thou* 
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fand times : but, like all other copies, how in- 
finitely ihort of the force and fpirit of the origi- 
nal \ —It is thought to be no bad oath, 

and by itfelf pafles very well " G — d 

damn you." Set it befidc Ernulphus's 

" God Almighty the Father damn you,-^— God 

the Son damn you, God the Holy Ghofl: 

damn you," —you fee 'tis nothing. . 

There is an orientality in his, wc cannot rife up 
to : betides, he is more copious in his inven- 

tioij, -poflcfs'd more of the excellencies of a 

f*earer, had fuch a thorough knowledge of 

the human frame, its membranes, nerves, liga- 
ments, knittings of the joints, and articulations^ 
—that when Emulphus curfed no part efcaped 
him. ■■ - ' — 'TIS true, there is fomething of a 
hardnefs in hie manner,^-^-and, as in Michael 
Angelo, a want of grace, — but then there is fuch 
a greatnefs of gufto ! 

My father, who generally look'd upon every 
diing in a light very different from all mankind, 
woiJd, after all, never allow this to be an o- 

riginal. He confider'd rather Emulphus's 

anathema, as an inftitute of fwearing, in which, . 
as he fufpefted, upon the decline of fwearing in 
fomc milder pontificate, Emulphss, by order of 
the fucceeding pope, had, with great learning and 
diligefice, colle£lcd together all the laws of it ;— 
for the fame reafon that Juflinian, in the decline 
of the empire, had ordered his chancellor Tri- 
bonian to collet the Roman or civil laws all to- 
gether ihto one code or digeft, — left, through the 
mil of time, — and the fatality of all- things com- 
mitted to oral tradition, — they fliould be lod to 
the world for ever. 

For "this reaibn^mj father would ofttimes af- 
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£nn, there Wis not »n oatb from the great and 
tremendoua oath of William the Conqueror, (By 
the fplemiouT of God) down to the low^ oath 
of a fcavenfier, (Dam your eyes) ithich wm 

not to be found in Ernulphus. In {hart, 

he would addy— — 1 defy a man to fwear out 
of it. 

The hypothefis is, like moft of my father's, 
fiagular, and ingenious too ; ' nor have I 

any objcAion to it, but that it ovenuniB my 






CHAP. Xiir. 

J LESS my foul ! — ■ — hjy poor miC- 
trcfs is ready to faint,' and her 

paitis arc gone, — and the drops are don« — and 
the bottle of jabp is broke,— and the nurfe has 
cut hei arm, — (and I my thumb, cried Dr. 
Slop) — and the child is where it Was, continued 
Sufannah,- — >-and the midwife has fallen back- 
wards upon the edge of the fender, and bruiled 

. her hip as black as your hat. I'll look at it, 

quoih Dr. Slop. ■-'fhere is no need of that, 

replied iiufannah,— — yoo had better look at my 
miftrefs, — but the midwife would gladly firit 
give you an account how things are, fb delires 
you would go up ftairs and fpeak to her this mo- 
ment. 

Human nature is the fame in all profeOkms. 

The midwife liad juft before been put over 
Dr. Slop's head. He had not digefied it. 

No, — replied Dr. Slop, 'twould be full as pro- 

per, if the midwife came down to me. —I 

Ukc fuhordination, <iuoth my uncle Toby, — ind 
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batfwit, after the re4uAion of Lifle, I know 
not what might have become of the garrifon of 
Ghent, in the muiinjr for bread, in the year Ten ; 
NoF, replied Dr. Slop (parodying my uncle 
Toby's hobby-horfical reflexion, though full as 
hobby-horncally himfelf) — do I know. Captain 
Shandy^-what might have become of the garri- 
foivabove ftalrs, in the muriny and confufion I 
find all things ire in at prefent, but for the fub- 
wdtnation of fingers and thumbs ta ■ • • • 
—the application of which, Sir, under this acci- 
dent of mine, comes in fo a propos, that, with- 
out it, the cut upon my thumb might have been 
felt by the Shandy family, as long as the Shandy 
family had a name. 



CHAP. XIV. 

LET us go back to the • • • — in th^ lall 
chapter. ' 
ft is a lingular ftrolce of eloquence, (at lealt it 
was fo, when eloquence f)ourilhed-at Athens and 
Rome, and would be fo now, did orators wear 
mantles) not to mention the name of a thing, 
when you had the thing about youi in petto, 
ready lo produce, pop, in the place you want 
it. A fear, an axe, a fword, a pink'd-doublet, 
a rufty helmet, a pound and an half of potalh- 
es in an um, or a three -halfpenny pickie-pot, 
— but above all, a tender infant royally accou/^ 
trcd.— — tho' if it was too young, and the ora- 
tion as long as Tully's fecond Fhilippick, — it muft 

certainly have befliit-the orator's mantle ; — 

and the;] again, if too old — it mult have been 
unvieldy xad incommodious to Iiis action, — fo 
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ac to make him lore bf his child atmoft at muda 
as he could gain by it. — Otherwife, 

when a ftate orator has hit the precife age to 
a minute,— hid hie BAMBINO in hiti mantle 
fo cunningly that no mortal could fmell it,~^nd 
produced it fo critically, that no foul could fay, 

It came in by head and Ihoulders, Oh, Sirs ! it 

has done wonders. ■ ■. It has open*d the 
fluices, and turn'd the brains, and lliook the 
principles, and unhinged the politiclLS of half a 
nation. 

Thcfc feats, however, are not to be done, ex- 
cept in thofe dates and times, I fay, where ora- 
tors wore mantles, and pretty large ones too, 

my brethren, with fome twenty or Gve and twen- 
ty yards of good purple, fuperfine, marketable 
cloth in them — with large Sowing folds and dou- 
bles, and in a great ftyle of defign. All which 
plainly (hows, may it pleafe your Worfliips, that 
the decay of eloquence, and the little good fer- 
vice it' does at prefcnt, both within and without 
doors, is owing to nothing elfe i;i the world, but 
fliort coats, and the difufe of trunk-hofe. 
We can conceal nothing unde^ ours, Madam, 
worth Jhowing. 



CHAP. XV. 

'I'X R. SLOP was within an ace of being an cx- 
\_^ ception to all this argumentation : for 
happening to have his green baize bag upon his 
knees, when he began to parody my uncle Toby, 
— 'twas as good as the beft mantle in the world 
to him : for which purpof^ when he forefaw the 
fcntence would end in his new-invented foreceps, 



TRISTRAM SHANDY, Geht. tif 

he thruft his hand into the bag, in order to have 
them ready to dap In, when your Reverence* 
took fo much notice of the • * • •, which, had 
he managed, — my uncle Toby had certainly been 
overthrown: the Sentence and the argument in 
that cafe jumping clofcly in one point, lb like 
the two lines which form the falient angle of a 
ravelin, — Dr. Slop would never have given them 
up ;— and my uncle Toby would as foon thought 
of flying, as Caking them by force : but Dr> Slop 
fumbled fo vilely in pulling them out, it took off 
the w^holc effedl ; and, what was a ten times worfe 
evil, (for they felriom come alone in this life) in 
pulling out his forceps, his forceps unfortunately 
drew out the fquirt along with it. 

'When a proportion can be taken in two fen- 
fea* — 'tia a law in difputation. That the rcfpon- 
dent .may reply to which of the two he pleafes, or 
finds moil convenient for him. 'ITiis threw the 
advantage of the argument quite on my uncle 
Toby's fide. " Good God !" cried my uncle 
Toby, " arc children brought into the world with 
*' .a fquirt i 



CHAP. XVI. 

— . TT TPON my honour. Sir, you have 
IJ tore every bit of Ikin quite off 
the back of both my hands, with your foreceps, 
cried my uncle Toby ; and you have crulh'd all 
my kntickles into the bargain, with them, to a 
jelly. Tis your own fault faid Dr. Slop,— 
you fhottld have clinch'd your two fifts together, 
into the form Of a child's head, as I told you, 
and fat firm. ; — I did fo anfwered m^ uncle 

iK,,-,-.,Coo^^ic 
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Toby. ^Tliea tlie poinit of my foreccps Ian 

not been fufficiently arm'd, or the rivet vanti 
dofing, or clfc the cut of my thumb has made 

me a little awkward, or poflibly 'Tis 

well, quoth my father, inteTTupting the detail of 
poffibilitica,— that the experiment was not firft 

made upon my child's headpiece. It would 

not have been a cheiry-ftone the worfc, anfwcr- 
ed Dr. Slop. 1 mantain it, fald my uncle Toby, 
it would have brake the cerebellum, (onlefs, in- 
deed, the fkuU had been as hard as a granado) 
ftnd turned it all into a pcrfeA poflct. Pfliaw! 
replied Dr. Slop, a child's head is naturally as 
foft as the pap of an apple ; — the futures give 
way, — and befidcs, I could bare extracted by 

the feet after. Not you, faid (he 1 rather 

wifh you would begin that way, quoth my fa- 
ther. 

Fray do, ^dded my uncle Toby. 



CHAP. xvn. 

A ND pray, good woman, after all, 

j\ will you take upon you to fay, it 
may not be the child's hip, as well as the child's 
head ? 'Tis mofl certainly the head ! replied the 
midwife. Becaufe, continued Dr. Slop, (turn- 
ing to my father) as poCtive as thcfe oW ladies 
generally arc, — 'tis a point very difficult to know, 
and yet of the grcatcft confcquence to be known j 
becaufe. Sir, if the hip is miftaken for the head, 
there is a polGbility, (if it is a boy) that the for- 
ceps ••**-"**^ -••••• 

—What the pofTibility was. Dr. Slop wiiifper- 
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od Tcrj low to my father and then to my uncle 

Toby. ^Thcrc is no fuch danger, continued 

he,' with the head. No, in truth, quoth my 

father ; but when your poflibility has ta- 
ken place at the hip, — you may as well take off 
the head too. ~ 

It is morally impoffible the reader Ibould 

underltand this, — 'tis enough Dr. Stop undef- 
flood it; fo taking the green baize bag in his 
hand, with the Itflp of Obadiah's pumps, he 
tripp'd pretty nimbly, for a man of his fize, a- 
«rofs the room, to the door, — and from the doot 
was thown the way, by the good old midwife, to 
xAf mother's apartment. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

IT is two hours and ten minutes,-i and Tio 
more, crieil my father, loolting at his 

watch, fince Dr. Slop and Obadiah arrived, — and 
I know not how it happens brother Toby, — but 
to my imagination, it fcems almoft an age. 

— Here — pray, Sir, take hold of my cap,—- 
nay, take the bell along with it, and' my pan- 
touHes too. 

Now, Sir, they are alt at your fervice ; and I 
freely make you a prcfent of 'em, on condition, 
you give me all your attention to this chapter. 

Though my father faid, " he knew not how 
« it happen'd,"Tyet he knew very well how it- 
happen'd; — and at the inftant he fpoke it, was 
predetermined in his mind, to give my uncle 
Toby a clear account of the matter , by a meta- 
phylical diflertation upon the fubje£l of duration, 
and its (imple modes, in order to fliow my uncle 

Vol. I. L 
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TobV) by what mechanifm and mcnfuTiaionsia 
the Diain it came to pafs, that the rapid fuccef* 
fiOH of their ideas, and the eternal fcampcring of 
the difcourfe from one thiug to another, fince Dr. 
Slop had come into the loom, had lengthened 
out fo fliort a period to fo inconceiyablc an ex- 
lent. — " I know not how it happens," cried ray 
father,~-but irfcems an age." 

— Tis owing entirely, quoth my ancle Toby, 
to the fuccellion of our ideas. 

My father who had an itch, in common with 
all poilofophers, of reafoning upon every thing 
which happened, and accounting for it too, — 
propofed infinite pleafure to himfelf in this, of 
the fuccefllon of ideas, and had not the leaft ap- 
prchenfion of having it fnatch'd out of his hands 
by my uncle Toby, who (honeft man !j general-. 
J^ took every thing as it happened ; — and who, 
of all things in the world, troubled his brain the 
lead with abftrufe thinking. The ideas of time 
and ^ace, — or how we came by thefc ideas,— 
or of^whatilufT they were made,— or whether 
they were bom with us, — or we pick'd them up 
aftCTwarde, as we went along, — or whether 
we did it in frocks — or not till we had got inro 
breeches,— with a thoufand other inquiries and 
difputes about infinjtt, pkescience, li- 
berty, NECESSITY, and fo forth, upon whofe 
defperate and unconquerable theories, fo many 
fine heads have been turned and cracked, — never 
did my uncle Toby's the leaft injury at all ; my 
father knew it, — and was no lefs furprized than 
he was difappointcd with my uncle's fortuitous 
folution. 

Do you underltand the theory of that affair ? 
replied my father. 
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Not I, ({uoth my uncle. 

— But you have fome ideas, laid my father, of 
what you talk about ? 

Nq more than my horfe, replied my uncle ■ 
Toby. 

Gracious Heaves ! cried my father, looking 
upwards, and clafping his two hands tagether,— 
there is a worth in thy boneft ignorance, brother 
Toby, — 'twere almoft a pity to exchange it for a 
knowledge — But I'll tell Jhee. — 

To undeiftand what time is aright, without 
which we never can comprehend infinity, info- 
much as one is a portion of the. other, we 
ought feriouily to lit down, and eonfider what 
idea it is we have of duration, fo aa to give a fa- 
tisfaftory account how we came by it. — What 
is that to any body ? quoth ray uncle Toby. 
• For if you will turn your eyes inwards upon 
your mind, continued my father, and obfenre at- 
tentively, you will perceive, brother, that whilft 
you and I are talking together, and thinking and 
fmoking our pipes ; or whilft we receive fuccef- 
fively ideas in our minds, we kndvr that we do cx- 
ifl, and fo we eftimate the exiilence, or the conti^ 
nuation of the exiitence of ourfelves, or any thing 
elfe commenf urate to the fucceflion of any ideas in 
our minds, the duration of ourfelves, or any fuch 
odier thing co-exi'ling with our thinking; — and 
■ fo, according to chat preconceived — You puzzle 
me to death cried my uncie Toby. 

— "^ris owing to this, replied my father, that, 

in our computations of lime, we are fo ufed to 

minutes, hours, weeks, ZoA months, — and. of 

clocks (I wifh tlteie was not a clock in the king- 

L 2 
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dom] Co meafure out their ftrcral poitimts to ns, 
' and to tbofe who belong to us, — that 'cwill be 
veil, if, in time to come, the fucccffion of our 
ideas be of any ufa of fervice to as at all. 

Now, whether we obferve it or not, continu- 
ed my father, in ertry found man's head, there 
is a regular fucccQton of ideas of one fort or o- 
tbcr, which follow each other in train, jull like 
— A train of artillery? faid my uncle Toby. — 
A train of a hddle-ftick I — quoth my fathe r . 
which follow aad fuccccd one another in our 
minds at certain didanccs, jsfk like the images in 
the infide of a lantern, turned Tound by the heat 
of a candle. I declare, 'quoth my uncle Toby, 
mine are more like a fmolcc-jack. Then, brother 
Toby, I have nothing more to fay to you upon 
the fubje£t, faid my father. 



-w^ 



CHAP. XIX. 

THAT a' conjunQure was here 
loft ! My father, in one of his 
bed explanatory moods,— in eager purfuit of a 
metaphyseal point into the very regions where 
clouds and thick darknefs would foon have en- 
compaffed it about ; my uncle Toby, in one of 
the fincft difpofitions for it in the World ; — his 
head like a fmoke-jack ;— the funnel unfwept, 
and the ideas whirling round and round about in 
it, all obfufcated and darkned over with fuligi- 
nous matter !— By the tomb- (tone of Lucian — if 
it is in being, — if not, why then by his alhes ! 
by the afhes- of my dear Rabelais, and dearer 
Cervantes !— my father and my uncle Toby's dif- 
courfe upon time and eternity, — was a dif- 
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coutfe -devoutely to be wlQ>ed for ! and the petu- 
laacy «f .my father's humour, in putting a ftop ^ 
to it, as he did, was a robbery of the OnColOgKlc 
treafury, of fuch a jcwe), as no -cofllition of greac 
occalio:45 and great men, ate ever likely ^o reitorc.^ 
to it a^aio. 



THO' my father perfifted in not going on.' 
with the difcourfc, — yet he could not get 
my uncle Toby's fmoke-jack out of his head :— 
piqued as he was at firlt with it, — there wa* 
fomething in the comparifon, at the bottom, " 
which hit his fancy r for which purpofe, refting 
his elbow upon the table, and reclining the 
right fide of his head upon the palm of his 
hand, — but looking firft ftedfaftly in the fire, — he 
began to commune with himfelf, and philofo- 
phize about it : But his fpirits being wore out 
with the - fatigues of inveftigating new trafts, 
and the conftanC exertion of his facuhies upon 
that. variety of fubjefts which had taken their 
turn in the difcourfe, — the idea of the fmoke- 
jack foon turned all his ideas upfide down, — fo 
that he fell afleep almofl. before he knew what he 
was about. . 

Ai for my uncle Toby, his fmoke-jack had 
not made a dozen revolutions, bcfoi^e he fell a- 

fleep alfo. Peace be with them both! Dr. 

Slop is engaged with the midwife and my mo- 
1-3 
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ther above ftairs. Trim is bufy in turning an 
old pair of jack-boots into a couple of mortals, 
tobt employed in the fiege of MefFma next fum- 
mcr, — and is this inllant boring the touch-holes 
with the point of a hot poker. — All my heroes 
are oS my hands : — 'tis the firft time I have had 
a moment to (pare, and I'll make afe of it, and 
write my prewcCi 
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THE 

AuTB OR '8 PREFACE. 

NO, rU not fay a word about it : — here it is j - 
—in publifbing it,~I have appealed to the 

■world, — and to the world I leave it j it muft- 

fpeak for itfclf.. 

All I know of the matter is, ^when I fat 

down, , my intent was to write a good book; 
and, as far as the tenuity of my under Handing, 
would hold out,— a wife, aye, and a difcrect, 
taking care only, as- 1 went along, to put 
into it all the wit and judgment (be it. more 
or lefs) which the great Author and Beftowcr of 
themhad thought fit originally to give me ; ■ 
fothat, a& your WorQiips fee, — 'tis jull as God 
pleafes. 

Now, Agalalles (fpeaking difpraifingly) fayethj 
That there may be fomc wit in it, for aught he 

knows, but- nojudgment at all. And Trip- 

tolcmus and Fhutaiorius agreeing thereto, aflc. 
How is it poflible.tlicre (houid ? — for that wit and 
judgment -in tlus world never go topcther I'inaf- 
rnuch as they are two oj-craticns, diflering from 
each other as wide as call is from weft. ■ 

So fays Locke : fo are fartingand hicliuping, 

fay I. But, in anfwer to this, Didius the great 
church lawyer, in his codey D« fartandi ct iUuf- 
trandi faUaciis, doth maintain and ni»ke fuily 
appear. That an illuOration is no argument, — 
nor do I maintain the wiping of a looking- glafs 
clean, to be a fyllogifm j— but you all, may it 
L 4 



2f6 The LIFE amo OPINIONS or 

pleafe your Worihips, fee the better for it ; — f» 
that the main good thefc things do, is only to 
clarify the underflanding, previous to the appli- 
cation of the argument itfelf, in order to free it 
from any little motes or fpecks of opacular mat- 
ter, which, if left fwimming therein, might lun' 
dcr a conception, and fpoil all. 

Kow, my dear Anti-Shandeans, and thrice able 
criticks and fellow-labourerg, (for to you I write 

this Preface)' and to you moft fubtle ftatef- 

men and difcreet doflors (do,— 'pull off your 
beards) renowned for gravity and wifdom ;— — 
Monopolos, my politician j — Didius my counfel ; 
— Kyfarcius, my friend ;— Phutatorius,my guide; 
— 4}a(lripheres, the prcfcrvcr of my life ; — Som- 
nolenttus, the balm and rcpofe'of it ; — not for- 
getting all others, as well fleeping as waking, 
■ ecclefiaftical as cifil, whom, for brevi^, 
but out of no refentment to you, I lump all 0^ 
gethcr,——— Believe me, right Worthy, 

My moft zealous wifli and fervent prayer in 
your behalf, and in my own toQ, in cafe the 

thing is not done already for us, is, that the 

great gifts and endowments, both of wit and 
judgment, with every thing which ufually goes 

along with them, fuch as memory, fancy, 

genius, eloquence, quick parts, and what not, 
may this precious moment, without flint or mca- 
fiire, let or hinderance, be poured down, warm 
as each of us could bear it, — fcum and fediment 
■nd alt, (for I would not have a drop loft) into 
the fevcral receptacles, cells, cellules, domi- 
ciles, dormitories, refe£tories, and fpare-placcs of 
our brains, — in fuch fort, that they might con- 
tinue to be injefted and tunn'd into, according 
to the true intent and meaning of my wilh, un- 
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till every veffel of them, both great and fmail, be 
Co replenifhed, faturated, and fill'd up therewith, 
that no more, would it favc a man's life, could 
poITibly be goteither in orout. 

-Blefs US ! — what qoble work we fliould make ! 
— ^how Ihould I tickle it ofF! — and whatfpirita 
ihould I find myfelf in, to be writing away for 
fuch readers !— And you, juft heaven I with wjh^ 
raptures would you (it and read, — But oh ! — 'tis 

too much ; ^I am fick, I faint away deliciqully 

at the thoughts of it! 'tis more than oature 

cat! bear ! Lay hold of me, — I am gid<ly,— 

I am ftone-blind, 1 am dying, 1 am gone 

__— Help! Help! Help! But hold, 

. — I grow foiqetbing better again, for I am begin- 
ning to forcfee, when this is over, thaf as we Ihall 
all of us continue- to be great wits, — we .Ihould 
nevpr agree amongft ourfelves, one day to an end: 

there would be fo much fatire and farca^m, , 

— fcofTmg and flouting, with rallying and repar- 
teeing of it, — thru (ling and parrying in one cor- 
ner lor anothyr, — there would be noibing but mif- 

chief amongft us. Chailo (tars ! what biting 

and fcrat;ching, and what a racket and clatter 
we {hould malcc ! what with breaking of heads, 
andrappingof knuckles, and hitting of fore pla- 
ces, tjierc wouM be ao fuch thing as living for 
us. 

But then, again, as we (hould all of us be 
■ men of great judgment, :W€ Ihould make up 
matters as faft as ever they went wrong ; — and " 
though we (hould abominate each other, ten 
times worfc than fo many devils or devilefle.s, 
wc fliould neverthelefs, my dear creatures, fee 

all courtefy and kindnefs, milk and Itoney} 

■ -■ — 'twould be afccond land o£ proraifey— — a 
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paradire upon eartli, if there was fwch a thing to 
be had ;-^lb that, upon the whole,iJve fliould bare 
done well enough. 

Alllfret and fume at, and what moll ditlrcf- 
fea mjr invention at prefent.is, how to brii^ the 
point itfelf to bear ■, — for, as your Worfliips well 
know, that, of thefe heavenly emanations of wit 
and judgment, which I have fo bountifully wiflied 
both for your Woiftiips and myfelf, — there is but 
a certain quantum ftored up for us all, for the ufc 
and behoof of the whole race pi mankind ; — and 
fuch fmall modicums of 'em are only fent forth 
into this wide world, circulating here and there 
in one bye comer or another, — and in fuch narrow 
llreamE, and at fuch prodigious intervals from 
each other, that one wjjuld wonder how it holds 
out, or could be fufficient for the wants and 
emergencies of fo many great Hates and populous 
empires. 

Indeed there is one thing to be conCdercd, 
that in Nova Zcmbia, North Lapland, and in aH 
thofe cold and dreary trails of the globe, which, 
ly more direftiy under the anick and antarick 

circles, where the whole province of a manS 

concernments lies, for near nine months toge- 
ther, within the narrow compafs of his cave,— 
. where the fpirits are com[»%fled almoft )p no- 
thing, — and where the paffioiis of a man, with 
every thing which belongs to them, are as fri- 
gid as the zone itfelf; there, the Icaft 

quantity of judgment imagiHablc docs the bufi- 
ncfs ;— and of wit, — there is a total and an ab- 
folute faving ; — for, ae not one fpark is wanted,— 
to not one fpark ij given. Angels and miniilers 
ef grace defend us!— What a difmal thing would 
it hcve been to hare governed a kingdom, to have 
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Fought a battle, or made a treaty, or run a match* 
or wrote 3 book, or got a child, or held a provin- 
cial chapter there, with fo plentiful a lack of wit 
and judgment about us! For mercy's fakii, let us 
think no more about it, but travel on, as faft ai 

we can, fouthwards into Norway, crofling 

over Swedeland, if you pleafe, through the fmall 

' triangular province of Angermania,to the lake of 
Bothnia ; coafting along it through Eaft and Weit. 
Bothnia, down to Carelia, and fo on, through all 
thofe ftales and provinces wliich border upon the 
far fide of the Gulf of Finland, and the noith-eaft 
of the Baltick, up to Pcterlburg, andjuft ftcpping 

into Ingria;- then (Iretching over, dirc»^ly 

from thence, through the north parts of the Rut- 

(jan empire leaving Siberia a little upon the 

left haiid,tillwc get into the very heart of iheKuf- - 
fian and Afiatick Tartary. - 

^ Now, through this long, .tour which I have led 
you, you ohfcrve the good. people ate better off by 



far,-than in the polar countries which we have ^ 

left :-! for, if you hold- your hand over your- 

eycs, and- look very attentively, you may perceive- 
fome fmall glimmerings (as it were) of wit, with 
a. comfortable provilionAf good plain houlliold 
judgment, which, taking ihe quality and quantit]r. 
of it together* they make a very good fhift with j 
a nd, had they more of either the one or 
the' other, it woirid dcltroy the proper balance be- 
twixt them, — and I amfaiisCed, moreover, they- 
would want occaJions to put them to ufe. . 

Now, Sir, if I conduct you home again into 

thia warmer and more luxuriant iflana, where 

you perceive tlie fpring-tide of our blood and 

biimoure run high,-~where we have more ambi- 
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tion,and pride, and envy, and lechery, and other 
whorefon pafllons upon our hands to govern and 
fabjefl to reafon ; — the height of our wit, and the 
depth of our judgment, you fee, are ciafliy pro- 
jTOTtionedto the length and breadth of ournecef- 
lities ;— and accordingly, we have them fent down 
amongft us in fuch a flowing liind of decent and 
creditable plenty, that no one thinks be has any 
<;aufe to complain. 

It muft, however, be coofelled on this head, 
that, as our air blows hot and cold, — '■ — ^ — wet 
and dry, ten times in a day, we hare them in 

no regular and fettled way^- fo that fome- 

times, for near half a century together, Acre 
ihall be very little wit or judgment, either tobc 

fecn or heard of amongft us-: the fmalt 

channels of them {hall feem quite dried up,-: — 
then, all of a fudden, the fluices (halt break out 
and take a fit of running again like fury j— you 

would think they would never flop : and 

then it is, that -m writing and fighting, and 
twenty other gallant things, we drive alt the world 
before us. 

It 18 by ihefc obfervations, and a wary reafon- 
ing by analogy in that kind of argumentative pro- 
ccfs, which Suidas calls diale^ick Wu^ion, — 
that I draw and fet up this polition as moll true, 
and veritable,— 

That of thefe two luminaries, fomuch of their 
irradiations ate fuffcred from time to time to (hinc 
down upon us, as He, whofe infinite wifdom, 
which difpcnfes every thing in esaft weight and 
meafure, knows will juft ferve to light us on our 
way, in this night of our obfcurity i fo that your 
Reverences and Worfiiips now find 6ut, nor is it" 
a moment longer in my power to conceal it from 
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you, That the fervent wifti in your l>ehalf with 
which I fet out, was no more than the firft 

■ iiifinuating How d'ye of ;i careffmg prcfaccr, 
ftifling his reader, as a lover fomctimes does 'a 
coy miftrcfB, into filcnce. For alaa ! could thia 
effufion of light have been as eafily procured, 

as the exordium wiHied it 1 tremble to think 

how many thoufands, for it, of benighted tra- . 
Tellers (in the learned fdences at leaft) mull 
have groped and blundered on in the dark, all 
the nights of iheir lives, — running their beads 
againlt pofts, and knocking out their brains with- 
out ever getting, to their journey's end 5 — 

fome falling with their nofes perpendicularly in- 
to ftinks, — others, horizontally, with their tails 
into kennels. Here one half of a learned pro- 
felTion tilting full butt againlt the other half ot 
it, and then tumbling and rolling, one over the 

Other in the dirt, like hogs. Here, the 

brethren of another profelTion, who ftiould have 
run in oppofition to each other, fiying, on ih« 
contrary, tike a flock of wild gccfe all in a row, 
the fame way.-— ^ — ^What confufion ! — what 

rniltakcs ! fiddlers and painters judging by 

their eyes and ears — admirable ! — trolling to the 
palTions excited in an air fung, or a flory painted 
to the heart, — inftead of meafuring them by a 
quadrant. 

In the fore ground of thia pifture, a ftatefman 
turning the political wheel, like a brute, the 
wrong way round — again ft the ftream of corrup- 
tion — by heaven ! inftcad otf with it. 

In this corner, a fon of the divine i^fculapius, 
writing a book againit predcftination ; perhapS' 

. "worl'e, — feeling his patient's pulfe, inftcad of his 
apothecary'^— —A brotheiof the faculty in the 



aja Ths. life a«d OPINIONS or 

back ground upon his knees in tears,— drawing 
ihc curtains of a mangled viflim, to beg his for- 
gitrcncfs,'— offering a. fce^ inftead of taking 

In that fpacious hall, a coalition of the gown, 
from all the bars of it, driving a damn'd, dirtj, 
vexatious caufc before them, with all theii might 

and main, the wrong way; kicking it out of 

the great doors inltead of in,— and with, fuch 
fury in their looks, and fuch a degree of invete- 
racy in their manner of kicking it, as if the 
laws. had been originally made for the peace and 

prefervatton of mankind ; ■ perhaps a more 

enormous miftake committed by them ftill, 

a litigated point fairly hung up ; for iiiftance. 

Whether John o'Nokcs his nofc could ftaod in 
Tom o'Stiles his face, without a trefpafs, or not, 
■ raflily determined by them in five and twen- 
ty minutes, which, with the cautious pro's and 
CDn.'s rec|uired in fo intricate a proceeding, might 
have taken up as many mouths, — and ^ i£ car* 
ried on upon ih& military plan, as your Honours 
know .an Action fliould be, with all the ftra- 

tagems pradlicable therein, — fuch as feints, 

forced marches,? — — furpiizes, — ambufcades, 

malk batteries, and a thoufand other ftrokes of 
g,;ncraHhip, which conlift in catching at all ad- 
vantages on both fides, — might reafonably 
have laltedthem as many years, 6nding food and 
raiment all that term for a ccntumvirate of the 
profeffiou. 

As. for the clergy No— ^i^ if I fay 

a word a^:iin(t them, I'll be fhot. 1 

have no detire ; — and belides, if I had,— ——I 

durft not for my foul touch upon the ful^cjfl- ■ 

With fuch weakncrTeaaadfpirit3,anditi tliecon- 
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ditioni am in at prcfentt 'twould be as much as 
mj life waa worth, to dcjcA and contrift mjrfelf 
-with fo fad and melancholy an account j — —and 
therefore) 'tisfaferto draw a curtain acrofs, and 
haften from it, as fall aa I caji, to the main and 
principal poinc I have undertaken to clear up — and 
that is. How it comes to pafs, that your men of 
leaft wit arc reported to be men of mod judg- 
ment.— ^But mark,-— I fay, reported to be, — 
for it -is no more, my' dear Sirs, than a report, 
and which, like twenty others taken up every day 
upon trufl, I maintain to be a.rile and a malicious 
report into the bargain. 

This, by the help of the obfervations already 
premifcd, and I hope already weighed and per- 
pended by your Reverences and Worlhips, I fhall 
forthwith make appear. 

I hate fet diflertations, — and, above all things 
in the world, 'tis one of the fillieft things in one 
of them, to darken your hypothefis by placing si 
number of tall opaque words, one before ano- 
ther, in a right Hne, betwixt your own and your 
reader's conception,-— whea, in alt likelihood, 
if you had looked about, you might have feen 
fomething ftanding, or hanging up, which would 
have cleared the point at once . " For what 

" hinderance, hurt or harm, dotli the laud- 
" able deCre of knowledge bring to any man, 
'■ if even from a fot, a pot, a fool, a ftool, 
'* a w inter- mittain, a truckle for a pully, the 
" hd of- a goldfmith's crucible, an,oil bottle, 

" an old flipper, or a cane chair f^ 1 

am this moment fitting upon one. Will you 
give xx\e leave to illuftratc this affair of wit and 
judgment by the two knobs on the lop of the 
back of it ? — — ' They are falten'd on, you fce^ 
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with two pegs ftudL llighdy into two gimlet- ' 
iioles, and will place what I have to fay in fo 
clear a light, as to let you fee through the drift 
and meaning of my whole preface, as plainly as 
if every point and particle of it was made up <tf 
ftin'beams. 

I enter now dirc^lly upon the point. 

■ Here ftands wit, and there 

Aandsjudgmcnt,clofc be&deit, juft like the two 
knc^ I'm fpeaking of, upon the back of thi» 
felf'fune chair on which I am sitting. 

Yon fee, they are the higheft and 
moft ornamental part of its frame— as wit and 
judgment are of ours,- — and, like them too, in- 
dubitably both made and fitted to go tot^eiher, 
in order, as we fay in all fach cafes of duplicated 
embellilhments,— to anfwer one another. 

Now, for the fake of an eiperiment, and for 
the clearer illuftrating this matter, — let us for a 
moment, take off one of thefe two curious or- 
niamcnts (I care not which) from the point or 

pinnacle of the chair it now Hands on ; nay, 

don't laugh at it.—— — But did yoo ever fee 
in the whole courfe of your lives fuch a ridicu- 
lous buHnefs as this has made of it? 

Why, 'tis as miferable a light as a fow with one 
cat ; andth^re isjuft as much fen lie and fymme- 

try in the one, as in tbe other ; do,— 

pray get off your feats, only to take a view of 
it.— —Now, would any man, who valued his 
charafler a.ftraw, have turned a piece of work 

out of his hand in fuch a condition ! nay, lay 

your hands upon your J^earts, and . anfwer this 
plain queftion, Whether this one Cngie knob, 
which now (lands here like a blockhead- by itfelf, 
can ferve any purpofe upon earth, but to put one 
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m mind of the want of the other ?~an<l )et me 
farther alk, in cafe the chair was your own, if 
you would not in your confciences think, rather 
than be as it is, that it would be ten times better 
without any knob at all ? 

Now, thefe two knobs— or top ornaments 
of the roind of man, which crown the whole 
entablature, being, as I faid, wit and judg- 
ment, which, of all others, as I have proved it, 

are the moft needful,-: the mod priz'd, — the 

mofl: calamitous to be without, and consequent- 
ly the hardeft to come at j for all thefe rca- 

fons put together, there is not a mortal amongll 
UB, fo deftitutc of a love of good fame or feed- 
ing, or fo ignorant of what will do hira 

eood therein, who does not wifli and ftcd- 

fadly refolve in his own mind, to be, (^ to be 
though^, at leaft, mafi:er of the one or the other, 
and, indeed, of both of them, if the thing feema 
any way feafible, or likely to be brought to pafs. 

Now, your grave gentry having little or no kind 

of chance in aiming at the one, unlcfs they 

laid hold of the other, pray what do you 

tiiink would become of them ?■- • — Why, Sirs, 
in fpight of all their gravities, they muft e'en 
have been contented to have gone with their in- 

fides naked : -'this was not to be born, but 

by an effort, of phitofophy not to be fuppoied in 
the cafe we are upon, — fo that no one could well 
have been angry with them, had they been fa- 
tisfied with what little they could have Tnatched 
up and fecreted under their cloaks and great pc-> 
riwigs, had they not raifed a hue and cry at the 
fame time againil the lawful owners. 

I need not tell your Worlhips, that this was 
done with fo much cunning and artifice—' — that 
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the great LocVe, who was feldom outwitted b^ 

falfe founds, was nevcrthclefs bubbled here. 

The cry, it fecms, was fo deep and folcmn a 
one, and, what with the help of great wigs, grave- 
faces, and other implements of deceit, was ren- 
dered fo general a one againft the poor wits in 
this matter, that the philofopher himfelf was- 

dcceived by it : it was his glory to free the- 

world &om the lumber of a thoufand vulgar ei^ 
rors, ■ ■ ■ but this was not-of the number-, fo 
that, inftead of fitting down cooly, as fuch a phi- 
lofopher fliould hare done, to have examined 
the matter of fafl before he philofophized upon 
it} on the contrary, he took the fact for grant- 
ed, and fo joined in with the cry, and halloo'd it 
as boifleroiilly as the reft. 

This has been made the magna charts of flu- 

piditycvcr fincc; but your R c ver cnc ea-plainly 

fee it has been obtained in fuch a manner, that 

the title to it is not worth a groat; which by 

the bye, is one of the many and vile impofiiions 
which gravity and'grave folks have to aniwer fop 
hereafter. 

As for great wigs, upon which I may be 
thought to have fpoken my mind too freely,~l 
beg leave to qualify whatever has been unguarde 
cdly faid to their difpraife or prejudice, by one 
genera) declaration—— That I have no ab- 
horrence whatever, nor do I dctcft and abjure 
either great wigs or long beards, — any farther 
than what I fee they are befpokc and let grow, 
on purpofe to carry onthiafclf-fameimpodure'— 
for any purpofe, — Peace be with them !— (C^Maik 
only — 1 write not for them. 
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EVERY day, for at leaft ten years together, 
did my father rcfolve to have it mended 

'tis not mended yet : no family 

but ours, would have born with it an hour, 
and, what is mo(l allonifliing, there was not a 
fubjcfl in the world upon which my father was 
fo eloquent, as upon that of door-hingea ; ■ ' 
and yet at the fame time, he was certainly one 
of the greated bubbles to them, i think, that 
hiftory can produce : his rhetorick and conduA 
were at perpetual handy-cuffs. ■ . Never 

did the parlour dobr open— but his philofophy 
or his principles fell a viftim to it ; ' three 
drops of oil with a feather, and a fmart ftrofcc 
of a hammer, had faved his honour for ever. 

■> — — ■Inconliftent foul that man is !— — .^ 
languiihtng under wounds which he has the 
power to heal !— — ^— his whole life a contradic- 
tion to his knowledge J his reafon, that 
precious gift of God to him— (inftead of pour- 
ing in oil} ferving but to fharpen his fenfibili* 

ties, -to multiply his paini! and render him 

more melancholy and uneafy under theml-^ 

Poor unhappy creature that he (hould dofo ! 

Are not the neceffary caufes of mifcry in this 
life enow, but he muft add voluntary ones to his 

ftockof forrow, ftrugglc againft evils which 

cannot be avoided, and fubmit to others, which 
a tenth part of the trouble they create him, weuld 
remove from his heart for ever ? 

By all that is good and virtuous ! if there arc 
three drops of oil to be got, and a hammer to 
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be found within ten miles of Shandy-Hall, 

the parlour door binge fliall be mended this reign. 



CHAP. xxn. 



VTT^EN Corporal Trim had broughtjiis tvo 
W wiortarB to bear, he was delighted with hb 
handy- work above mcafurc ^ and knowing vhat a 
l^eaiJire it would be to his mafter to fee t^m, he 
was not able to reJift the defire be had of carrying 
them diTeflly into his pulou^. 

Now, ncjt to the moraUeftm I h»d in liew, 
in menuoning the afTatr of hmges, I had a fpecn- 
lative conGderation arifing out of it» and it u. 
diis. ' 

. Had the parlonr door open'd and turn'd «pon 
its hinges, as a door ihould do — 

i — - — Or, f«r example, as ctewcriy^u -onr- 

gOFcrnmcnt has been turning upon its hinges,— " 
(that is, in cafe things have all along gone well 
with your Worftiip — — otherwife I give np ray 
£mile] — in this cafe, I fay, there had been no 
dangcreithcTtomaftcror man in Corporal Trim's 
peeping in : the. moment he had beheld my f a- ■ 

tlicr and my uncle Toby fafl: aflcCp, tf>e re- 

fp^ftfulnefs of his carriage was fuch, he wouU 
have retired as ftlent as deaths and left them \xrth 
in their arm-chairs, dreaming as happy as he 
had found them ; but the thing was, morally 
fpcalnng, fo very imprafticabk, that for, the ma- 
. iiy years in which this hinge was fuffercd to be 
out- of order, andamongft the hourly f^ieranccs 

my father fubraitted to upon its account, — 

this was one, that, he never folded his arms to 
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t&ke his nap stfter dinner ; but the l^ougbts of be- 
iag unaToidably awakened bf the 6rft perfon who 
Ihonld open the doOr, wag atways uppermoft in 
bU imaguiation, atid fo incefiantlf ftepp'd in be- 
twixt him and the firil balmy prrfage of his re- 
pofe, as to -rob him, aa he often declared, of the 
-whole fwectv of it.' 

« "When things move upon bad hinges, an' 
plcafe your Worlhips, how can it be othctwifc ?" 

Pray what's the matter ? Who is there ? ori«d 
my famer, wiUting the moment the dpor began 
to creak.— ^— — I wiOi the fmith would give a 
peep at that confounded hinge. — 'Tis nothing, 
an' pleafe your Honour, faid Trim, but two 

mortars I am bringing in. They (han't 

make a clatter with them here, cried my father 
haftily.' ' If Dr. Slop has any drugs to 

pound let him do it in the kitchen. May 

it plcafe your Honour, cried Trim, they are 

two mortar-pieces for a fiege next fummer, 
which I huve been making out of a pair of jack- 
boots, which Obadiah told me your Honour had 
left ofivwearing. — By heaven I cried my father, 

fpringing out of his chair as he fwore, 1 

have not one appointment belonging to ine, 
which I fet fo much Aore by, as I do by thefe 
jack-boots : they were our great-grandfather's, 

brother Toby, they were hereditary,' Then I 

fear, quoth my uncle Toby, Trim has cut off 
the entail.—— I have only cut off the tops, an' 
pleafe your Honour, cried Trim.— —Zounds ! I 
hate perpetuities as much as any man alive, 
cried my father ; but thefe jack-boOts, conti- 
nued he, (fmiling, though very angry at the 
fame time) have been in the family, btoiher, e- 
ver fmce the citiI wars :— 5ir R<^er Shandy wore 
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them at the battle of Marftoo-Moor— 4 declare I 
would not have taken ten pounds for tbcm.-^— 
111 pajr you the money, l»^othci Shandy^ qnoth 
my uncle Tobyt looking at the two mortars with 
iniinite pleafurCj and putting his band into his 

breeches-pocket, as he Tiewed them 111 pay 

you the ten pounds this moment, with all my 
heart and foul. 

Brother Toby, replied my father, alttiing his 
tone, you care not what money you diflipatc and 
throw away, provided, continued he, 'tis but ui^ 
on a ficge.— Have I not an hundred and twenty 
pounds a year befides my half-pay ? cried my 
uncle Toby,— —What !s that, replied my father, 
haftily,— to ten pounds for a pair of jack- 
boots ?— twelve guineas for your pontoons ?— 
half as much for your Dutch drawbridge! — to 
fay nothing of the train of little brafs artillery 
you befpeke lalt week, with twenty other prepa- 
rations £er (he fiege of MefGna : believe me, dear 
brother Toby, continued my father, taking him 
kindly by the hand,— thefc military operations of 
yours arc above your ftrcngth ;— -you mean well, 

Mother but they carry you into greater cxpen- 

CC3 than you were at firft aware of ; — and, take my 
word, dear Toby, they will in the end quite 
ruin your fortune, and m?ke a beggar of you. 
"What frgnifies it if they do, broMier, replied my 
uncle Toby, fo long as we know 'tis for the good 
of the nation ? 

My father could not help fmiling for his foul ; 
—his anger at the worfl, was never more than a 
fpark ; — and the zeal and fimplidty of Trim,— 
and the generous (though hobby-horfical] gal- 
lantry of my uncle Toby, brought him into per- 
fc^ good humour with them in an inftant. 
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Generous fouls ! God profper you both, and 

vour mortar-pieces too, quoth my father to him- 
felf. 



CHAP. XXllI. 



A LL is quiet and huHi cried my ^ther, at 

/"X leaft above ftairs-^ 1 hear not one foot 

mrring, Pri'ihcc Trim, who is in the 

kitchen ? There is not one foul in the kitchen, 
anfwered Trim malting a low bow as he fpoke, 

except Dr. Slop. Confufion J cried raj 

father, (getting up upon his legs a fecond time] 
— not one Cngle thing has gone right ihis day ! 
Had I faith in altrology, brother, .{which, by the 
bye, my father had) I would have fworn fomc 
retrogade planet was hanging over this unfortu- 
nate houfe of mine, and turning every indivi- 
dual thing in it out of its place. ■ — Why, 

I thought Dr. Slop had been above ftairs with 

my wife, and fo faid you. What can 

the fellow be puzzling about in the kitchen .'■— 
He is bufy, an' plcafe your iionour, replied Trim, 

in making a liridgc. 'Tis very obliging in 

him, quoth my uncle Toby ; pf'-'y g'^c "^y 

humble fervice xo Dr. Slop, Trim, and tell him 
I thank him heartily. 

You muft know my uncle Toby miflook the 
bridge as widely as my father miflook the mor- 
tars J- but^ to underltand how my uncle Toby 

could miftake the bridge, I fear I mull give 

you an exafl account of tjie road which led to 
It ; -or, to drop my metaphor, (for there 
js nothing more diflioncll in an hiflorian, than 
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the ufc of one)- —in order to conceive the 

protnbility of this error in my uncle Toby aright, 
I muft give yon fome account of an adventure 
of Trim's, though much againft my will ; I fay, 
much ag^nft my will, only bccaufe the fiory, 
in one fenfe, is certainly out of its place here; 
for, by right, it fhould come in, either amongll 
the anecdotes of my uncle Toby's amours with 
Widow Wadman, in which Corporal Trim was no 

mean aflor. or elfe in die middle of his 

and my uncle Toby's campaigns on the bowling- 
green, — for it will do very well in cither place : 
■ but then if I rcfcrve it for either of thofe 

farts of my ftory, 1 ruin the ftory I'm upon ; 

•^and if I tell it here, — I anticipate matters, and 
tiiin it there. 

"What would your Worihips Have me to do 
in this cafe ? 

• ^Tell it Mr. Shandy, by all means. — Yo« 

arc a fool, Ttiftram, if you do. 

ye .Powers! (for powers ye arc, and great 

ones too) which enable mortal man to tell a 

ftory worth the hearing, — — —that kindly fhow 
him, where he is to begin it, and where he is 
to end it, — wliat he is to put into it, and what 

he is to leave out, ho.w much of it he is to 

cafl into (hade, and whereabouts he is to throw 

his light ! -Ye who prcfide over this' 

vaft empire of biographical freebooters, and fee 
how many fcrapcs and' plunges your fubjc^s 
hourly fall into — will you do one thing .' 

1 beg and bcfecch you, (in cafe you will do 
nothing better for us) that wherever, in any 
part of your dominie*;, it fofalls out, that three 

t ieveral roads meet in one point, as they have done 
t here,— —that at Icaft you fct up a guide- 
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poft, in the centre of them, in mere charity, to 
dire£l an uncertain devil> which of the three he 
is to take. 

CHAP, XSIV. 

r-|THO' the Oiock my uncle Tobj received the 
- J-^ yenr after the demolition of Dunkirk, in 
his affair with Widow Wadman, had fixed hint 
in a rcfolntion, never more to think of the fcx, 
— or of aught which belonged to it ;- — ^yet Cor- 
poral Trim had made no fuch bargain with him- 
iyf. Indeed, in my uncle Toby's cafe, there wai 
A llrangc and unaccountable concurrence of cir- 
cumflancesj which infenCbly drew him in to lay 

(iege to that fair and ftrong citadel. In Trim's 

cafe, there was a concurrence of nothing in the 
world, hut of him and Bridget in the kitchen ; 

though in truth, the love and veneration he 

bore his m after was fuch, and fo fond was he of 
imitating him in all he did, that had my uncle 
Toby employed his time and genius in tagging 
of points, — I am perfuadcd the honcfl Corporal 
would have laid down his arms, and followed 
his example with plcafure. WhcHj therefore, my 
uncle Toby fat down before the miftrefs, — Cor- 
pora Trim incontinently took ground before the 
mard. ■ 

; Now my dear friend Garrick, whom I have 
fo -much caiife to eftecm and honour, — (why, or 
wherefore, *tis no matter) — can it cfcape your pe- 
netration, — I defy it,— that fo many play-wrights, 
aTfd opificcrstof chit-chat have erer flncc been 
working upoirTrJin's and my'uncic Toby's pat- 
tttrris ?^— rl care' ibt whit ^^^rlftotlc, or Pacu- 
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vius; or Boflii, or Ricabom, taj — (though I nerer 
read one of them) — there is not a greater diSer- 
ence between a Cngle-horfe chair and Madam 
Pompadour's vis-a-TiB, than betwixt a Cngle 2- 
mour, and an amour thus nobly doubled, and go- 
ing upon all four, prancing throughout a grand 
drama.— —Sir, a fimplc, Gngle, 61Iy a^ur of that 
kind, — is quite loll in Etc aus ;-^but that is aci> 
ther here nor there. 

After a ferics of attacks and repulfet in a 
courfe of nine months on my uncle Toby's quar- 
ter, a moft minute account of every particular 
-of which (hall be given in its proper place, my 
uncle Toby, honeft man ! found it neceSary to 
draw off his forces and raife the £egc fomewhat 
indignantly. 

Corporal Trim, as I faid, had made no fuch 
bargain, cither with himfelf — or with any one 
clfe ; — the fidelity, however, of his heart, not fuf- 
fering him to go into a houle which bis mafter 
had forfaken with difguft, — ho contented himfeif 
with turning his part of the fiege. into a blockade, 

——that is he kept others off ;— for though he 

never after went to the houfe, yet he never met 
Bridget in the village, \^t he would cither nod, 

or wink, or fmile, or Jook kindly at her; ojr 

(a^ ciicumftances direGcd) he would fhake her 
by the hSnd,— -or aik her lovingly how fhe did, 

^-or would giv^her a riband-j and now and 

-then, though never but when it could be done 
with decorum would give Bridget a 

Frecifely in this fituation did thefe things lUnd 
for five years, that is, from the demolition of 
Dunkirk in the year thirteen, to the latter end of 
my uncle Toby's campaign i^ th^,ye^r eighteen, 
which was about fix or feven weeks bepw the 
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time I am fpealcing of, when Trim, as liia 

cuftom wag, after he had put my nacle Toby to* 
bed, going down one moon-fhiny night to fee 
dut every thing was right at his fortifications, 
—-in the lane feparated from the bowling-green 
^vith fiow'iing ihrubs and holly,— —he efpicd his 
S ridge t. 

As the Corporal thought there was nothing in 
•he world fo well worth fhowing as the glorious 
works which he and my uncle Toby had made, 
Trim couneoufly and gallantly took her by the 
Iiand, and led her in : — This was not done fo 
privately, but that the foul-mouth'd trumpet of 
Fame carried it from ear to car, till at length it 
teach 'd my father's ; with this untoward circum- 
ftance along with it, that my uncle Toby's curi- 
ous draw-bridge, conftru^ed and painted after 
the Dutch falhion, and which went quite acrofs 
the ditch,— was broke down, and fumehow or 
either crufli'd all to pieces that very night. , 

My father, as you have obferved, had no great 

efteem for my uncle Toby's hobby-horfe, he 

thought it the moft ridiculous hotfe that ever 
gentleman mounted ; and, indeed, unleis my un- 
cle Toby vexed him about it, could never think 

of it once, without fmiling at it ; fo that it 

never could get lame, or happen any mifchancej . 
but it tickled my father's imagination beyond 
mcafurc i but this being an accident much more 
to his humour than any one which had yet bcr. 
fall'n it, it proved an inexhauftible fund of en-' 

tertainmcnt to him Well, — but dear Toby:! 

my father would fay, do tell mcferiouflyhow tliis- 

^Bair of the bridge happened. How canyon 

tcaze me fo much about it ? my uncle Toby 

would reply, 1 have told it you twenty tunes, 

M a 

iK,,-,-.,Coo^^lc 



3+6' Tub life akb OPINIONS o» 

\i>or<J for *ord as Trim told it mc. Prithee, 

how was it thch, Corponl ? my father would cry, 
turning to Trim.-^— It was a mere misfortune, 
an' picafe your Honour ;— — I was fhowing Mrs. 
Bridget our fortifications, and, in going too near 
the edge of the fofse, I unformnatrly dipt in. — 
Very well. Trim ! my father would crjy— (fciit' 
ing m^crioufly, and giving a nod, — but with- 
out intemipting him)— and being iink'd fait, 
an' pleafe your Honour, aim in arm with Mrs. 
BridG;et, 1 dragg'd her after me, by means of 
whicn, fhe fell backwards fofs againft the bridge. 
——And Trim's foot ■(my uncle Toby would 
cry,' taking the ftory out of his mouth) getting 
into the cuvette, he tumbled full againft the 
bridge too. — — It was a thoufand to one, my 
uncle Toby would add, that the poor fellow did 
not break his leg.— — Ay, truly, my father would 
fay,~a limb is foon broke, brother Toby, in fuch 

encounters. Andfo, an' pleafe your Honour, 

the bridge, which your Honour knows was a very 
flight otic, was broke down betwixt us, and fpltn- 
tered all to pieces. 

At other times, biit tfpecially when my uncle 
Toby was fo unfonunatc as to fay a fyllalrfe about 
canons, bombs, or petards, — my father would 
cxhauft all the ftores of his eloquence (which in- 
deed Wf re very great) in a pancgyrick upon the 
BaTTERiiiG-RAMs of thc ancicuts, — the vinea 
■which Alexander made ufe of at the Gegc of 
•Jj'yr?; — ^Hc would tell my uncle Toby of the 
catApultae of thc Syrians, which threw fuch 
ihonftrous ftones fo many hundred feet, and fhook 
thc ftrongeft bulwarks from their very founda- 
ion ; ^he would go on, and defcribe thc won- 
derful mechanifm d the bsllista, which TlSaf 
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ccllinus makes fo much rout about, — the terrible 
cfleAs of the PTR4B0L1, which caft fire, — the 
danger of the terebka and Scorpio, which 
caft javelitis.— '^But what are thefe, would he 
fay, to (he deftruftive machinery of Corporal 
Trim I— Believe me, brother Toby, no bridge, or 
baftion, or fally-port that erer was confl.ru£led in 
this world, can hold out againfl fuch artiHery. 

My uncle Toby would never attempt any de- 
fence againd the force of this ridicule, but th^ 
of redoubling the vehemence of fmoking his pipe i 
in doing which, he railed fo denfe a vapour otic 
night after fupper, that it fet my father, who was 
a little phtilical, into a fudocating fit of violent 
coughing : my uncle Toby leap'd up, without 
feeling the pain upon his groin, — ^nd, with in- 
finite pity, flood befide his brother's chair,tapping 
his back with one hand, and holding his head 
mhh the other, and from time to time wiping his 
eyes with a clean cambrick handkerchief, which 

hepult'dout of bis pocket. The a&ftionate 

and endearing manner in which my uncle Toby 
did thefe little ofEccs,— cut my father thro' his 
reins, for the pain he had juft been giving him. 
. May my brains be knock'd out with a bat- 
tering-ram, or a catapulta, I care not which, 
quoth my father to himfelf, — if ever I infult this 
worthy foul more ! • ■ 

M 3 . 
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CHAP. XXV. 

THE draw-bridge being bdd irreparable. 
Trim was ordered direflljr to (et about ano- 
ther ; but not upon the fame model ; for Car- 
dinal Alberoni's intrigues at that time being di(- 
covered, and my upde Toby rightly forefeeing 
that a flame would inftantly break out betwixt 
Spain and the Empire, and that the c^Krations of 
the enfuing campaign, muft, in all likelihoodi be 
cither in Naples or Sicily, — he determined upon 
an Italian bridge, — (my uncle Toby, by the bye, 
was not far out in his conje^ures) ; — but my fa- 
ther, wlu} Was infinitely the better polirician, and 
took the lead as far of my uncle Toby in the ca- 
binet, as my uncle Toby took it of him in the 
field, — convinced him, that if the King of Spaia 
Kndthe Emperor went together by the ears, that 
England &nd France and Holland mult, by force 
of their pre-engagcmcnts, all enter the lilts too i 
■ ■ and if fo, he would fay, the combatants, bro 
ther Toby, as fuie as we arc alive, will fall to it 
again pell-mell, upon the old prize-fighting ftagc 
of Flanders : — then what will you do with your 
Italian bridge ? 

—We will go on with it, then, upon the old . 
model, cried my uncle Toby. 

When Corporal Trim had about half fimlhed it 
in that ftylc, — my uncle Toby found out a capital 
defeat in it, which he had never throughly con- 
fidcrcd before. It turned, it feems, upon [hinges 
at both ends of it, opening in the middle, one 
half of which turning to one fide of the fofse, and 
the other to tlni other j the advantage of which 
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was tliis,tliat, by dividing the weight of the bridge 
into two equal portions, it empowered laj unctc 
TobyW raife itup, or let it down with the end 
of his crutch, and with one hand, which, as his 

Jrarriroii was weak, was as much as he could well 
pare j —but the difadvantages of fuch aconftruc- 
tion were infurmountable, — for, by this means, he 
would fay, I leave one half of my bridge in my 
enemy's pofTeflion, — and pray of what ufe n the 
other ? 

The natural remedy for this, was, no doubt, to ' 
hRve his bridge faft only at one end with hinges, - 
fo that the whole might be^lifted up together, and 
'ftand bolt upright ;~— but that was rejefled, for 
the reafon given abovei 

For a whole week after, he was determined iii ' 
bis mind to have one of that particular conltnic- 
rion which 'iG-made to draw back horizontally, to 
hinder a palTage ; and to thruft forwards again 

to gain a palTage, of whicH fort your WorihipB 

might have feen three famous ones at Spires be- 
fore its dellruftion, — and one now at Brifac, if. I 
miftake not i— but my father advifed my uncle 
Toby, with great eameftnefs, to have nothing 
more to-dowith. thru&ing bridges ,-^^and my 
tmcle forefceingj.Hioreovcrjthat it would but per- 
petuate the memory of the Corporal's misfortune* 
-^he changed his mind, for that of the Marquis 
d' Hopitai's invcriion,- — which the younger Ber- 
noulli has fo well and learnedly defcribed, ag 
your Worftiips may fee, — A£t. Erod. LipC an. 
1695 :— to thefe a lead weight is an eternal ba- 
lance, and keeps watch as well as a couple of 
centinels, in as much as the conftrufiion of them 
wasa<:urve line approiircadng to a cycloid,— if 
not a cycloid itfelf, 

M4 , 
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Mf uncle Toby underftood the oatuTc of a pa- 
rabolaas well ni any^ man in England, — but wu 
not quite fuch a mafter of the cycloid :- —-he 
talked, however, aboBtttcTcryday:—— the bridge 

went not forwards. We'll aSc fomebody aboot 

it, cried my uncle Toby to Trim. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

WHEN Trim came in> -and told my f;^ber 
that Dr. Slop wai inthekitcIieB. andbufy 
jn making a bridge,— —my uncle Tobyr— the af- 
fair of the jack^boots having juft then raifcd a 
train of military ideas in his brain,- — took it ii^ 
ftantly for granted, that Dr. Slop was inakii^ * 
model of the Marquis d' Hopital's bridge. 
Tis very obliglug in hitHi qiioth my uncle Toby ; 
—pray give my humble fervice to Dr. Slcf , Tnm 
"and tell him I thank him heartily. 

Had my uncle Toby's head been a Savc^ard'f 
box, and my father peeping in all the time at one 
end of it,— —it could notliave given lum a more 
diflinfl conception-of the operations in my uncle 
Toby's imagination, than what he had ; fo not- 
withftanding the catapulM and battering-ram, 
and his bitter imprecation about them, be was j««t 
beginning to triumph,— — • ' 

When Trim's anfwcr, in an instant, tore th* 
laurel from his brows, and twisted it to pieces. 
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CHAP. XXVH. 



XHIS unfortunate draw-bridge of 
yours, quoth ray father — God 
5ur, cried Trim, 'tis a bridge for ' 
mailer's nofc. — In bringing him into, the world 
with his vite inftruments, he has gruQi'd his noic, 
Sufannah fays, as flat as a pancake to his face, 
and he is making a falfe bri;igc with a piece of 
cotton and a thin piece of whalebone out of Su- 
fannah's (lays, toraife it up. 

^Lead mc, brother Toby, CFied my father, to 
my room this inftant. 



CHAP. XXVIIi. . ,. 

FROM the firft moment I fat down to write 
my life for the amafcment of the world, and 
my opinions for its inftru^ion, has a cloud in- 
fen ftbly been gathering over my father.— A tide 
of little evils and diftrefles has bien fctting in 
againft him. — Not one thing, as he obfer.vcd. him-> 
felf, has gone right : and now is the ftorm thtck- 
en'd,and going to break, and polir down full up- 
on his head. 

I enter upon this part of tny ftory in die moft 
penfive and melancholy frame of miri(t,-;that.c- 
ver fyinpathetick breaft was touched wiriit— My 
nerves relax as 1 tell it, — Every tine I. write, I 
feel an abatement of the quicknefs^ of my pulfe,' .. 
and of that carclefs alacrity with it, which ieVery ■ 
day of mj life prompts me to 'fay and write a i 
th6uland things I fhould Dot. — -— And ttiid mo^- 
M 5 
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mcnt that I laft dipp'd my pen into my ink, I 
coutd nut help taking notice what a cautious ait 
of fad compofure and folemnit}} there appcar'd 
in my manner of doing it. Lord ! how diSc- 
lent irom the rafh jerks, and hair-brain'd f<^iiins 
thou ait wont, Triftram, to traiifa& it with in 
odier humours,-!— dropping thy pen, — fpurting 
thy ink ^Kiut thy table and thy books,— as if thy 
pen and thy ink, thy books, and thy fun)ituic> coft. 
thee nothing ! 



point 



CHAP. XXIX. 

I ■ T WONI' go about to argue tlje poini 
i with you :— 'tis fo,— and I am per- 
fuaded uTit, MsJdam, as much as can be, " That 
" both man- and woman b^ff pain or ferrow, 
" (and for aught I know, pleafurc loa) beft in an 
« horizontal poGtion^" 

The moment my father 'got up into Lis chaiur 
ber, he threw hitnfelf proihrate acrofs his bed, ia 
the wildefl difordcr imaginable, butai the fame, 
time, in the mlilt lamentable, attitude of a.man. 
born- down -with fgrtowsj that ever the eye of 
pity diopp'd a. tear for- — The palm of his right- 
hand asi he fell up.on the bed, receiving his 
forehead, and covering the grcatcft part of both, 
his eyes, gently fuok dpwa with his head (his 
elbow ! giving way backwards) till his nofc, 
touchy the quilt ;— his left arm hung infenfibly 
over the fule of the bed, his knuckles reclining, 
upon the handle of the chamber-pot, which 
peep'd but beyond the valance,— his - right leg 
(his left being drawn up towards his body) 
hung halS over the Cde of the bed,^ the edge of. 
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it preffinguponhis fliin-bone.— Hefelt it not. A - 
iixed, inflexible foirow took polTellion of ever^ 
line of his face. — He figh'd once,— heaved his 
breaft often, — but utter'dnota word. 

An old fet'ftitch'd chair, valanced and fringed 
around with party-coloured worfted bobs, ftood 
at the bed's head, oppofite to the fide where my 
father's head reclined. — My uncle Toby fat htm 
down in it. 

Before an affliction is digellcd, — confolation ' 
ever comes too foonj — andafter itis digefted,^ - 
it comes too late: fo th^t you fee, Madam^ . 
there is but a .mark between thefetwo, as fine 
almolt: as a hair, for^a comforter to take aim at : ' 
my uncle Toby was always either on this iide, or 
onjhatof it, and would often fcy. He believed - 
in his heart, he could as foon hit the longitude ; . . 
icx this reafon, when he fat down in the chair, '. 
hedrew the curtain-a little forwards, and, hav- 
ing a tear at . every one's fervicev— he puH'd out 
a cambrick handkerchief— gave a low figh>— ' 
but held his peace. - 
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OlAP. XXX. . 

LLis not gain that isgotintothe ' 

L" purfe." So that, notwith- 

ftandingmy-lanicr had the happincfs of reading 
the oddeft books inthe. univerfe, and had more- 
over, in himfclf, the oddeft way of thinking that 
ever man in it was hlefs'd widi, yet it bad diis - 
drawback upon him after all} — that it laid him 
Open to fome of the oddefl and moll whimfical ' 
difitellcs i — of which this particular one, which 
M6 - 
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he funk under at prefent, is as ftrong an example 
as can be given. 

No doubr, the breaking down of the bridge of 
a child's nofc> hf the edge of a pair of forceps, — 
however fcientilically applied, — would vex any 
man in the world, who was at fo much pains ia 
begetting a child as my father wasi — yet it will 
not account for the extravagnnce of bisaffli^ion, 
nor will it judify the unchiillian manner he aban- 
doned and furrendered himfelf up to it. 

To explain this, I mud leave him upon the 
b^d for half an hour, — and my uncle Toby in his 
old fringed chair lifting bcfide him. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

— T THINK it a very unreafonable de- 

J^ m and, —cried ray great grandfather, 
twiding up the paper, and throwing it upon the 
table. — By this account, Madam, you have but 
two thoufand pounds fortune, and pot 3 fliilling 
■nore^-^and you infill upon having three hundred 
pounds a-year jointure for it. 

" Be^aufe," replied mygrcat grandmother, 

•' you have little or no nofe, Sir." 

Now, before I venture to make ufe of die 

word Nbfe a fecond time, to aroid all confu- 

fion in what will be faid upcm it in this inte- 
reftingpart of.my ftoryy it may not be amifs to 
explain my own meanmg, and define, with all 
poflible exaftnefs and precifion, what I would 
willingly be undcrftood to mean by tbc terra ; 
being of opinion, that 'tis owing to the negli- 
gence and pcrverfencfs of writers, in defpifing 
this precaution^ and to nothing clfc> that 
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«11 the polemical writings in divinity, are not as 
clear and demonftrative as thofe upon a Will 
o' the wifp, or any other found part of philofopby 
and natural purfuit i — in order to which, what 
have you to do, before you fet out, unlefs you 
intend to go puziling on to the day of judgment, 
■—but to give the world a good definition, and 
ftand to' it, of the main word you have molt oo 
cafion, fov,—K: hanging it, Sir, as you would a 
guinea, into fmall coin ? — which done, — )et the 
father of confudon puzzle you, if be can ; or 
put a different idea either into your head, or your 
reader's head, if he knows how. 

In books of llriift morality and clbfe reafon-. 
ing, fuch as this I am engaged in, — the negle^ 
is ineicufablc ; and heaven is witnefs, h6w the 
world has revenged itfelf upon mc, for leaving Ui ■ 
niany openings to equivocal ftrirtures, — and for 
depending fo much 39 1 have done, all along, up- 
on the cleanlinefs. of niy reader's inuginacions. 

—Here are two fcnfes, cried Eugenius, 
as we walk'd along, pointing with the fore- 
finger of bis right hand to the word Crevice, in 
the fifty-fecond page of the fecond volume of 
this book of books,^heTC are two fenfes, quoth 
he. ^nd here are two roads, replied I, turn- 
ing Oiort upoti him,' — a dirty and a clean one, 

which OiaH we take ?- — —The clean, by all 

-means, rrplii^d Eugeniut.-^Eugeaius, faid I* 
ftepping before hti», a;nd laying my hand upon 
his breaft,— to define is to diJlruft. Thus, 
I triumph'd over Eugenius ; but I triumph'd o- 
ver him, as I always do, hke a fool. 'Tis my 
comfort^ however, lam not an obllinate onej 
therefore,, 
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I define a nofe, as follow*,^-u]trcating onlr- 
beforehand* and befccching my readers, both . 
male and female, of what age, complexion, and 
condition foe vcr, for thetovcof God and their 
own foulfi) to guard againft the temptations and 
ftiggeftions ' of the devil, and fufier him, by no ait 
or wile, to put any other ideas into their minds, 

than what I put into my deiuution For 

by the word Nofc, throughout all this long. chap* 
ter of nofes, and in every other part of my wotIc, 

where the word Nofe occurs, 1 declare, by 

that word I nocan a Nofe, and nothing moie,.oc . 
lefs. . 

CHAP, xxxir. 

■ I ." TJECAUSE,". <]uottr my grcat-gnmif' 
tp mother, repeating the words. again^ ^ 
~*" you have Uttle or bo nofe, Sir.-^ 

S'death, cried my great-grandfather, clawing ', 
his hand upon his nofe» — 'tis Jiot fo fmall ae^ that. . 
comes too i — ''tis a fuU inch longer thaa my tai- 

titer's.- ■ -. — N ows "py great.grand&thcr's nofe 

W31 for all the.wodd like unto the nofes of -aU 
the men, women, .and children, whom Panta" 
gruel found dwelling upon the-ifland of £nnA--. 

SIN. By the. way, if you would know the 

ftrange way of. getting a-kin amongft fo flat-nt^ 
fedapec^)le, — you mult read .the book. :~-£ad it 
out yourfclf, younevercan- 

— ^'Twas Ihaped, Sir, like an ace of clubs. . 

— ,'Tis a full inch, continued .my great-grand- 
father,. pieHiiig up (he ridge of his sofe with hie 
fingiir and thumb, and repeating hit afleition, 
—'tis a full inch longer. Madam; than my hr 
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^r's. — You muft mean your uncle's, replied laf 
great- grand mother . 

■ —My gTcaNgrand father was convinced. 
—He untwifted the paper, and figned the ar-- 
ticle. 



CHAP. XXXUI. 

— "^Tr TH AT an unconfcionablc jointure, myr • 
W dear, do we pay out of this fmall e-> 
ftate of ours? t^uoth my grandmother to my giandx 
father. 

My father, replied my grandfadwr, had no more 
nofe, my dear, faving the mark, -than there is . 
upon the back, of my hand.r— 

Hovi, Y°^' mult know, diat my great- 
grandmother: outlived my grandfather twelve , 
years ; fo that my father had thb jointuie to pay, 
a hundred and fifty pounds, half yearly — . — (on 
Michaelmas ajid lIady-day)^-»-^during all tbac . 
time. 

No mao difchargedpeeuntaryobligationawith - 
a.bettcr grace than my father.— -And as far as 
die hundred pounds went, he would-fling it up* 
on the table, guinea by' guinea, with that fpirit'i 
ed jerk of an honeft' welcome, which generous 
fi)ul» and, generous fouls only, arc able to . Sing 
down money: but as foon as ever be «nter'd 
upon the odd 6fty,— — -he generally gave * loud 
Hem l—Tubb'd the fide of his nofe leifurely with 
the flat part of his forefinger, — inferted his hand 
cautioufly betwixt his bead and the caul of his 
wigy— look'd at both fides of every guinea, as 
he, parted with it, — and feldom could get to the 
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end of fifty pounds, without pulling out his hand- 
kerchief, and wiping his temples. 

Defend me, gracious heaven 1 from thofe per- 
fecutiDg fpirits who make no allowance for thefe 

workings within us. Never, O never, may I 

ly down in their tents, who cannot relax the en- 
gine, and feel pity for the force of education, and 
the prevalence of opinions long derived from an- 
ceftors. 

For three generations, at leaft, this tenet in fa- 
vour of long nofes had gradually been taking root 
in our family.— Tradition was all along on 
its fide, and iNTEHtsT was every half year ftep- 
ping in to ftrengthen it -, fo that the whimficali- 
ty of my fathrr's brain was far from having the 
whole Jionour of this, as it had of almoll all hii 
other ftrange notions. For, in a great meafnre, 
he might be faid to have fuck'd this in with 
his mother's milk. He did his part, however. 
—If education planted the miftake, (in cafe it 
was one) my father watered it^ and r^iened it to 
perfeftion. 

He would often declare, in Ipeaklng his 
thoughts upon the fubjcft, that he did not c<mi-. 
ceive how the greatell family in England could 
Hand it out againll an uninterrupted fucceflion of 
fix or feven fhort nofes. And for the contrary, 
rsafon, he would generally add, That it mult 
be one of the greateit proUemsin civil life, 
where the fame number of l(Mig and jolly nofes 
following one another in a dirc£l line, did not 
raife and hoift it up into the beft vacancies in die 
kingdom. He wouMoftenboBll, that the Shan- 
dy family rapk'd very high in King Harry the 
Vlllth's time, but owed its rife to no Hate en- 
gine — ^he would fay — but to that only i — but 
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thrt, Kke other fanulies, he vould add, — it bad 
felt the turn of the wheel> and had never reco- 
vered the blow of my great grandfather's nofe. 
— It was an ace of clubs, indeed, he would cry, 
ihalcing his h^ad, — and as .vile a cme for an un- 
fortunate family, as ever turn'd up trumps. 

—Fair and foftly gentle reader ! — where is 
thy fancy carrying thee l-r-If there is truth in 
tnao, by my great grandfather's nofe, I mean 
the external organ of fmelling, or that part of 
man which (lands prominent in his face, — and 
which painters fay, in good jotly nofcs and wcU- 
proportioned, facea, fhould comprehend a full 
third, — that is meafuring downwards from the 
ietttng on of the hair, — 
>■— Whata life of it has an author, at this pafsl 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

IT is a fmgular hlelQng, that nature has form'd 
the mind of man with the fame happy back- 
wardiwfs and renitcncy againft conviflion, which 
is obferved in old dogs,—*' of not learning new 
tricks." 

What a fhuttlecockof afellow would the great- 
eft [Jiilofopher that ever extfted, be whifle'd into 
at once, did he read fuch books, and obferve fuch 
fafts, and chink fuch thoughts, as would eternal- 
ly be making him change fides ! 

Now, my father, as 1 told you laft year, deteft- 
' td all tiiM- — He pick'd up an opinion. Sir, as a 

man in a ftate of nature picks up an apple. 

It becomes his own, — and if he is a man of fpi- 
rit, he would lofe l^s life rather than give it up. 
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I am aware, that . Dldius the great chtiiian, 
will contefl this point and cry out againft mct 
Whence comes this man'srtghttothia apple? — ^Ex 

confcflb, he will fay, things were in a ftate of 

nature ; — the apple, as much Frank's apple ai 
John's. Fray, Mr. Shandy, what patent has he 
to Ihow for it ? and how did it begin to be his ? 
was it when he fet his heart upon it ? or when 
he gather'd it ? or when he chew'd it ? or \rhen 
he roafted it ? or when he peel'd it ? or when 
brought it home ? or when he digelted it ? — ot 
when he — ? . .. .For 'tis plain. Sir if the firft 
picking up of the apple, made it not his, — that 
no fubfequent aft could. 

Brother Didius,Tnboniut will anfwer,— fnow 
Tribonius the civilian and church- lawyer's beard 
being three inches and a half and three eights 

■ longer than Didius his beard, Fm glad he 

takes up the cudgels for me, fo I give myfelf no 
farther.! rouble about the anfwcr) Brother Di- 
dius Tribonius will fay, rt is a decreed cafe, as 
you may find it in the fragments of Gregorius 
and Hermogcnes's codes, and in all the codes 
from Judinian's down to the codes of Louts and 

Des EauJt, ^That the fweat of a man's brows, 

and the cxfudations of a man's brains, arc as 
much a man's own property, as the breeches up- 
on his backfide ; — which faid exfudations, &c. 
being dropp'd upon the faid apple by the labour 

, of finding it, — and picking it up,— and being 
morcoTer indiflolubly watted, and as indilToIu- 
bly annexed by the picker up to the thing pickVi 
up, carried home, roatted, peel'd, eaten, dJ- 
gefted, and fo on ; ^lis evident that the ga- 
therer of the apple, in fo 'doing, has min'd i^ 
fomcthing which was his own, with the apflc. 
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whicb was not his own, hj which means he has 
acquired a property ; ' or^ in other words^ 

the appte is John's apple. 

Bj' the fame learned chain of reafoning, my 
father ftood up for all his opinions : he had fpar- 
ed no pains in picking them up, and the more 
they lay out of the common way, the better 

ftitl was his title. -No mortal claimed them : 

they bad cod him moreover as much labour in 
cooking and digcfting as in the cafe above, Co 
that they might well and truly be faid to be hiS 
own goods and chattels.—— Accordingly he held 
faft by 'em, both by teeth and claws,— 'Would fly 
to whatever he could lay his hafids on, — and in a 
word, would intrench and fortify them round 
with as many circumv'allations and breall-works, 
as my uncle Toby would a citadel. 

There was one plaguy rub in the way of this, 
-—the fcarcity of materials to mate any thing of 
a defence with, in cafe of a fmart attack; inaf- 
much as few men of great genius had exercifcd 
their parts in writing books upon the fubjcft of 
great nofes :.^-by the trotting of my lean fa or fc, 
the thing is incredible! and I am quite loll in 
my undcrflanding when I am confidering what 
a treafurc of precious ■time and talents together 
has been wafted upon worfe fubjefls, — and how 
many millions of books in all languages, and 
in all pofiible types and bindings, have been fa- 
bricated upon p<»ntrnot half fo much tending to 
the unity and peace-making.of the world. What 
wastobehad, however, &e fet the greater ilorc 
by i and though my father would ' oft-times fport 
with my uncle Toby's li bra ryL— which, by the 
bye, was ridiculoas enough,^-^yct at tlic very 
fame time he did it^^^ he collc£led every book and 
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treatifc wluch had been fyftematically wrote upon 
nofes, with as much care as my honelt unctc Tob^ 
had done thofe upon military architefluTe.^— 
Tis true, a much lefs able would have held them ; 
— but that wu not thy tranfgreflioni my dear 
uncle. — 

Here,^— but why here — rather than in any o- 
dier part of my ftory— I am not able to tell; — 
but here it is, — my heart flops me to pay to thee, 
my dear uncle Toby, once for all, the tribute I 
owe thy good nerg.— Here let me thruft my chair 
■Rde, and kneel down upon the ground, whilA I 
urn pouring £wth the warmell featiments ^ lore 
for thee, and veneration for the excellency of thy 
cbara£ier, that ever virtue and nature kindled in i 
nephew's bofom.— Peace and comfort reft foifc- 
Tcrmore upon thy head ! — Thou CDvied'll no 
man's comforts, — lofulted'll no man's opinions. 

• ^Thou blackened'it no man's cbarB£lery--d^ 

voured'fl no man's bread : gently, with faithful 
Trim behind thee, didft thou amble round the little 
circle of thy pleafures, joftling no creature in thy 
way ; — for each one's fervicc, thou had'ft a tear,— 
for each man's need, thou had'fl a fiiUltng. 

Whillt 1 am worth one, to pay a wce&r, — thy 
path from thy dooi, to thy bowling green Ihall ne- 
ver be grown up. Whilft there is a rood and a 
half of land in the -Shandy family, thy fortificati- 
onsjmy dear uncle Toby, (hall never be demolifh'd. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

MY Eathet's colledion was not great, but, to 
make amends, it was curious ; and confe- 
(}uently, be was feme time in making it : he had 
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the great good fortune ho*eYer to fet off well, in 
getting Brufcambille's prologue upon] long noles 
almoO: for nothing,^for he gave no more for 
Srufcambille than three half crowns } owing in- 
deed to the ftrong fancy which the ftall-nian faw 
my father had for the book the moment he laid 
his hands upon it. There are not three Bruf- 
cambilles in Chriftendom, — faid the ftaU-man> 
except what are chain'd up in the libraries of the 
curious. My father flung down the money as 
quick ag lightning,— took Brufcambille into hisbo- 

fom, hyed home from Piccadilly to Coleman- 

ftreet with it, as he would have hycd home with a 
treafure, without taking his hand once off from 
Brufcambille all the way. 

To thofe who do not yet know of which gen- 
der Brufcambille is, — inafmuchasa prologue up- 
on long nofes might cafily be done by either,— 
'twill be no obje£tion againll the limile, — to fay. 
That when my father got home, he foiaced him- 
felf with Brufcambille after the manner,in which, 
, 'tis ten to one, your Worftiip foiaced yourfelf with 
your firft millrefs, — that is, from morning even 
unto night : which, by the by, how delightful fo- 
.ever it may prove to the inamorato, — is of little 
orno entertainment at all to by-ilandera. Take 
notice, I go no farther with the fimilc. My fa-, 
ther's eye was greater than his appetite, — his zeal' 
greater than his knowledge, — he cool'd, — his af-' 

fe^ions became divided, he got hold of Prig- 

nitz, — purchafed Scroderus, Andrea Parous, Bou- 
chet's Evenii^ Conferences, and, above all, tlte 
great and learned Hafen Slawkenbergius ; of. 
which] as I fhall have much to fay by and by— - 
I will faynotliing now. 
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CHAP. XXXVI 

OF all the tnft^ my father was at tlie pains t* 
procure and Huij in fupport of his hypo- 
tbciis, there was not any one wherein he felt a 
more cruel -difappointmcnt at firll, than in the 
celebrated dialogue between Pamphagus and C(v 
«les, written by the chafte pen of the great and 
Tenerable £raftnus,upon the various ufes and fca- 

fonable applications of long nofes. Now don't 

lerSatan, my dear girl, in this chapter, take ad- 
-vantage of any one fpot of riling ground to get 
aflride of your imagination, if you can any wife 

help it i or, if he is fo nimble as to (tip on, 

let me beg of you, like an unback'd filly, to friOc 
it, to fquirt it, to jump it, to rear it, to bound 
it, — and to kick it, with long kicks and fliort 
kicks, till, like Tickletoby's mare, you break i 
ftrap or a crupper, and throw his Worftiip into 
the dirt : — You need not kill him. 

——And pray who was Ticklctoby's mare ? 
— ^TisjullaGdifcreditable and unfcholar like a 
t^ueftion, Sir, as to have a&cd what year (ab urb. 

con.) the fccond Punick war broke out. -Who 

was Tickletoby'a marc ! ^^Read, read, read, 

read, ray unlearned reader ! read, or by the 

knowledge of the great faint Paraleipomcnon — 
I tell you before-hand, you had better throw down 
the book at once ; for without much reading, by 
which your Reverence knows, I mean much 
knowledge, you will no more be able to penetrate 
the moral of the next marbled page (motley em- 
blem of my work) than the world with all itsfaga- 
city has been able to unravel the many opinions, 
tranfa^ionS, and truths, which ftill lie myftically 
hid under the dark veil of 'the black one. 
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"Tie BOOKBINDER is defired to ccver Uthfdetef 
ibis liaj tuith the heft marbled paper, taking care t» . 
keep the folio lines dear, and to preferve th^roper 
jna'-gins. 
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y'r The BOOKBINDER it defired to cevrr befh 
Jidet' ofihU leaf ■with the befi marbled paper, 
taking care to iegp thefoiio linej elear^ and to prt- 
J'ei-ve thepraper margitu. 
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CHAP. XXXV^II. 

** IkTIHIL me pccnitet hujus nali," qnoth 

■ 1^ PamphagQSi that is, — "Mynofchas 

•< been the making of me. ■" Ncc eft ciK 

*' pKniteat," replies Codes ; that is, " How tlie 
" deuce Ihould fuch a nofc fail V 

The doftrinc, you fee, was laid down by Eraf. 
mus, as my father wilhed it, with the utmoft 
plainnefs ; but my father's difapp ointment was, 
in finding nothing more from fo able a pen, but 
the bare faA itfclf ; without any of that fpecula- 
tive fubtilty or ambidexterity of argumentation 
upon it, which Henven had bellowed upon man 
on purpofe to invet^igate truth, and £ght for her 
on all fides : — My fiLtlier pIQi'd and pugh'd at firft 

moft terribly 'tis worth fomething to have a 

good name. As the dialogue was of Erafmlis, 
my father foon came to himfelf, and read it ov<ir 
"and over again, with great application, ftudying 
every word and every fyllable of it thro' and thro' 
in its moft ftri€l and literal interpretation ; — he 
could ftill make nothing of it, that way. May- 
haps there is more meant than is faid in it, quoth 

my father. ^Learned men, brother Toby, 

don't write dialogues upon long nofes for nothing. 
—-I'll ftudy the myfttck and the allegorick fenfe \ 
here is fome room to turn a man's felf in, brow 
ther. 

My father read on.— 

Now I find it needful to inform your Rerereit- 
ces and Worfhips, that belides the many nau>- 
lical ufes of long nofes enumerated by ErafmuSf 
the dialogift affirmeth, that a long, nofe is not 

Vol I. N 
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without its domeftic conrenicncies alfo ; for that, 
in a cafe of dillrefsr— and for want of a pair of 
bellows, it will do excellently well, ad excitandum 
focum, (to ftir up the fire.) 

Nature had been prodigal in her gifts to my fa- 
ther beyond mcafure, and had fown the feeds of 
irerbal criticlfm as deep within him, as (he had 

^lone the feeds of ail other knowledge, -fo that 

he had gol out his penknife, and was trying ex- 
periments upon the fcntencc, to fee if he could 
not fcratch fome better fenfe into it — Tvc got 
within a fingle letter, brother Toby, cried my fa- 
ther, of Erafmus his myftick meaning You are 

near enough, brother, replied mj uncle in all con- 
fcience.. — ^Pfbaw ! — cried my father, fcratching on 
-^I might as well be feren miles off". .I've 

Jonc it, faid my father, fnapping his fingers. 

' Srr my dear brother Toby, how I have 

mended the fenfe. 'But you have marr'd a 

word, replied my uncle Toby My father 

put on his fpe£tacles,— bit his lip,— and tore out 
the leaf in a paffion. 



CHAt». XXXVIII. 

OSlawkenbergius ! thou faithful analyzer of 
my Difgrazias, thou fad foreteller of 

fo many of the whips and (hort turns, which in 
one ftage or other of my life have come flap up- 
on me from the fnortnefs of my nofc, and iroo- 

ther caufe, that I am confcious of. -Tell me, 

Slawkenbergius ! what fecret impulfe was it ? 
-what intonation of voice ? whence came it ? 

how did it found in thy ears ? art thou fure 

thou heard'ft it ? — which firft cried out to thee, 
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■^Goi — go,Shwkenbergias! dedicate the labours 
of thylife,^— negtedl thy paftimcs,— call forth all 
ihe powers and faculties of thy nature, — ^mace- 
rate thyfelf in the • fcrvicc of mankind, and write 
a grand folio for them, upon the fubjeft of their 
nofcs. ■ - 

How the communication wis conveyed into 
Slawkenbergitts's fenforium, — fo that Stawken- 
berglus (haii)d ii^.ow whofe iingertouch'd the key, 
and whofe haml il was that blew the bellows— as 
Hafen Slawkenberglus has been dead and laid in 
his grave above fourfcorc and ten Jrears,— we can 
only raife conjeiftures. 

Slawkenbergius was play'd upon, for aught I 

know, like one of Whitefield's difciples, that 

is, w-ith fuch a diftinft intelligence, Sir, of which 
of the two maftcrs if was, that had been praftif- 
ing upon his inllrumeRt,' as to make- all reafon- 
ing upon it needlefs. ■ : 

-ror, in the account which Hafen 

Slawkenbergius gives the world of his motives 
and occafions for writing, and fpending fo many 
years of hia life upon this one work towards 
the end of his prologomena, which by the bye 
Ihould have come firit, ' ' but tht book-binder 
has moit injudicioufly placed it betwixt the ana- 
lytical contents of the book, and the book itfelf, 

he informs hia reader, that ever fince he 

had arrived at the age of difcernment, and was 
able to fit down coolly, and confider within 
liiraftlf the true (lace and condition of man, 
and dillinguilh the main end and defign of his 

being or— to (horten my tranflatioi, for 

SlawkenbergiusiS bookis inliatiii, and not a lit- 
tle prolix in this paflage, ever fuice I ufider- 

ilood, quothj SlawkenbcrgiuSj any thing,— —or 
N 3 
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rather than what was what,^— and could perc^va 
that the point of long noibs had been too loofely 
handled bj all who bad gone before i — have I, 
Slawkenbergius, felt a ftrong impulfe, with a 
mightj and irrerillible call within me, to gtrd up 
mjrfeli to this undcrtalting. 

Andi to do jufticc to Slawkenbergius, he has 
entered the lilt with a llronger lance, and taken 
a much larger career in it, than any one man 

who had ever entered it before him, and in- 

dcedj in many refpefls, dcfervcs to be en-nich'd 
as a prototype for all writers, of voluminous 

works at leafi, to model their books by ; for 

lie has taken in, Sir, the whole fabjcfl, — examin- 
ed every part of it dialeftically— — - then brought 
it into full day ; dilucidating it with all the light 
which cither the coIHIioii of his own natural parts 

could ftrike, or tlic profoundtfd knowledge of 

the fclences had empowered him to caft upon it, 

.. collating, colle£ling, and compiling, 

begging, borrowing, and ftcaling, as he went a- 
long, all that had been wrote or wrangled thercr 
upon in the fchools and porticoes of the learned ; 
fo that Slawkenbergius his book may properly be 
confidercd, not only as a model, — but as a tho- 
rough- flitch'd DIGEST, and regular inftitute of 
iiofes ; comprelicnding in it, all that is or can be 
needful to be known about them. 

For this caufe it is, that I forbear to fpeak of 
fo many (othcrwife) valuable books and treatifcs 
of my fathci's cijlleiting, wrote cither plump 
upon nofcs,— or collaterally touching them ; — 
fuch, for inllancc, as Prignitz, now lying upon 
the table before me, who, with i/ifinite learning, 
and from the moit candid and fcholar-like eia- 
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mination of above four thpufand different fculla» . 
In upwards of twenty charncl-houfes in SilcGaj 
which he had rummaged,— —has informed us, 
that the mcnfuration and configuration of the 
ofleous or bony part's of human nofcs, in any 
given trail of country, except Crim Tartary, 
where they arc all cruih'd down by the thumB, 
fo that' no judgment can be formed upon them, . 
-— —-are much nearer alike, than the world 
imagines ; the difFcrcnec amongft them, be- 
ing, he fays, a mere trifle, not worth tatting no- - 
tice of, — but that the fize and jollity of every in- 
'dtridHal nofe, and by which one nofe ranks above 
anotier, and bears a higher price, is owing to the 
cartilaginous and mufcular parts of it, into whofc 
ddfts and fiiiufes the blood and animal fpirits be- 
ing impelled, and driven by the warmth and force 
of the imagination, which is but a ftep from it, . 
(bating the cafe of idiots, whom Frignitz, vcho • 
had lived many years in Turkey, fuppofes under 
tie ntore immediate tutelage of hcaven)-^^it 
fo happens, and ever muft, fays Frignitz, that 
theexceUency of the nofcis in a direft arithm&' 
tical proportion to the excellency of the wearer^ - 
fancy. 

It is for the fame reafon, that is, becaufe 'tis 
3II comprehended in Slawkcnbergius, that I fay 
Nothing Hkewifc of Scroderus (Andrea) who, au 
'the world knows, fet himfclf to oppugn Prig- 

p'Uz with great violence, proving it in hr» 

own way, firft logically, and then by a ferics of 
ftubborn fafls, " That fo far was Frignitz from 
the truth, in affirming that the fancy begat th» 
nofe, that, on the contrary, the nofe begat the fan- 
cy." N 3 
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The learned fofpeacdScTodcrus of an 

indecent fopliifm in this,— andPrignitz cried out 
aloud in the difpute, that Scroderns had fliifted 
the idea upon him— but Scroderus went on, main- 
taining his thefie. 

My father was juft balancing within himfelf, 
vhich of the two ddes he ihould take .in this af- 
fair ; when Ambrofe Parous decided it in a tno^ 
mcnt ; and, by overthrowing the fyftems, both of 
Prignitz and Scroderus, drove my father out of 
both fidesof thecontrovcrfy at oiice. 

Be witneffi — 

I don't acquaint the learned reader ; — in faying 
it, I mention It only to ihow the learned I Jinow 
the fjtflmyfelf— 

That this Ambrofe Parxus wag chief furgeoB 
and nofe-mcnder to Francis the Ninth of France, 
and in high credit with him and the two preced- 
ing'' or fucceeding kings {1 know not which}^ 
and that, except in the lilp he made ifi his ftory of 
Taliacotius's nofes, and his mannerof fetting them 
on, — he was efteemcd by the whole college of 
phyligians at that time, as more kilowing in inatT- 
teis of nofes, than any one who had ever taken 
them in hand. 

Now, Ambrofe Parseus convinced my father, 
that the true and eSicient caufe of what had en- 
gaged fo much the attention of the w«rld, and 
upon which Prignitz and Scroderus had wafted 
fo much learning and - fine parts, — was neither 

this nor that but that the length aud 

goodnefs of the' nofe, was owing limply to the 
foftnefs andflaccidity in the nurfe's breaft,-— r-r 
as the fiatnefs and fhortnefs of puifhe nofes 
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was, to the firmDcfs and elaftic repulfion of the 
fame organ of nutrition in the heal and lively, . 

which, the' happy for the woman, was the 

undoing of the child, inafmuch .as his nofe w^s _ 
fo fnubbed, fo rebuffed, fa rebated, , and fo re- 
frigerated thereby, as never to arrive ad mcnfu- 

ram fuam legitimam ; hut that in cafe of the 

flaccidity and foftnefs of the nurfe or mother's 

breart, by ifinking into it, quoth Parreu?, as 

into fo much butter, the nofe was comforted, 
nourifhedi piitmped up, refreihed, refocillated, 
and fet a-growing for ever 

I have but two things to obferve ofPaneus}. 
' iirn, that he proves and explains all this with, 
the utmofl chaftity and decorum of exprelTion ; 

for- which, may his foul for ever reft in 

pesce ! 

And, fecondly, that bcfidcs the fyftcma of Prig- 
nitz and Scrodcrus, which Ambrofe Farxus his 

hypothecs effeftually overthrew, it overthrew 

at the fame timie the fyftem of peace and harmo- 
ny of otir family j and, for three days together, 
not only embroiled matters between my father 
and my mother, but turned likewife the whole 
houfe, and every thingin it, except my uncle To- , 
by, quite upfide down. 

Such a ridiculous tale of a difpute between »" 
man and his wife, never furely, in any age or 
country, got vent through the key-hole of a ftreet- 
door ! 

My mother, you must know- — —b ut I have 
fifty things more necelTary to lee you know first 

1 have an hundred difficulties which I 

have promifcd to clear up, and a thoufand di- 
streffcsanddomesticfc mifadventures crowding in 
upon me, thick and three-fold, one upon Ae 

u,s,ic.= -„ Google 
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nccl of another,-^— a cow broke in (to-mor- 
row-mormng) to my uncle Toby'fr fortifications, 
and ate iip two ratios and a half of dried giafs, 
tearing up the fods wirh itj which faced his Kort>- 

work and corered-Way.-: Trim infifts up- 

on being tried by a court-martial, the cow to 

be lhot,-~Slop to be crucifix'd, myteSf t0 be 

triftram'd, and at my very baptifm made a mar-' 
tyr of i— — — poor unhappy devHs that we all 

are l~ 1 want fwaddling, But there 

is no time to be loft in exclamations. — -. 1 

hare left my father lying acro^ his bed, and my 
uncle Toby in hia old fnnged chair, fitting bcfide 
him, and promifcd I would go back to them in 
half an hour, and five and thirty minutes arc 

laps'd already. ■- — Of all the perplexities » 

mortal author was ever feen in, this certainly 

is the grcateft -, for I hare Hafcn Slavkenbcr- 

gius'a folio. Sir, to finiili —a dialogue be- 
tween my father and my uncle Toby, upon the 
folutton of Prignifz, Scroderus, Ambrofe Parse- 
us, Ponocratcs, ami Grangoufier, to relate, a talc 
out of Slawkenber^us to tranflatc, and all this 
in five minutes lefs than no time at all ;■— fuch a 
head ! — would to heaven ray enemies only faw 
the infidc Of it ! 



CHAP. XIXIX. 

THERE was not any one fcene more enter- 
taining in our family : and to do it 

jiitUce in this point, ^-and I here put off 

my cap, and lay it jjpon the tabic, clofe betide my 
inkhorn, on purpofc to make my declaration to 
-the world, concerning this one article, the more 
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foleinn,-~ — that I believe in my foul, (unlcfa 
mj love and partiality to ray underftanding 
blinds me] the hand of the fupremc Maker and 
firft DeCgncr of all things, never made or put a 
family together, (in that period at leaft of it, 
vrhich I have fat down to write the ftory of)— 
■ where the chara£lers of it were caft or contrafted 
with fo dramatick a felicity as ours was, for this 
end; or in which the capacities of affording fuch 
enquifite fcenes, and the powers of Ihifiing them 
perpetually from morning to night, were lodged 
and intruded with fo unlimited a confidence, as 
in the Shandy family- 

Not any one of thcfc was more diverting, I 

fay, in this whimGcal theatre of ours, than 

whatfre<]uently arofe out of this felf-fame chap- 
ter of long nofes, — efpecially when my father's 
imagination was heated with the inquiry, and 
nothing would fervc him, but to heat my uncle 
Toby's too. 

Mf uncle Toby would give my father all pof- 
fiblefair play in this attempt ; and with infinite 
patience, would fit fmoking his pipe for whole 
hours together, — whillt my father was praflifing 
upon his head, and trying every acceffibJe ave- 
nue to drive PrignitzandScroderus'sfolutions in- 
to it. 

"Whether they were above my uncle Toby's 

reafon, — or contrary to it, or that his brain 

was like damp tinder, and no fpark could poflibly 
take hold, — or that it was fo hilloffapa, mines, 
blinds, curtains, and fuch military difquahfica- 
tions, to his feeing clearly into Prignitz and Scro- 
derus's doftrines, — I fay not j — let fchool-men, 
fcuUions, anatomilts, agd engineers, fight for it ao 
mongft themfclves. 

u,s,ic.= -„ Google 
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' twas fomc misfortune, I make no doubt, iir: 

this aflair, tlut my father had psery word of it 
totranflate for the benefit of my uncle Toby, and 
rcDder oBt of Slawkenbcrgius's Latin, of which, ' 
as he was no great, master, his tranflation was 
not always of the purcft, — and generally leaft fo, 
where 'twas mod wanted : this naturally opened 
a door to a fecond misfortune, — that, in the 
vrarmer paroxyfms of his zeal to open ray uncle 
Toby's eyes — my fatlicr's Ideas, run on as much 
fafterthan the ttanflation, as the iraiiflation oul- 
movL'i! my uncle Toby's ;— — neither the oncer 
the other added much to the pcrfpicuity of my 
father's lecture. 



CHAP. XL. 

THE gift of ratiocination and making fyllo- 
gifms, 1 mean in raar\, for in-fu- 

pcrior clafT-s of beings, filch as " angels and fpi- 
rits, — -'tis all done, may it pleafe your Worlhips,. 
as tlicy tell me by iNTunioN ; — and beings in- 
ferior, as your Worfliips all know, — fyllogize by 
their nofes ; though' there is an ifland fwimming 
in the fea, though not altogether at its eafe, whofe 
inhabitinis, if my intelligence deceives me not, 
are fo wonderfully gifted, as to fytloglze after the 
fame faihion, and oft-times to make very well 
out too 5 — but that's neitlier here nor there — 

The gift of doing if, as it fhould be, amongft 
uS, or the great and principal a£t of ratiocina- 
tion in man, as logicians tell us, is the finding 
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■out the agreejnent »r difagreement of two ideas, 
.oii£ with another, by'jhg intervention of a' third, 
(caljc^jhc medius tcfniin'usj i juftasa mail, as 
Locke well obferves, By a yard, finds two men's 
nincpin alleys to be pf, the fanjc length, which 
could not be brought together, to meafure theit 
^quality ^jfjuxta-pofitiori. ,„ . , 
, Hadtliq fanie great 'reafoncrloofced.bn', as my 
father' illudrated his fyftems of ^ofes, and ob- 

fcrvcd'my uncle Toby's deportment,-^r- wKat 

great attention he gave to every word,— ^— and, ' 
as oft as he topk his pipe fro.m his mouth, 'with 
what ^oijderful ferioufnefs he contemplated" the 
Iciigjh of it^ — 7-fujveying it tranfverfcly as' he 
held it betwixt his' finger, and his tnunib, — '■ ilien 
foreright, — then this way, and then'that, in ail its 
pbfliblc dircfVions and foreibpnenings,— he would 
have concluded my lincle. Toby had got hold of 
the medics terminus ; and was fyllogizing and' 
me'afuring with it'thc ffiith of each iiypothr-fis 
of long' nofcs, In brd^r, aS my father kid them 
beTorfl him. Tliis,"by't}ie. by, was. more than 
mYj father wanted ;— his ,-aira 'in jail the pains he 
was at in tTiefe iihilofophic 'Ie£l:ures,-T-was to 'en- 
able my uncle "foby not to dilcufs — but compre- 
hend, — -^o hold the grains and Fcruples of learn- 
ing, not'to weigh-'them.' My uncle Toby, as 

jou yill read in the nent chapter, did neither the 
oneor the other. " ' '' '" 

'■,/■/. ■■; *! aiAP^..LXi.- ■ ■ ' .;: 

yr I vS a pity, cried my father, ohe ' winter- 

'i"''niglit, after a three hours painful tranfla- 

tion of Slawlcenbergius, ^"tis a gity, cried mjr 
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father, putting my motJicr's thrcad-paper into the 
book for a matk, as he fpoke — that truth, bro- 
ther Toby, fhOttld fliiit herfclf up in fuch im- 
pregnable faftnefles, and bc fo obllinatc as not to 
. lurrender herfclf fometiincs upon the clofelt 
fiege. 

Now, it haOT)cncd then, as indeed it had often 
done before, that my (incl^ Toby's fancy, during 
(he time of my father's explanation of PiigAiti 
(o him, — having nothing to ttay it there, had 

taken a fliort flight to the bowling green; 

his body miglit as well have taken a turn there 

too, fo that with all the femblanceof a deep 

ft-'hool-man, intent upon the Ai^dius terininns^ — 
iny unde Toby wad, 'in fafl, as igbof-antdf the 
whole IcfJure, and -ail in pro^ ani con's, as if 
my father had been tranflating Hafcn ,S1awken-. 
bergius from the Latin tongUe into the Che'rokCc. 
But the word liege, like a talifmanick power, in 
my fathei'B metaphor, wafting back my uticlc 
Toby's fancy, quick aa a note cquld follow the 
touch, ' he opened his ears,--and my i^thef 
obferving, that he took his pipe out of bis moutA,, 
and fliuffled his chair nearer fhft^abie, as with a 
delire to profit,~my father with great {Jeafure 
began his fentencc again, changing only the plan, 
and dropping the metaphor of the Qege of it, to 
keep clear of fome dangers ifty father apprehend- 
ed from it. 

"Tis a pity, faid my father, -that truth can only 
be on one fide, brother Toby, — confidering what 
ingenuity thefe learned men have all Ihowii in 

their folutions of nofes. — -~ Can itofesbe clif- 

folved ? repUed my uncle Toby. ' ■— '■■ 

- — -■My father thruft back ids chaii,^ 
rofe up,— -put on his hat,— —took four long 

iK,,-,-.,Coo^^lc 
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Krides to the door, — ^jetked it o^n,>— thruft his 
head half-way out, — rr-QiiM the dooragain,^— 
took no notice of rhc bad Hnge,—— returned to 
the table, — plucked my moOier's thread-paper 
out of Slawkenbcrgius's book>— — went haftily td 

his bureau,— walked flowly back, twilling my 

mother's tliread-papcr about his thumb, — un- 
button'd hi» waiftcoat,— — direw my mothci'B 
thread' paper into the fire,— bit her fatln pin- 
cufhion in two^— fill'd his mouth with bran, ' ■ 

confounded it}—— — but mark, ■ the 

' .oath of confuficn was levell'd at my uncle Toby's 
brain, — which was e'en confufed enough already; 
—the curfe came charged only with the bran,— 
the bran, may it pleafe your Honours, was no more 
than powder to die ball. 

'Twas well my father's paffions lafted not 

. long i for fo long as they did lad, they led him 
a bufy life on't ; and it is one of the moll unac- 
countable problems that ever I met with in my 
obfervations of human nature, that nothing 
fhould prove my father's mettle fo much, or 
make his paiTtons go off fo like gun-powder, as 
the uncxpcfted ilrokes his fcicnce met with from 
the quaint fimplicity of "my uncle Toby's quef- 

tions. — ■_ Had ten dozen of hornets ftung 

him behind in fo many different places all at one 
time, — he could not have exerted more mecha- 
nical fnnflions in fewer feconds, — or ftarted half 
fa much, as with one fingle query of three words 

' trnfeafotiably popping in full upon him in Iiis 
hobby-horfical career. 

'Twas all one to my uncle Toby,~he fmoked 

his pipe on, with unvaried compofurc, his 

heart never intended offence to his brother, 

and as his head could feldom £nd out where the 
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fling of it, lay,— he' aJwa^ gavt my fatliej 

dit of cooling byWmftlt — '■ He 

minutes and thirty-fiTe feconds about ii 
prefent cafe. '. 

Bjr all that's good ! faid my father, fi 
KS he came to* hitnfetf, and taking the o 

of ErRuIphus's digeftofcurfcs, (tli 

do my father jultice, it was a feult, as 
Dr. Slop in the affair^of Emulphus, whi< 
feldom committed as any man upon 
By all that's good and great ! 
Toby, faid my father, if it was not for t 
•f pntlofophy, which befriend one fo m 
they do, you would put a man befide a 

per Why, by the folutions of 

of w;hich. I was telling you, I meant, a 
might have known, had you favoured mi 
one grain of attention, the various ac 
which learned men of different kinds of 
ledge had given the world, of the cai. 

ihort and long nofcs. — » There is no 

but one, replied my uncle Toby, wh 

man's nofe is longer than another's, but b 

that God plcafcs to have it fo. 

is Grangoufier'sfolution, faid my father.— 
"Pis He, continued my uncle Toby, lookii 
and not regarding my fathert interruptionj 
makes us all, and frames and puts us tog 
in fuch forms and proportions, and for fuch 
as is agreeable to his infinite wifdom — 
a pious account, cried my father, but not j 
fophical, — there is more religion in it than I 
fcience. Twas no inconfillent pjrtof my 
Toby's charafter,— that he feared God, am 

verenced religion. So the moment m 

ther tinilhed his remark, — my uncle Toby f( 
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■whiftl'mg LillabuHcro, with more zeal : (though 

more out of tune*) than ufual 

What is become of my wife's thread paper ? 



CftAP. XLII. 

T^TO matter, — as an appendage" to feamftreffy, 
r\j the thread-paper might be of fome con,- 
fequence to my mother, of none to my father 
as a mark in Siawkenbcrgius. Slawitenbergius, in 
every page of him was a rich treafury of Jnex- 
hauftible knowledge to my father ; he could not 
open him amifs : and he would often fay, in cto- 
fing the book, that, if all the arts and fciences in 
the world, with the books which treated of them, 

were loit, fliould the wifdom and polices of 

governments he would fay, through difufe, ever 
happen to be forgot, and all that ftatefmen iiad 
■wrote or canfed to be written, upon the ftiong 
or the weak fides of courts and kingdoms, (hould 
they be forgot alfo, — and 'Slawken'^ergius only 

left, there would be enough in him in all 

confcience he would fay to fet the world a-going 
again. A treafure, therefore, was he indeed ! an 
ioltitutc of all that was neceffary to be known of 

nofes, and every thing elfe ; at matin, noon,' 

and vefpcrs, wasHafen SJakenbergius his recrea- 
tion and delight ; 'twas for ever in his hands 

you would Tiave fworn. Sir, it had been a 

canon's prayer-book,-fo worn, fo glazed, fo con- 
trited, and attrited was it with fingers and with 
thumbs, in all parts, from one end even unto 
the other. 

I am not fuch a bigot to Slawkcnbergius, as my 
father — - there is a fund in him, no doubt j 
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but, to my opinion, the beft> I don't fay the m 
profiiablc, but the moft amultng part of Hai 
SUwkenbergiuSi ie his tales ; ' and, confideri 
he was a German, many of them told not wii 
out fancy :— — thefc take up hia fecond book> cc 
tainlng nearly one half of his folio, and are coi 
prchended in ten decades, each decade containii 
ten tales. ■ — ^PhUofophy is not built upi 

tales i and, therefore, 'twas certainly wrong 
Slawkeiibergius to fend them into the world ! 

that name :— there are a few of them in h 

eight, ninth, and tenth decades, which, I owj 
feem rather playful and fportive, than fpeculativ 
— ^ut, in general, they arc to be looked upon b 
the learned, as a detail of fo many independen 
iaSts all of them turning round, {bme how- o 
other, upon the main hinges of his fubjefl, am 
collefled by him with great fidelity, 'and adde< 
to his work, as fo many illuftrations upon th< 
doflrines of nofes. 

At we have leifuie enough upon our hands, — 
if you .give me leave, Madam, I'll tell you tlic 
ninth tale of his tench decade. 



EsDof the First Volume. 
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